ARAPAHOE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
CONCEALED HANDGUN PERMIT INFORMATION PACKET
Please read the following information and complete the application. Return the application and
other required supporting documents in person to:
ARAPAHOE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
13101 EAST BRONCOS PARKWAY
CENTENNIAL, CO 80112
CHP contact number: 720-874-3919 Fax 720-874-3897
CONCEALED HANDGUN PERMIT INFORMATION
Please read these documents thoroughly. The application may be typed or printed in ink, but must
be completed in full. Please use additional sheets of paper if necessary to respond to the questions.
If the application is not fully completed, it cannot be processed. By law, the Sheriff has ninety
(90) days from receipt of your application to perform a background check and either approve or
deny your request for a concealed handgun permit. It could take up to ninety (90) days to complete
the background check and notify you that your permit is ready to pick up.
Residents of Arapahoe County, individuals who maintain a secondary residence, own or leases
real property used as a business, or has been previously issued a permit in Arapahoe County, may
submit a Concealed Handgun Permit Application to the Sheriff of Arapahoe County. The
applicant shall sign the completed form in person – before a deputy sheriff or designee – that the
applicant knows the contents of the permit application and that the information contained in the
permit application is true and correct.
Applications for new, renewal or retired peace officer concealed handgun permits will be
accepted on a walk in basis at the Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Office Administration Building
located at 13101 East Broncos Parkway in Centennial. The hours for walk in applications are
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. When the application is turned in
the applicants will have their photograph and fingerprints taken. Depending on the number of
applications being processed, there may be an extended waiting period. Please ensure that you have
sufficient time allocated to complete the entire process.
An applicant who knowingly and intentionally makes a false or misleading statement on a permit
application or deliberately omits any material information requested on the application commits
perjury as described in Colorado Revised Statute (C.R.S.) 18-8-503. Upon conviction, the applicant
shall be punished as provided in 18-1.3-501 of the Colorado Revised Statutes. In addition, the
applicant shall be denied the right to obtain or possess a permit, and the Sheriff shall revoke the
applicant’s permit if issued prior to conviction.
The Information portion of the packet should be kept for your future reference. In addition
to a completed application form, you must submit:
•

•

For new permits, a non-refundable $152.50 processing fee in the form of a cashier’s check,
personal check, cash or money order, shall be made payable to the Arapahoe County
Sheriff’s Office (ACSO). ACSO can also accept credit or debit cards (excluding American
Express). This fee pays for a state and national criminal history check (fingerprints) and for
an Insta-Check, per Statute. This is required for all regular civilian applicants.
A government issued form of identification; to include a Colorado Driver’s License,
Colorado ID Card or Military ID Card.
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•

Documentary evidence demonstrating competence with a handgun as specified in section
18-12-203(1) (h) of the Colorado Revised Statute.

PURPOSE
The purpose of the application is to ensure the following prerequisites are met:
To protect the safety of both the public and the permit holder, by reasonably ensuring that the
permit holder is mentally and physically capable of the proper conduct while handling a
handgun.
To provide a reasonable assurance that a permit holder is knowledgeable in the use of firearms
and is informed of the statutory restrictions on such use of firearms.
To prevent the issuance of a permit to a person who is prohibited by law to possess firearms.
APPLICATION CRITERIA
The application packet is to be read thoroughly, completed in full and returned to the Sheriff’s
Office. Only an original application will be accepted.
18-12-203. Criteria for obtaining a permit.
(1) Beginning May 17, 2003, except as otherwise provided in this section, a sheriff shall
issue a permit to carry a concealed handgun to an applicant who:
(a) Is a legal resident of the state of Colorado. For purposes of this part 2, a person who is a
member of the armed forces and is stationed pursuant to permanent duty station orders at a
military installation in this state, and a member of the person's immediate family living in
Colorado, shall be deemed to be a legal resident of the state of Colorado.
(b) Is twenty-one years of age or older;
(c) Is not ineligible to possess a firearm pursuant to section 18-12-108 or federal law;
(d) Has not been convicted of perjury under section 18-8-503, in relation to information
provided or deliberately omitted on a permit application submitted pursuant to this part 2;
(e) (I) Does not chronically and habitually use alcoholic beverages to the extent that the
applicant's normal faculties are impaired.
(II) The prohibition specified in this paragraph (e) shall not apply to an applicant who
provides an affidavit, signed by a professional counselor or addiction counselor who is licensed
pursuant to article 43 of title 12, C.R.S., and specializes in alcohol addiction, stating
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that the applicant has been evaluated by the counselor and has been determined to be a
recovering alcoholic who has refrained from using alcohol for at least three years.
(f) Is not an unlawful user of or addicted to a controlled substance as defined in section 1818-102 (5). Whether an applicant is an unlawful user of or addicted to a controlled substance
shall be determined as provided in federal law and regulations.
(g) Is not subject to:
(I) A protection order issued pursuant to section 18-1-1001 or section 19-2-707, C.R.S.,
that is in effect at the time the application is submitted; or
(II) A permanent protection order issued pursuant to article 14 of title 13, C.R.S.; or
(III) A temporary protection order issued pursuant to article 14 of title 13, C.R.S., that is in
effect at the time the application is submitted;
(h) Demonstrates competence with a handgun by submitting:
(I) Evidence of experience with a firearm through participation in organized shooting
competitions or current military service;
(II) Evidence that, at the time the application is submitted, the applicant is a certified
instructor;
(III) Proof of honorable discharge from a branch of the United States armed forces within the
three years preceding submittal of the application;
(IV) Proof of honorable discharge from a branch of the United States armed forces that
reflects pistol qualifications obtained within the ten years preceding submittal of the
application;
(V) A certificate showing retirement from a Colorado law enforcement agency that reflects
pistol qualifications obtained within the ten years preceding submittal of the application; or
(VI) A training certificate from a handgun training class obtained within the ten years
preceding submittal of the application. The applicant shall submit the original training
certificate or a photocopy thereof that includes the original signature of the class instructor.
In obtaining a training certificate from a handgun training class, the applicant shall have
discretion in selecting which handgun training class to complete.
At this time we are not accepting on-line based handgun training classes.
(2) Regardless of whether an applicant meets the criteria specified in subsection (1) of this
section, if the sheriff has a reasonable belief that documented previous behavior by the applicant
makes it likely the applicant will present a danger to self or others if the applicant receives a
permit to carry a concealed handgun, the sheriff may deny the permit.
(3) (a) The sheriff shall deny, revoke, or refuse to renew a permit if an applicant or a permittee
fails to meet one of the criteria listed in subsection (1) of this section and may deny,
revoke, or refuse to renew a permit on the grounds specified in subsection (2) of this section.
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(b) Following issuance of a permit, if the issuing sheriff has a reasonable belief that a permittee
no longer meets the criteria specified in subsection (1) of this section or that the permittee
presents a danger as described in subsection (2) of this section, the sheriff shall suspend the
permit until such time as the matter is resolved and the issuing sheriff determines that the
permittee is eligible to possess a permit as provided in this
section.
(c) If the sheriff suspends or revokes a permit, the sheriff shall notify the permittee in writing,
stating the grounds for suspension or revocation and informing the permittee of the right to seek
a second review by the sheriff, to submit additional information for the record, and to seek
judicial review pursuant to section 18-12-207.
RENEWAL OF PERMIT AND FEES
Within 120 days prior to the expiration of a permit, the permittee may obtain a renewal
application from the Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Office and renew the permit by submitting a
completed renewal application. This form is available in the lobby of the Arapahoe County
Sheriff’s Office, located at 13101 East Broncos Parkway in Centennial. This form may also be
downloaded. A $63.00 renewal fee made payable to the Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Office
(ACSO) by cash, personal check, money order, cashier’s check must be submitted at this
time. Payments can also be made by credit card (except American Express).
If the applicant for renewal had not previously been fingerprinted, this will take place at the
time of submission of the renewal application. If fingerprints are taken at this time, the fee to
the Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Office will be $52.50, and must be in the form of a cashier’s
check, cash or money order, or credit card (except American Express).
There is a $15.00 late fee for any permit that has expired. No permit shall be renewed six
months or more after its expiration date and the permit shall be deemed permanently expired.
A person whose permit has permanently expired may reapply by submitting a new application
and the required fees.
PROOF OF RESIDENCY
Residents of Arapahoe County or individuals who maintain a secondary residence, own or lease
real property used as a business or have previously been issued a Concealed Handgun Permit
by the Sheriff of Arapahoe County may submit a Concealed Handgun Permit application to the
Sheriff of Arapahoe County.
The applicant must submit proof of residency by providing a Colorado Driver’s License,
Colorado ID Card or Military ID Card and Duty Orders. If the address on the applicant’s
driver’s license is not an Arapahoe County address, and they do not have a secondary
address in Arapahoe County, the applicant must change their address with the Colorado
Department
of
Revenue
prior
to
submitting
their
application.
(www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/Revenue-MV/RMV/1251601175713)
RECIPROCITY
See C.R.S. 18-12-213
Some states may honor your permit. As this information is determined, it will be posted on
the Colorado Bureau of Investigation’s (www.cbi.state.co.us/) and the County Sheriffs of
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Colorado (www.csoc.org/) websites.

18-12-202. Definitions.
As used in this part 2, unless the context otherwise requires:
(1) "Bureau" means the Colorado bureau of investigation within the department of public safety.
(2) "Certified instructor" means an instructor for a firearms safety course who is certified as a
firearms instructor by:
(a) A county, municipal, state, or federal law enforcement agency;
(b) The peace officers standards and training board created in section 24-31-302, C.R.S.;
(c) A federal military agency; or
(d) A national nonprofit organization that certifies firearms instructors, operates national
firearms competitions, and provides training, including courses in personal protection, in
small arms safety, use, and marksmanship.
(3) "Chronically and habitually uses alcoholic beverages to the extent that the applicant's normal
faculties are impaired" means:
(a) The applicant has at any time been committed as an alcoholic pursuant to section 2781-111 or 27-81-112, C.R.S.; or
(b) Within the ten-year period immediately preceding the date on which the permit
application is submitted, the applicant:
(I) Has been committed as an alcoholic pursuant to section 27-81-109 or 27-81-110, C.R.S.;
or
(II) Has had two or more alcohol-related convictions under section 42-4-1301 (1) or (2),
C.R.S., or a law of another state that has similar elements, or revocations related to
misdemeanor, alcohol-related convictions under section 42-2-126, C.R.S., or a law of another
state that has similar elements.
(4) "Handgun" means a handgun as defined in section 18-12-101 (1) (e.5); except that the
term does not include a machine gun as defined in section 18-12-101 (1) (g).
(5) "Handgun training class" means:
(a) A law enforcement training firearms safety course;
(b) A firearms safety course offered by a law enforcement agency, an institution of higher
education, or a public or private institution or organization or firearms training school, that is
open to the general public and is taught by a certified instructor; or
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(c) A firearms safety course or class that is offered and taught by a certified instructor.
(6) "Permit" means a permit to carry a concealed handgun issued pursuant to the
provisions of this part 2; except that "permit" does not include a temporary emergency permit
issued pursuant to section 18-12-209.
(7) "Sheriff" means the sheriff of a county, or his or her designee, or the official who has the
duties of a sheriff in a city and county, or his or her designee.
(8) "Training certificate" means a certificate, affidavit, or other document issued by the
instructor, school, club, or organization that conducts a handgun training class that evidences
an applicant's successful completion of the class requirements.

18-12-204. Permit contents - validity - carrying requirements.
(1) (a) Each permit shall bear a color photograph of the permittee and shall display the
signature of the sheriff who issues the permit. In addition, the sheriffs of this state shall
ensure that all permits issued pursuant to this part 2 contain the same items of information
and are the same size and the same color.
(b) A permit is valid for a period of five years after the date of issuance and may be renewed
as provided in section 18-12-211. A permit issued pursuant to this part 2, including a temporary
emergency permit issued pursuant to section 18-12-209, is effective in all areas of the state,
except as otherwise provided in section 18-12-214.
(2) (a) A permittee, in compliance with the terms of a permit, may carry a concealed handgun
as allowed by state law. The permittee shall carry the permit, together with valid photo
identification, at all times during which the permittee is in actual possession of a concealed
handgun and shall produce both documents upon demand by a law enforcement officer. Failure
to produce a permit upon demand by a law enforcement officer raises a rebuttable presumption
that the person does not have a permit. Failure to carry and produce a permit and valid photo
identification upon demand as required in this subsection (2) is a class
1 petty offense. A charge of failure to carry and produce a permit and valid photo
identification upon demand pursuant to this subsection (2) shall be dismissed by the court if,
at or before the permittee's scheduled court appearance, the permittee exhibits to the court a
valid permit and valid photo identification, both of which were issued to the permittee prior
to the date on which the permittee was charged with failure to carry and produce a permit and
valid photo identification upon demand.
(b) The provisions of paragraph (a) of this subsection (2) apply to temporary emergency
permits issued pursuant to section 18-12-209.
(3) (a) A person who may lawfully possess a handgun may carry a handgun under the
following circumstances without obtaining a permit and the handgun shall not be considered
concealed:
(I) The handgun is in the possession of a person who is in a private automobile or in some
other private means of conveyance and who carries the handgun for a legal use, including
self-defense; or
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(II) The handgun is in the possession of a person who is legally engaged in hunting activities
within the state.
(b) The provisions of this subsection (3) shall not be construed to authorize the carrying of
a handgun in violation of the provisions of section 18-12-105 or 18-12-105.5.
18-12-205. Sheriff - application - procedure - background check.
(1) (a) To obtain a permit, a person shall submit a permit application on a statewide
standardized form developed by the sheriffs and available from each sheriff. The permit
application form shall solicit only the following information from the applicant:
(I) The applicant's full name, date of birth, and address;
(II) The applicant's birth name, if different from the name provided pursuant to subparagraph
(I) of this paragraph (a), and any other names the applicant may have used or by which the
applicant may have been known;
(III) The applicant's home address or addresses for the ten-year period immediately
preceding submittal of the application;
(IV) Whether the applicant is a resident of this state as of the date of application and whether
the applicant has a valid driver's license or other state-issued photo identification or military
order proving residence; and
(V) Whether the applicant meets the criteria for obtaining a permit specified in section 1812-203 (1).
(b) The permit application form shall not require the applicant to waive or release a right
or privilege, including but not limited to waiver or release of privileged or confidential
information contained in medical records.
(2) (a) An applicant shall complete the permit application form and return it, in person, to
the sheriff of the county or city and county in which the applicant resides, to the sheriff of the
county or city and county in which the applicant maintains a secondary residence or owns or
leases real property used by the applicant in a business. The applicant shall sign the completed
permit application form in person before the sheriff. The applicant shall provide his or her
signature voluntarily upon a sworn oath that the applicant knows the contents of the permit
application and that the information contained in the permit application is true and correct. An
applicant who knowingly and intentionally makes a false or misleading statement on a permit
application or deliberately omits any material information requested on the application commits
perjury as described in section 18-8-503. Upon conviction, the applicant shall be punished as
provided in section 18-1.3-501. In addition, the applicant shall be denied the right to obtain or
possess a permit, and the sheriff shall revoke the applicant's permit if issued prior to conviction.
(b) An applicant shall also submit to the sheriff a permit fee not to exceed one hundred
dollars for processing the permit application. The sheriff shall set the amount of the permit
fee as provided in subsection (5) of this section. In addition, the applicant shall submit an
amount specified by the director of the bureau, pursuant to section 24-72-306, C.R.S., for
processing the applicant's fingerprints through the bureau and through the federal bureau of
(Rev. 10-30-2013)
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investigation. Neither the permit fee nor the fingerprint processing fee shall be refundable in
the event the sheriff denies the applicant's permit application or suspends or revokes the
permit subsequent to issuance.
(3) In addition to the items specified in subsection (2) of this section, an applicant, when
submitting the completed permit application, shall submit the following items to the sheriff:
(a) Documentary evidence demonstrating competence with a handgun as specified in section
18-12-203 (1) (h); and
(b) A full frontal view color photograph of the applicant's head taken within the thirty
days immediately preceding submittal of the permit application; except that the applicant
need not submit a photograph if the sheriff photographs the applicant for purposes of issuing
a permit. Any photograph submitted shall show the applicant's full head, including hair and
facial features, and the depiction of the applicant's head shall measure one and one-eighth inches
wide and one and one-fourth inches high.
(4) (a) The sheriff shall witness an applicant's signature on the permit application as provided
in subsection (2) of this section and verify that the person making application for a permit is
the same person who appears in any photograph submitted and the same person who signed
the permit application form. To verify the applicant's identity, the applicant shall present to
the sheriff the applicant's valid Colorado driver's license or valid Colorado or military
photo identification.
(b) After verifying the applicant's identity, the sheriff shall take two complete sets of the
applicant's fingerprints. The sheriff shall submit both sets of fingerprints to the bureau, and
the sheriff shall not retain a set of the applicant's fingerprints.
(c) After receipt of a permit application and the items specified in this section, the sheriff
shall verify that the applicant meets the criteria specified in section 18-12-203 (1) and is not a
danger as described in section 18-12-203 (2). The verification at a minimum shall include
requesting the bureau to conduct a search of the national instant criminal background check
system and a search of the state integrated criminal justice information system to determine
whether the applicant meets the criteria specified in section 18-12-203 (1). In addition, if the
applicant resides in a municipality or town, the sheriff shall consult with the police
department of the municipality or town in which the applicant resides, and the sheriff may
consult with other local law enforcement agencies.
(5) The sheriff in each county or city and county in the state shall establish the amount of
the new and renewal permit fees within his or her jurisdiction. The amount of the new and
renewal permit fees shall comply with the limits specified in paragraph (b) of subsection (2)
of this section and section 18-12-211 (1), respectively. The fee amounts shall reflect the
actual direct and indirect costs to the sheriff of processing permit applications and renewal
applications pursuant to this part 2.
18-12-206. Sheriff - issuance or denial of permits - report.
(1) Within ninety days after the date of receipt of the items specified in section 18-12-205,
a sheriff shall:
(a) Approve the permit application and issue the permit; or
8
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(b) Deny the permit application based solely on the ground that the applicant fails to qualify
under the criteria listed in section 18-12-203 (1) or that the applicant would be a danger
as described in section 18-12-203 (2). If the sheriff denies the permit application, he or she
shall notify the applicant in writing, stating the grounds for denial and informing the applicant
of the right to seek a second review of the application by the sheriff, to submit additional
information for the record, and to seek judicial review pursuant to section 18-12207.
(2) If the sheriff does not receive the results of the fingerprint checks conducted by the
bureau and by the federal bureau of investigation within ninety days after receiving a permit
application, the sheriff shall determine whether to grant or deny the permit application
without considering the fingerprint check information. If, upon receipt of the information, the
sheriff finds that the permit was issued or denied erroneously, based on the criteria specified
in section 18-12-203 (1) and (2), the sheriff shall either revoke or issue the permit, whichever
is appropriate.
(3) (a) Each sheriff shall maintain a list of the persons to whom he or she issues permits
pursuant to this part 2. Upon request by another criminal justice agency for law enforcement
purposes, the sheriff may, at his or her discretion, share information from the list of
permittees with a law enforcement agency for the purpose of determining the validity of a
permit. A database maintained pursuant to this subsection (3) and any database operated by a
state agency that includes permittees shall be searchable only by name.
(b) (I) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of this subsection (3), on and after
July 1, 2011, a sheriff shall not share information from the list of permittees with a law
enforcement agency for the purpose of creating a statewide database of permittees, and any law
enforcement agency that receives information concerning permittees from a sheriff shall not
use the information to create or maintain a statewide database of permittees. Any information
concerning a permittee that is included in a statewide database pursuant to paragraph (a) of this
subsection (3) shall be removed from the database no later than July 1,
2011.
(II) Prior to the repeal in subparagraph (I) of this paragraph (b), the state auditor's office
shall conduct a performance audit of the statewide database of permittees as provided in section
2-3-118, C.R.S.
(c) Except for suspected violations of sections 18-12-105 and 18-12-105.5, a peace officer
may not use or search a database of permittees maintained by a law enforcement agency to
establish reasonable suspicion for a traffic stop, or when contacting an individual, to justify
probable cause for a search or seizure of a person or a person's vehicle or property.
(4) Each sheriff shall annually prepare a report specifying, at a minimum, the number of
permit applications received during the year for which the report was prepared, the number of
permits issued during the year, the number of permits denied during the year, the reasons for
denial, the number of revocations during the year, and the reasons for the revocations. The
report shall not include the name of a person who applies for a permit, regardless of whether
the person receives or is denied a permit. Each sheriff shall submit the report on or before March
1, 2004, and on or before March 1 each year thereafter, to the members of the general assembly.
In addition, each sheriff shall provide a copy of the annual report prepared
pursuant to this subsection (4) to a member of the public upon request.
(Rev. 10-30-2013)
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18-12-207. Judicial review - permit denial - permit suspension - permit revocation.
(1) If a sheriff denies a permit application, refuses to renew a permit, or suspends or
revokes a permit, the applicant or permittee may seek judicial review of the sheriff's decision.
The applicant or permittee may seek judicial review either in lieu of or subsequent to the
sheriff's second review.
(2) The procedure and time lines for filing a complaint, an answer, and briefs for judicial
review pursuant to this section shall be in accordance with the procedures specified in rule
106 (a) (4) and (b) of the Colorado rules of civil procedure.
(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, at a judicial review sought
pursuant to this section, the sheriff shall have the burden of proving by a preponderance of
the evidence that the applicant or permittee is ineligible to possess a permit under the criteria
listed in section 18-12-203 (1) or, if the denial, suspension, or revocation was based on the
sheriff's determination that the person would be a danger as provided in section 18-12203 (2), the sheriff shall have the burden of proving the determination by clear and
convincing evidence. Following completion of the review, the court may award attorney fees
to the prevailing party.
18-12-208. Colorado bureau of investigation - duties.
(1) Upon receipt of a permit applicant's fingerprints from a sheriff pursuant to section 1812-205 (4) or upon a sheriff's request pursuant to section 18-12-211 (1), the bureau shall
process the full set of fingerprints to obtain any available state criminal justice information or
federal information pursuant to section 16-21-103 (5), C.R.S., and shall report any
information received to the sheriff. In addition, within ten days after receiving the
fingerprints, the bureau shall forward one set of the fingerprints to the federal bureau of
investigation for processing to obtain any available state criminal justice information or federal
information.
(2) The bureau shall use the fingerprints received pursuant to this part 2 solely for the
purposes of:
(a) Obtaining information for the issuance or renewal of permits; and
(b) Notifying an issuing sheriff that a permittee has been arrested for or charged with an
offense that would require revocation or suspension of the permit or that a permittee has been
convicted of such an offense.
(3) On or before January 15, 2004, and on or before January 15 each year thereafter until
January 15, 2007, the bureau shall provide to the general assembly a list of the jurisdictions
in which the sheriff provides to the bureau the names of persons to whom the sheriff issues
permits.

18-12-209. Issuance by sheriffs of temporary emergency permits.
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(1) Notwithstanding any provisions of this part 2 to the contrary, a sheriff, as provided in
this section, may issue a temporary emergency permit to carry a concealed handgun to a person
whom the sheriff has reason to believe may be in immediate danger.
(2) To receive a temporary emergency permit, a person shall submit to the sheriff of the
county or city and county in which the person resides or in which the circumstances giving rise
to the emergency exist the items specified in section 18-12-205; except that an applicant for a
temporary emergency permit need not submit documentary evidence demonstrating
competence with a handgun as required under section 18-12-205 (3) (a), and the applicant
shall submit a temporary permit fee not to exceed twenty-five dollars, as set by the sheriff.
Upon receipt of the documents and fee, the sheriff shall request that the bureau conduct a
criminal history record check of the bureau files and a search of the national instant criminal
background check system. The sheriff may issue a temporary emergency permit to the applicant
if the sheriff determines the person may be in immediate danger and the criminal history record
check shows that the applicant meets the criteria specified in section 18-12203; except that the applicant need not demonstrate competence with a handgun and the
applicant may be eighteen years of age or older. A temporary emergency permit issued
pursuant to this section is valid for a period of ninety days after the date of issuance. Prior to
or within ten days after expiration of a temporary emergency permit, the permittee may apply
to the issuing sheriff for renewal of the permit. The issuing sheriff may renew a temporary
emergency permit once for an additional ninety-day period; except that, if the permittee is
younger than twenty-one years of age, the sheriff may renew the temporary emergency
permit for subsequent ninety-day periods until the permittee reaches twenty-one years of age.
18-12-210. Maintenance of permit - address change - invalidity of permit.
(1) Within thirty days after a permittee changes the address specified on his or her permit or
within three business days after his or her permit is lost, stolen, or destroyed, the permittee shall
notify the issuing sheriff of the change of address or permit loss, theft, or destruction. Failure
to notify the sheriff pursuant to this subsection (1) is a class 1 petty offense.
(2) If a permit is lost, stolen, or destroyed, the permit is automatically invalid. The person to
whom the permit was issued may obtain a duplicate or substitute therefore upon payment of
fifteen dollars to the issuing sheriff and upon submission of a notarized statement to the issuing
sheriff that the permit has been lost, stolen, or destroyed.
(3) The provisions of this section apply to temporary emergency permits issued pursuant
to section 18-12-209.
18-12-211. Renewal of permits.
(1) Within one hundred twenty days prior to expiration of a permit, the permittee may obtain
a renewal form from the sheriff and renew the permit by submitting to the sheriff a completed
renewal form, a notarized affidavit stating that the permittee remains qualified pursuant to the
criteria specified in section 18-12-203 (1) (a) to (1) (g), and the required renewal fee not to
exceed fifty dollars, as set by the sheriff pursuant to section 18-12-205(5). The renewal form
shall meet the requirements specified in section 18-12-205 (1) for an application. The sheriff
shall verify pursuant to section 18-12-205 (4) that the permittee meets the criteria specified
in section 18-12-203 (1) (a) to (1) (g) and is not a danger as described in section 18-12203 (2) and shall either renew or deny the renewal of the permit in accordance with the
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provisions of section 18-12-206 (1). If the sheriff denies renewal of a permit, the permittee
may seek a second review of the renewal application by the sheriff and may submit additional
information for the record. The permittee may also seek judicial review as provided in section
18-12-207.
(2) A permittee who fails to file a renewal form on or before the permit expiration date
may renew the permit by paying a late fee of fifteen dollars in addition to the renewal fee
established pursuant to subsection (1) of this section. No permit shall be renewed six months or
more after its expiration date, and the permit shall be deemed to have permanently expired. A
person whose permit has permanently expired may reapply for a permit, but the person
shall submit an application for a permit and the fee required pursuant to section 18-12-205. A
person who knowingly and intentionally files false or misleading information or deliberately
omits material information required under this section is subject to criminal prosecution for
perjury under section 18-8-503.
18-12-212. Exemption.
(1) This part 2 shall not apply to law enforcement officers employed by jurisdictions outside
this state, so long as the foreign employing jurisdiction exempts peace officers employed by
jurisdictions within Colorado from any concealed handgun or concealed weapons laws in effect
in the foreign employing jurisdiction.
(2) Notwithstanding any provision of this part 2 to the contrary, a retired peace officer, level
I or Ia, as defined in section 18-1-901 (3) (l) (I) and (3) (l) (II), as said section existed prior
to its repeal in 2003, within the first five years after retirement may obtain a permit by
submitting to the sheriff of the jurisdiction in which the retired peace officer resides a letter
signed by the sheriff or chief of police of the jurisdiction by which the peace officer was
employed immediately prior to retirement attesting that the retired officer meets the criteria
specified in section 18-12-203 (1). A retired peace officer who submits a letter pursuant to
this subsection (2) is not subject to the fingerprint or criminal history check requirements
specified in this part 2 and is not required to pay the permit application fee. Upon receipt of a
letter submitted pursuant to this subsection (2), the sheriff shall issue the permit. A permit issued
pursuant to this subsection (2) may not be renewed. Upon expiration of the permit, the permittee
may apply for a new permit as provided in this part 2.
18-12-213. Reciprocity.
(1) A permit to carry a concealed handgun or a concealed weapon that is issued by a state
that recognizes the validity of permits issued pursuant to this part 2 shall be valid in this state
in all respects as a permit issued pursuant to this part 2 if the permit is issued to a person who
is:
(a) Twenty-one years of age or older; and
(b) (I) A resident of the state that issued the permit, as demonstrated by the address stated
on a valid picture identification that is issued by the state that issued the permit and is carried
by the permit holder; or
(II) A resident of Colorado for no more than ninety days, as determined by the date of
issuance on a valid picture identification issued by Colorado and carried by the permit holder.
(2) For purposes of this section, a "valid picture identification" means a driver's license or
12
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a state identification issued in lieu of a driver's license.
18-12-214. Authority granted by permit - carrying restrictions.
(1) (a) A permit to carry a concealed handgun authorizes the permittee to carry a
concealed handgun in all areas of the state, except as specifically limited in this section. A
permit does not authorize the permittee to use a handgun in a manner that would violate a
provision of state law. A local government does not have authority to adopt or enforce an
ordinance or resolution that would conflict with any provision of this part 2.
(b) A peace officer may temporarily disarm a permittee, incident to a lawful stop of the
permittee. The peace officer shall return the handgun to the permittee prior to discharging the
permittee from the scene.
(2) A permit issued pursuant to this part 2 does not authorize a person to carry a concealed
handgun into a place where the carrying of firearms is prohibited by federal law.
(3) A permit issued pursuant to this part 2 does not authorize a person to carry a concealed
handgun onto the real property, or into any improvements erected thereon, of a public
elementary, middle, junior high, or high school; except that:
(a) A permittee may have a handgun on the real property of the public school so long as
the handgun remains in his or her vehicle and, if the permittee is not in the vehicle, the handgun
is in a compartment within the vehicle and the vehicle is locked;
(b) A permittee who is employed or retained by contract by a school district as a school
security officer may carry a concealed handgun onto the real property, or into any improvement
erected thereon, of a public elementary, middle, junior high, or high school while the permittee
is on duty;
(c) A permittee may carry a concealed handgun on undeveloped real property owned by a
school district that is used for hunting or other shooting sports.
(4) A permit issued pursuant to this part 2 does not authorize a person to carry a concealed
handgun into a public building at which:
(a) Security personnel and electronic weapons screening devices are permanently in place
at each entrance to the building;
(b) Security personnel electronically screen each person who enters the building to
determine whether the person is carrying a weapon of any kind; and
(c) Security personnel require each person who is carrying a weapon of any kind to leave
the weapon in possession of security personnel while the person is in the building.
(5) Nothing in this part 2 shall be construed to limit, restrict, or prohibit in any manner the
existing rights of a private property owner, private tenant, private employer, or private business
entity.
(6) The provisions of this section apply to temporary emergency permits issued pursuant
to section 18-12-209.
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18-12-215. Immunity.
(1) The bureau and a local law enforcement agency and an individual employed by the
bureau or a local law enforcement agency shall not be liable for any damages that may result
from good faith compliance with the provisions of this part 2.
(2) A law enforcement officer or agency, medical personnel, and an organization that
offers handgun training classes and its personnel who in good faith provide information
regarding an applicant shall not be liable for any damages that may result from issuance or
denial of a permit.
18-12-105. Unlawfully carrying a concealed weapon - unlawful possession of weapons.
(1) A person commits a class 2 misdemeanor if such person knowingly and unlawfully:
(a) Carries a knife concealed on or about his or her person; or
(b) Carries a firearm concealed on or about his or her person; or
(c) Without legal authority, carries, brings, or has in such person's possession a firearm or
any explosive, incendiary, or other dangerous device on the property of or within any
building in which the chambers, galleries, or offices of the general assembly, or either house
thereof, are located, or in which a legislative hearing or meeting is being or is to be
conducted, or in which the official office of any member, officer, or employee of the general
assembly is located.
(d) (Deleted by amendment, L. 93, p. 964, 1, effective July 1, 1993.)
(2) It shall not be an offense if the defendant was:
(a) A person in his or her own dwelling or place of business or on property owned or
under his or her control at the time of the act of carrying; or
(b) A person in a private automobile or other private means of conveyance who carries a
weapon for lawful protection of such person's or another's person or property while traveling;
or
(c) A person who, at the time of carrying a concealed weapon, held a valid written permit to
carry a concealed weapon issued pursuant to section 18-12-105.1, as it existed prior to its repeal,
or, if the weapon involved was a handgun, held a valid permit to carry a concealed handgun or
a temporary emergency permit issued pursuant to part 2 of this article; except that it shall be an
offense under this section if the person was carrying a concealed handgun in violation of the
provisions of section 18-12-214; or
(d) A peace officer, as described in section 16-2.5-101, C.R.S., when carrying a weapon in
conformance with the policy of the employing agency as provided in section 16-2.5-101 (2),
C.R.S.; or
(e) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2003, p. 1624, 46, effective August 6, 2003.)
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(f) A United States probation officer or a United States pretrial services officer while on
duty and serving in the state of Colorado under the authority of rules and regulations
promulgated by the judicial conference of the United States.
18-12-105.5. Unlawfully carrying a weapon - unlawful possession of weapons - school,
college, or university grounds.
(1) A person commits a class 6 felony if such person knowingly and unlawfully and without
legal authority carries, brings, or has in such person's possession a deadly weapon as defined
in section 18-1-901 (3) (e) in or on the real estate and all improvements erected thereon
of any public or private elementary, middle, junior high, high, or vocational school or any public
or private college, university, or seminary, except for the purpose of presenting an authorized
public demonstration or exhibition pursuant to instruction in conjunction with an organized
school or class, for the purpose of carrying out the necessary duties and functions of an
employee of an educational institution that require the use of a deadly weapon, or for the
purpose of participation in an authorized extracurricular activity or on an athletic team.
(2) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2000, p. 709, 45, effective July 1, 2000.)
(3) It shall not be an offense under this section if:
(a) The weapon is unloaded and remains inside a motor vehicle while upon the real estate
of any public or private college, university, or seminary; or (b) The person is in that person's
own dwelling or place of business or on property owned or under that person's control at the
time of the act of carrying; or
(c) The person is in a private automobile or other private means of conveyance and is
carrying a weapon for lawful protection of that person's or another's person or property while
traveling; or
(d) The person, at the time of carrying a concealed weapon, held a valid written permit to
carry a concealed weapon issued pursuant to section 18-12-105.1, as said section existed
prior to its repeal; except that it shall be an offense under this section if the person was carrying
a concealed handgun in violation of the provisions of section 18-12-214 (3); or
(d.5) The weapon involved was a handgun and the person held a valid permit to carry a
concealed handgun or a temporary emergency permit issued pursuant to part 2 of this article;
except that it shall be an offense under this section if the person was carrying a concealed
handgun in violation of the provisions of section 18-12-214 (3); or
(e) The person is a peace officer, as described in section 16-2.5-101, C.R.S., when
carrying a weapon in conformance with the policy of the employing agency as provided in
section 16-2.5-101 (2), C.R.S.; or
(f) and (g) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2003, p. 1626, 51, effective August 6, 2003.)
(h) The person has possession of the weapon for use in an educational program approved by
a school which program includes, but shall not be limited to, any course designed for the repair
or maintenance of weapons.
18-12-105.6. Limitation on local ordinances regarding firearms in private vehicles.
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(1) The general assembly hereby finds that:
(a) A person carrying a weapon in a private automobile or other private means of conveyance
for hunting or for lawful protection of such person's or another's person or property, as
permitted in sections 18-12-105 (2) (b) and 18-12-105.5 (3) (c), may tend to travel within
a county, city and county, or municipal jurisdiction or in or through different county, city and
county, and municipal jurisdictions, en route to the person's destination;
(b) Inconsistent laws exist in local jurisdictions with regard to the circumstances under
which weapons may be carried in automobiles and other private means of conveyance;
(c) This inconsistency creates a confusing patchwork of laws that unfairly subjects a
person who lawfully travels with a weapon to criminal penalties because he or she travels within
a jurisdiction or into or through another jurisdiction;
(d) This inconsistency places citizens in the position of not knowing when they may be
violating local laws while traveling within a jurisdiction or in, through, or between different
jurisdictions, and therefore being unable to avoid committing a crime.
(2) (a) Based on the findings specified in subsection (1) of this section, the general assembly
concludes that the carrying of weapons in private automobiles or other private means of
conveyance for hunting or for lawful protection of a person's or another's person or property
while traveling into, through, or within, a municipal, county, or city and county jurisdiction,
regardless of the number of times the person stops in a jurisdiction, is a matter of statewide
concern and is not an offense.
(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no municipality, county, or city and
county shall have the authority to enact or enforce any ordinance or resolution that would
restrict a person's ability to travel with a weapon in a private automobile or other private means
of conveyance for hunting or for lawful protection of a person's or another's person or property
while traveling into, through, or within, a municipal, county, or city and county jurisdiction,
regardless of the number of times the person stops in a jurisdiction.
18-12-106. Prohibited use of weapons.
(1) A person commits a class 2 misdemeanor if:
(a) He knowingly and unlawfully aims a firearm at another person; or
(b) Recklessly or with criminal negligence he discharges a firearm or shoots a bow and
arrow; or
(c) He knowingly sets a loaded gun, trap, or device designed to cause an explosion upon
being tripped or approached, and leaves it unattended by a competent person immediately
present; or
(d) The person has in his or her possession a firearm while the person is under the
influence of intoxicating liquor or of a controlled substance, as defined in section 12-22303 (7), C.R.S. Possession of a permit issued under section 18-12-105.1, as it existed prior to
its repeal, or possession of a permit or a temporary emergency permit issued pursuant to part
2 of this article is no defense to a violation of this subsection (1).
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(e) He knowingly aims, swings, or throws a throwing star or nunchaku as defined in this
paragraph (e) at another person, or he knowingly possesses a throwing star or nunchaku in a
public place except for the purpose of presenting an authorized public demonstration or
exhibition or pursuant to instruction in conjunction with an organized school or class. When
transporting throwing stars or nunchaku for a public demonstration or exhibition or for a school
or class, they shall be transported in a closed, nonaccessible container. For purposes of this
paragraph (e), "nunchaku" means an instrument consisting of two sticks, clubs, bars, or rods to
be used as handles, connected by a rope, cord, wire, or chain, which is in the design of a weapon
used in connection with the practice of a system of self-defense, and "throwing star" means
a disk having sharp radiating points or any disk-shaped bladed object which is hand-held and
thrown and which is in the design of a weapon used in connection with the practice of a system
of self-defense.
18-12-107.5. Illegal discharge of a firearm - penalty.
(1) Any person who knowingly or recklessly discharges a firearm into any dwelling or
any other building or occupied structure, or into any motor vehicle occupied by any person,
commits the offense of illegal discharge of a firearm.
(2) It shall not be an offense under this section if the person who discharges a firearm in
violation of subsection (1) of this section is a peace officer as described in section 16-2.5officer's duties.
(3) Illegal discharge of a firearm is a class 5 felony.
18-12-108. Possession of weapons by previous offenders.
(1) A person commits the crime of possession of a weapon by a previous offender if the
person knowingly possesses, uses, or carries upon his or her person a firearm as described in
section 18-1-901 (3) (h) or any other weapon that is subject to the provisions of this article
subsequent to the person's conviction for a felony, or subsequent to the person's conviction
for attempt or conspiracy to commit a felony, under Colorado or any other state's law or
under federal law.
(2) (a) Except as otherwise provided by paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subsection (2), a person
commits a class 6 felony if the person violates subsection (1) of this section.
(b) A person commits a class 5 felony, as provided by section 18-12-102, if the person
violates subsection (1) of this section and the weapon is a dangerous weapon, as defined in
section 18-12-102 (1).
(c) A person commits a class 5 felony if the person violates subsection (1) of this section
and the person's previous conviction was for burglary, arson, or any felony involving the use of
force or the use of a deadly weapon and the violation of subsection (1) of this section
occurs as follows:
(I) From the date of conviction to ten years after the date of conviction, if the person was
not incarcerated; or
(II) From the date of conviction to ten years after the date of release from confinement, if
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such person was incarcerated or, if subject to supervision imposed as a result of conviction, ten
years after the date of release from supervision.
(d) Any sentence imposed pursuant to this subsection (2) shall run consecutively with any
prior sentences being served by the offender.
(3) A person commits the crime of possession of a weapon by a previous offender if the
person knowingly possesses, uses, or carries upon his or her person a firearm as described in
section 18-1-901 (3) (h) or any other weapon that is subject to the provisions of this article
subsequent to the person's adjudication for an act which, if committed by an adult, would
constitute a felony, or subsequent to the person's adjudication for attempt or conspiracy to
commit a felony, under Colorado or any other state's law or under federal law.
(4) (a) Except as otherwise provided by paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subsection (4), a person
commits a class 6 felony if the person violates subsection (3) of this section.
(b) A person commits a class 5 felony, as provided by section 18-12-102, if the person
violates subsection (3) of this section and the weapon is a dangerous weapon, as defined in
section 18-12-102 (1).
(c) A person commits a class 5 felony if the person commits the conduct described in
subsection (3) of this section and the person's previous adjudication was based on an act that,
force or the use of a deadly weapon and the violation of subsection (3) of this section occurs
as follows:
(I) From the date of adjudication to ten years after the date of adjudication, if the person was
not committed to the department of institutions, or on or after July 1, 1994, to the department
of human services; or
(II) From the date of adjudication to ten years after the date of release from commitment,
if such person was committed to the department of institutions, or on or after July 1, 1994, to
the department of human services or, if subject to supervision imposed as a result of an
adjudication, ten years after the date of release from supervision.
(d) Any sentence imposed pursuant to this subsection (4) shall run consecutively with any
prior sentences being served by the offender.
(5) A second or subsequent offense under paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (2) and
paragraphs (b) and (c) of subsection (4) of this section is a class 4 felony.
(6) (a) Upon the discharge of any inmate from the custody of the department of
corrections, the department shall provide a written advisement to such inmate of the
prohibited acts and penalties specified in this section. The written advisement, at a minimum,
shall include the written statement specified in paragraph (c) of this subsection (6).
(b) Any written stipulation for deferred judgment and sentence entered into by a defendant
pursuant to section 18-1.3-102 shall contain a written advisement of the prohibited acts and
penalties specified in this section. The written advisement, at a minimum, shall include the
written statement specified in paragraph (c) of this subsection (6).
(c) The written statement shall provide that:
(Rev. 10-30-2013)
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(I) (A) A person commits the crime of possession of a weapon by a previous offender in
violation of this section if the person knowingly possesses, uses, or carries upon his or her
person a firearm as described in section 18-1-901 (3) (h), or any other weapon that is subject
to the provisions of this title subsequent to the person's conviction for a felony, or subsequent
to the person's conviction for attempt or conspiracy to commit a felony, or subsequent to the
person's conviction for a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence as defined in 18 U.S.C.
sec. 921 (a) (33) (A), or subsequent to the person's conviction for attempt or conspiracy to
commit such misdemeanor crime of domestic violence; and
(B) For the purposes of this paragraph (c), "felony" means any felony under Colorado law,
federal law, or the laws of any other state; and
(II) A violation of this section may result in a sentence of imprisonment or fine, or both.
(d) The act of providing the written advisement described in this subsection (6) or the failure
to provide such advisement may not be used as a defense to any crime charged and may not
provide any basis for collateral attack on, or for appellate relief concerning, any conviction.
18-12-108.5. Possession of handguns by juveniles - prohibited - exceptions - penalty.
(1)
(a) Except as provided in this section, it is unlawful for any person who has not
attained the age of eighteen years knowingly to have any handgun in such person's
possession.
(b) Any person possessing any handgun in violation of paragraph (a) of this subsection (1)
commits the offense of illegal possession of a handgun by a juvenile.
(c) (I) Illegal possession of a handgun by a juvenile is a class 2 misdemeanor.
(II) For any second or subsequent offense, illegal possession of a handgun by a juvenile is a
class 5 felony.
(d) Any person under the age of eighteen years who is taken into custody by a law
enforcement officer for an offense pursuant to this section shall be taken into temporary custody
in the manner described in section 19-2-508, C.R.S.
(2) This section shall not apply to:
(a) Any person under the age of eighteen years who is:
(I) In attendance at a hunter's safety course or a firearms safety course; or
(II) Engaging in practice in the use of a firearm or target shooting at an established range
authorized by the governing body of the jurisdiction in which such range is located or any other
area where the discharge of a firearm is not prohibited; or
(III) Engaging in an organized competition involving the use of a firearm or participating in
or practicing for a performance by an organized group under 501 (c) (3) as determined by the
federal internal revenue service which uses firearms as a part of such performance; or
(IV) Hunting or trapping pursuant to a valid license issued to such person pursuant to article
4 of title 33, C.R.S.; or
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(V) Traveling with any handgun in such person's possession being unloaded to or from
any activity described in subparagraph (I), (II), (III), or (IV) of this paragraph (a);
(b) Any person under the age of eighteen years who is on real property under the control
of such person's parent, legal guardian, or grandparent and who has the permission of such
person's parent or legal guardian to possess a handgun;
(c) Any person under the age of eighteen years who is at such person's residence and who,
with the permission of such person's parent or legal guardian, possesses a handgun for the
purpose of exercising the rights contained in section 18-1-704 or section 18-1-704.5.
(3) For the purposes of subsection (2) of this section, a handgun is "loaded" if:
(a) There is a cartridge in the chamber of the handgun; or
(b) There is a cartridge in the cylinder of the handgun, if the handgun is a revolver; or
(c) The handgun, and the ammunition for such handgun, is carried on the person of a person
under the age of eighteen years or is in such close proximity to such person that such person
could readily gain access to the handgun and the ammunition and load the handgun.
(4) Repealed.
18-12-108.7. Unlawfully providing or permitting a juvenile to possess a handgun - penalty
- unlawfully providing a firearm other than a handgun to a juvenile - penalty.
(1) (a) Any person who intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly provides a handgun with or
without remuneration to any person under the age of eighteen years in violation of section
18-12-108.5 or any person who knows of such juvenile's conduct which violates section 1812-108.5 and fails to make reasonable efforts to prevent such violation commits the crime of
unlawfully providing a handgun to a juvenile or permitting a juvenile to possess a handgun.
(b) Unlawfully providing a handgun to a juvenile or permitting a juvenile to possess a
handgun in violation of this subsection (1) is a class 4 felony.
(2) (a) Any person who intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly provides a handgun to a
juvenile or permits a juvenile to possess a handgun, even though such person is aware of a
substantial risk that such juvenile will use a handgun to commit a felony offense, or who,
being aware of such substantial risk, fails to make reasonable efforts to prevent the commission
of the offense, commits the crime of unlawfully providing or permitting a juvenile to
possess a handgun. A person shall be deemed to have violated this paragraph (a) if such person
provides a handgun to or permits the possession of a handgun by any juvenile who has been
convicted of a crime of violence, as defined in section 18-1.3-406, or any juvenile who has
been adjudicated a juvenile delinquent for an offense which would constitute a crime of
violence, as defined in section 18-1.3-406, if such juvenile were an adult.
(b) Unlawfully providing a handgun to a juvenile or permitting a juvenile to possess a
handgun in violation of this subsection (2) is a class 4 felony.
(3) With regard to firearms other than handguns, no person shall sell, rent, or transfer
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ownership or allow unsupervised possession of a firearm with or without remuneration to any
juvenile without the consent of the juvenile's parent or legal guardian. Unlawfully providing a
firearm other than a handgun to a juvenile in violation of this subsection (3) is a class 1
misdemeanor.
(4) It shall not be an offense under this section if a person believes that a juvenile will
physically harm the person if the person attempts to disarm the juvenile or prevent the
juvenile from committing a violation of section 18-12-108.5.
18-12-110. Forfeiture of firearms.
Upon the motion of the prosecuting attorney after the conviction of a defendant, the court
may order the forfeiture of any firearms which were used by the defendant during the course of
the criminal episode which gave rise to said conviction as an element of sentencing or as a
condition of probation or of a deferred sentence. Firearms forfeited under this section shall be
disposed of pursuant to section 16-13-311, C.R.S.
18-12-111. Unlawful purchase of firearms.
(1) Any person who knowingly purchases or otherwise obtains a firearm on behalf of or
for transfer to a person who the transferor knows or reasonably should know is ineligible to
possess a firearm pursuant to federal or state law commits a class 4 felony.
(2) (a) Any person who is a licensed dealer, as defined in 18 U.S.C. sec. 921 (a) (11), shall
post a sign displaying the provisions of subsection (1) of this section in a manner that is
easily readable. The person shall post such sign in an area that is visible to the public at each
location from which the person sells firearms to the general public.
(b) Any person who violates any provision of this subsection (2) commits a class 2 petty
offense and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of two hundred fifty dollars.
18-1-704. Use of physical force in defense of a person.
(1) Except as provided in subsections (2) and (3) of this section, a person is justified in using
physical force upon another person in order to defend himself or a third person from what he
reasonably believes to be the use or imminent use of unlawful physical force by that other
person, and he may use a degree of force which he reasonably believes to be necessary for that
purpose.
(2) Deadly physical force may be used only if a person reasonably believes a lesser degree
of force is inadequate and:
(a) The actor has reasonable ground to believe, and does believe, that he or another person
is in imminent danger of being killed or of receiving great bodily injury; or
(b) The other person is using or reasonably appears about to use physical force against an
occupant of a dwelling or business establishment while committing or attempting to commit
burglary as defined in sections 18-4-202 to 18-4-204; or
(c) The other person is committing or reasonably appears about to commit kidnapping as
defined in section 18-3-301 or 18-3-302, robbery as defined in section 18-4-301 or 18-4-302,
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sexual assault as set forth in section 18-3-402, or in section 18-3-403 as it existed prior to
July 1, 2000, or assault as defined in sections 18-3-202 and 18-3-203.
(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this section, a person is not
justified in using physical force if:
(a) With intent to cause bodily injury or death to another person, he provokes the use of
unlawful physical force by that other person; or
(b) He is the initial aggressor; except that his use of physical force upon another person
under the circumstances is justifiable if he withdraws from the encounter and effectively
communicates to the other person his intent to do so, but the latter nevertheless continues or
threatens the use of unlawful physical force; or
(c) The physical force involved is the product of a combat by agreement not specifically
authorized by law.
(4) In a case in which the defendant is not entitled to a jury instruction regarding selfdefense as an affirmative defense, the court shall allow the defendant to present evidence, when
relevant, that he or she was acting in self-defense. If the defendant presents evidence of selfdefense, the court shall instruct the jury with a self-defense law instruction. The court shall
instruct the jury that it may consider the evidence of self-defense in determining whether
the defendant acted recklessly, with extreme indifference, or in a criminally negligent
manner. However, the self-defense law instruction shall not be an affirmative defense
instruction and the prosecuting attorney shall not have the burden of disproving self- defense.
This section shall not apply to strict liability crimes.
18-1-704.5. Use of deadly physical force against an intruder.
(1) The general assembly hereby recognizes that the citizens of Colorado have a right to
expect absolute safety within their own homes.
(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 18-1-704, any occupant of a dwelling is
justified in using any degree of physical force, including deadly physical force, against
another person when that other person has made an unlawful entry into the dwelling, and
when the occupant has a reasonable belief that such other person has committed a crime in
the dwelling in addition to the uninvited entry, or is committing or intends to commit a crime
against a person or property in addition to the uninvited entry, and when the occupant reasonably
believes that such other person might use any physical force, no matter how slight, against
any occupant.
(3) Any occupant of a dwelling using physical force, including deadly physical force, in
accordance with the provisions of subsection (2) of this section shall be immune from
criminal prosecution for the use of such force.
(4) Any occupant of a dwelling using physical force, including deadly physical force, in
accordance with the provisions of subsection (2) of this section shall be immune from any civil
liability for injuries or death resulting from the use of such force.
18-1-705. Use of physical force in defense of premises.
A person in possession or control of any building, realty, or other premises, or a person who
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is licensed or privileged to be thereon, is justified in using reasonable and appropriate physical
force upon another person when and to the extent that it is reasonably necessary to prevent or
terminate what he reasonably believes to be the commission or attempted commission of an
unlawful trespass by the other person in or upon the building, realty, or premises. However, he
may use deadly force only in defense of himself or another as described in section 18-1704, or when he reasonably believes it necessary to prevent what he reasonably believes to be
an attempt by the trespasser to commit first degree arson.
18-1-706. Use of physical force in defense of property.
A person is justified in using reasonable and appropriate physical force upon another person
when and to the extent that he reasonably believes it necessary to prevent what he reasonably
believes to be an attempt by the other person to commit theft, criminal mischief, or criminal
tampering involving property, but he may use deadly physical force under these circumstances
only in defense of himself or another as described in section 18-1-704.
18-1-707. Use of physical force in making an arrest or in preventing an escape.
(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, a peace officer is justified in using
reasonable and appropriate physical force upon another person when and to the extent that he
reasonably believes it necessary:
(a) To effect an arrest or to prevent the escape from custody of an arrested person unless
he knows that the arrest is unauthorized; or
(b) To defend himself or a third person from what he reasonably believes to be the use or
imminent use of physical force while effecting or attempting to effect such an arrest or while
preventing or attempting to prevent such an escape.
(2) A peace officer is justified in using deadly physical force upon another person for a
purpose specified in subsection (1) of this section only when he reasonably believes that it is
necessary:
(a) To defend himself or a third person from what he reasonably believes to be the use or
imminent use of deadly physical force; or
(b) To effect an arrest, or to prevent the escape from custody, of a person whom he
reasonably believes:
(I) Has committed or attempted to commit a felony involving the use or threatened use of
a deadly weapon; or
(II) Is attempting to escape by the use of a deadly weapon; or
(III) Otherwise indicates, except through a motor vehicle violation, that he is likely to
endanger human life or to inflict serious bodily injury to another unless apprehended without
delay.
(3) Nothing in subsection (2) (b) of this section shall be deemed to constitute justification
for reckless or criminally negligent conduct by a peace officer amounting to an offense
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against or with respect to innocent persons whom he is not seeking to arrest or retain in custody.
(4) For purposes of this section, a reasonable belief that a person has committed an
offense means a reasonable belief in facts or circumstances which if true would in law constitute
an offense. If the believed facts or circumstances would not in law constitute an offense, an
erroneous though not unreasonable belief that the law is otherwise does not render
justifiable the use of force to make an arrest or to prevent an escape from custody. A peace
officer who is effecting an arrest pursuant to a warrant is justified in using the physical force
prescribed in subsections (1) and (2) of this section unless the warrant is invalid and is known
by the officer to be invalid.
(5) Except as provided in subsection (6) of this section, a person who has been directed by
a peace officer to assist him to effect an arrest or to prevent an escape from custody is
justified in using reasonable and appropriate physical force when and to the extent that he
reasonably believes that force to be necessary to carry out the peace officer's direction, unless
he knows that the arrest or prospective arrest is not authorized.
(6) A person who has been directed to assist a peace officer under circumstances specified
in subsection (5) of this section may use deadly physical force to effect an arrest or to prevent
an escape only when:
(a) He reasonably believes that force to be necessary to defend himself or a third person
from what he reasonably believes to be the use or imminent use of deadly physical force; or
(b) He is directed or authorized by the peace officer to use deadly physical force and does
not know, if that happens to be the case, that the peace officer himself is not authorized to use
deadly physical force under the circumstances.
(7) A private person acting on his own account is justified in using reasonable and
appropriate physical force upon another person when and to the extent that he reasonably
believes it necessary to effect an arrest, or to prevent the escape from custody of an arrested
person who has committed an offense in his presence; but he is justified in using deadly physical
force for the purpose only when he reasonably believes it necessary to defend himself or
a third person from what he reasonably believes to be the use or imminent use of deadly physical
force.
(8) A guard or peace officer employed in a detention facility is justified:
(a) In using deadly physical force when he reasonably believes it necessary to prevent the
escape of a prisoner convicted of, charged with, or held for a felony or confined under the
maximum security rules of any detention facility as such facility is defined in subsection (9)
of this section;
(b) In using reasonable and appropriate physical force, but not deadly physical force, in all
other circumstances when and to the extent that he reasonably believes it necessary to prevent
what he reasonably believes to be the escape of a prisoner from a detention facility.
(9) "Detention facility" as used in subsection (8) of this section means any place maintained
for the confinement, pursuant to law, of persons charged with or convicted of an offense, held
pursuant to the "Colorado Children's Code", held for extradition, or otherwise confined pursuant
to an order of a court.
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30-10-523 Sheriff Permits for Concealed Weapons.
The sheriff of each county and the official who has the duties of a sheriff in each city and county
shall issue written permits to carry concealed handguns as provided in Part 2 of Article
12 of Title 18, C.R.S.
24-20-202 Permit To Bear Arms.
If the governor at any time issues his proclamation as provided in section 24-20-201
declaring the state or any county, city, town, or district within the state to be in a state of riot,
or insurrection, or invasion, it is unlawful while said proclamation is in force for any person,
firm, or corporation within the territory covered by said proclamation to purchase, manufacture
for sale or use, receive, transport, carry, or use any firearm or ammunition or to sell, give away,
or otherwise dispose of or permit others to obtain possession of any firearm or ammunition
without a written permit from the governor or his regularly authorized representative. No permit
shall be issued by the governor or his representative unless and until the person so desiring
such permit satisfies the governor or his representative that the same is to be used in defense of
his home, person, or property. This section shall not apply to legally authorized peace
officers, or sheriffs, designated by the governor or his representative, or members of
the National Guard of Colorado. No permit shall be issued to allow the purchase, manufacture
for sale or use, receipt, use, transportation, or disposing of firearms or ammunition by anyone
not a citizen of the United States or to anyone who has not been a resident of the state of
Colorado for more than one year prior to the issuance of the proclamation mentioned in section
24-20-201.
33-6-125. Possession of a loaded firearm in a motor vehicle.
It is unlawful for any person, except a person authorized by law or by the division, to possess
or have under his control any firearm, other than a pistol or revolver, in or on any motor vehicle
unless the chamber of such firearm is unloaded. Any person in possession or in control of a
rifle or shotgun in a motor vehicle shall allow any peace officer, as defined in section 33-1-102
(32), who is empowered and acting under the authority granted in section
33-6-101 to enforce articles 1 to 6 of this title to inspect the chamber of any rifle or shotgun
in the motor vehicle. For the purposes of this section, a "muzzle-loader" shall be considered
unloaded if it is not primed, and, for such purpose, "primed" means having a percussion cap on
the nipple or flint in the striker and powder in the flash pan. Any person who violates this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine
of fifty dollars and an assessment of fifteen license suspension points.
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