Residential Basement Finish
Permit submittal requirements
Incomplete submittals will be returned for completion without review or approval
1. A complete Building Permit Application, signed and dated.
2. Construction plans, (2) drawn to scale, and clearly indicating all work to be performed.
These plans must include the:
 square footage of the area being finished, showing dimensions for each room
 intended or possible use of each room or area
 location of the furnace and water heater, and code compliant working clearances
 stairway location and whether the under stair area is to be finished
 location of all egress windows, along with verification of a code compliant window well and
egress ladder when required.
 required clearances at the water closet of a minimum 30” clear width and minimum 21” clear
space in front of the stool
 Indicate finished ceiling heights for all areas, as the ceiling height must be a minimum of 7
feet, though soffit areas may be reduced to 6’- 6” for a maximum width of 8 feet when
necessary to conceal beams, ducts and piping
3. Partially or totally finished basements require an egress window (or an egress door) in
compliance with the 2015 IRC Section R310. Each sleeping room must have a fully
compliant egress window (door) in place and must be compliant with the following:
 A minimum of 5.7 square feet of openable area.
 Minimum clear openable height of 24 inches.
 Minimum clear openable width of 20 inches.
 Maximum sill height of 44 inches.
 The window well shall have a minimum horizontal area of (9) sq. ft. and a minimum
dimension of 36” inches.
 Egress ladders (bolted in place) are required in window wells over 44” in depth and shall not
encroach into the required dimensions of the window well by more than 6 inches.
4. Code compliant combustion air for all fuel-fired appliances will be required to be installed if
not currently existing or adequate.
5. GFI protection is required for outlets in bathrooms and unfinished areas.
6. Smoke detectors shall be installed on each story, in the basement being finished, in all
sleeping rooms, and in the immediate vicinity directly outside sleeping rooms, as per the
requirements of the 2015 IRC, Section R314.
7. Walls must be provided with a minimum of 1 ½” of “float” space when built on concrete,
though an increased gap may be required due to actual site (soil) conditions.
8. Insulate the basement exterior walls completely with a minimum of R-13 insulation, or
provide calculations showing compliance with 2009 International Energy Conservation Code
for the entire building including using an alternative R value the basement area.
9. Please refer and use the attached Colorado ICC Chapter guidelines as an aid in
proper permit submittal, though additional details are normally required.
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