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The statistic of most interest to economic
developers is the percentage of college graduates.
The chart shows that percentage as well as the
percentage of high school graduates for each
district for both 2010 and 2016. For the County
and all of the districts, the percentages have
increased between 2010 and 2016. Only District 5
has a percentage of population with at least a high
school diploma below the County figure (81.9
compared to 92.3 percent). District 2 (58.5
percent) and District 1 (46.1 percent) have higher
rates of college graduates than the County (40.7
percent). District 1 has shown the most improved
in college graduates, adding 4.5 percentage points
to the 2010 rate. The County figures are slightly
higher than the Colorado figures.
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School Enrollment
The American Community Survey also
provides school enrollment in each of the
five Commissioner districts. Remember
that this is reporting from households
about students in their household rather
than an inventory of school district
reports and includes private as well as
public enrollment. The first chart shows
the percentage of the population 3 years
and over enrolled in different school
levels. District 4 stands out for the
percentage enrolled in college or
graduate school, 6 percentages points
above the County average. District 2 had
23.8 percent enrolled in high school
(grades 9 to 12) and District 3 had the
highest proportion of elementary school
enrollees at 43.1 percent. It is interesting
that District 1 with the oldest population had the highest percentage of preschoolers, at 7.5 percent.
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The next two charts compare school enrollments for two levels
(elementary school and college) in 2010 and 2016. For elementary
school, all districts showed increased enrollment during the five
years. District 3 added the most enrollees with 2,400 new
students. District 4 had the least elementary school students in
2010 but passed District 1 by 2016 with about 250 more
elementary school students.

College enrollment grew in all districts except District 1, where it
remained essentially the same as 2010. District 4 had the highest
college enrollment in 2010 but expanded that lead in 2016. It
added 1,400 college students. District 5 moved from having the
least number of college students to the third highest by adding
1,300 students. For the County as a whole, college enrollment had
grown to 39,800 from 35,500. This growth of 12.1 percent
compares with the national change of 7.8 percent.
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