2021 ANNUAL REPORT

Our 2021 Annual Report reflects on the great work,
accomplishments, and growth of our organization, which,
I believe has the finest staff of any sheriff’s office in the country.
A few of our accomplishments in 2021 include the
introduction of our new SRO Therapy K-9 dog, Rex; the
creation and opening of our new K-9 Training Field; and
the addition of SROs to 3 area high schools.
Our Communications Section embraced a new Dispatch
Auto Assistant Program and our Records Section saw the
implementation of a new Public Access Portal for public
records requests. Along with these accomplishments,
we unveiled a new Fallen Deputy Memorial to honor law
enforcement officers who have made the ultimate sacrifice.
Soon after, the agency and the community suffered a loss
when we had to say goodbye to K-9 Roman.
As we embark into 2022, it is my hope we start to focus
on things that unite us, not the things that divide us. As
a law enforcement agency, we have a passion for service, a
commitment for safe communities, and a willingness to put
ourselves in harm’s way on a daily basis.
For many of us, this is our calling.
Every day, we face unknown challenges,
yet find solutions to serve the
community’s need for public safety while
striving for excellence in all that we do. I
look forward to 2022 and all the potential
it has for our organization and the
community we serve.

TYLER S. BROWN
ARAPAHOE
COUNTY
SHERIFF

I’m proud and honored to serve as
your Sheriff.
K-9 Roman. End of Watch: June 24, 2021
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The Undersheriff is an executive management
position and is second in command. He reports
directly to the Sheriff and is responsible for the
administration of the three bureaus within the
Sheriff’s Office.
Undersheriff Mark Nicastle

Command Staff
Left to right: Jon Takayama, Laurie Halaba, Ken McKlem, Jared Rowlison, Scott Luedtke,
Mark Nicastle, Tyler Brown, Robert Stef, Steve Rolen, Glenn Thompson, Olga Fujaros and Dan Joyce.

About the Sheriff’s Office
Established in 1858, the Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Office is the oldest
law enforcement agency in Colorado. The Sheriff’s Office is comprised
of three bureaus: Public Safety, Detention Services and Support Services.
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ACCREDITATION

Triple Crown
In January 2021, the Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Office was
re-accredited for the 30th consecutive year by the American
Correctional Association (ACA). Then in June 2021, the
Sheriff’s Office received the rare and prestigious Triple Crown
accreditation honor, making us the first law enforcement agency
in the United States to attain ‘Triple Crown status’ under a
fourth sheriff. Only 5% of law enforcement agencies nationwide
achieve this. For the communities we serve, this means we have
demonstrated professional excellence throughout our agency.
The Triple Crown award is presented to law enforcement
agencies that have received professional accreditation from the
Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement (CALEA);
the American Correctional Association (ACA); and the National
Commission on Correctional Health Care (NCCHA).

First law enforcement agency in the U.S. to attain “Triple Crown status” under a fourth sheriff.
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Fallen Deputy Memorial
A new Fallen Deputy Memorial was unveiled May 15, on
National Peace Officers Memorial Day, which honors
law enforcement officers who have made the ultimate
sacrifice.
Members of the Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Office,
together with the Arapahoe FOP Lodge 31, designed
and built the memorial. Their vision was to have a
gathering place for deputies and community members
to come together and remember those we have lost.
On the wall are the names of four deputies who gave
their lives in service to their community. The earliest
dates back to the 1880s.
• Gabriel B. Hollingsworth Jr. (1887)
• Charles H. Wilcox (1899)
• Benjamin Lee Goorman (1945)
• Roland Oliver Lackey (1993)
The families of each deputy attended the ceremony
and Sheriff Tyler Brown shared their life stories.
The new memorial and garden is located in front of the
Sheriff’s Office Headquarters building in Centennial.
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Public Safety Bureau
The Public Safety Bureau oversees Patrol Operations,
Patrol Special Operations, Investigations, Crime Lab,
Victim Assistance, Narcotics Team and the Office of
Emergency Management.
The bureau is commanded by Chief Glenn Thompson.

2021
CRIME STATS
Homicide
7 in Centennial
3 in Unincorporated

Robbery
39 in Centennial
61 in Unincorporated

Sexual Assault
14 in Centennial
16 in Unincorporated

Aggravated Assault
108 in Centennial
236 in Unincorporated

Motor Vehicle Theft
510 in Centennial
861 in Unincorporated

Crime Lab
In 2021, the Unified Metropolitan Forensic
Crime Lab increased its staffing and expanded
services. The Crime Lab released more than
2,600 reports to its home agencies, 565 of
those for the Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Office.
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Cold Cases
The Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Office established
a Cold Case Unit in 2005. Recently, our
Investigations Section selected a Major Case
Investigator to oversee the unsolved homicides,
suspicious deaths and unexplained missing
persons cases, some of which are decades old.

Victim Assistance
The Victim Assistance Program works with
victims, witnesses, or other citizens who have
been through a traumatic incident. In 2021, Victim
Assistance worked with 1,919 victims of crime and
provided services to 3,262 citizens in non-criminal
incidents. Victim Advocates are available 24 hours
a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year.

Digital Evidence Unit

Investigations
In 2021, Investigation
Services was led by Captain
Steve Rolen. The goal of
Investigation Services is to
identify suspects, apprehend
criminals, collect, process
and store evidence, and
provide comprehensive victim
services.
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This unit was formed in 2016, before we began
using our first body worn cameras (BWC). After
Senate Bill 217 was introduced in 2020, the unit
was expanded, and a new office was built to make
room for more digital evidence technicians. These
techs are responsible for reviewing digital media
requests from the news media, D.A.’s office or
public records requests. This includes body worn
camera footage, crime scene photos and 911 calls.

Photo
to come

Patrol
Operations
Patrol Operations is led
by Captain Laurie Halaba.
Patrol deputies provide law
enforcement to residents
24/7 in the county’s 8
precincts or police districts.
Lieutenants or area
commanders are responsible
for each precinct.

Behavioral Health
In 2021, we successfully transitioned the Behavioral
Health Response Program from a contract model
to an in-house model. Also known as the Co-responder
Program, it is now fully staffed with one Manager and
five clinicians who are all ACSO employees as the
demand for service continues to grow.
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Patrol Special
Operations
Patrol Special Operations is led
by Captain Ken McKlem. His unit
includes SWAT, Bomb Squad,
K-9 Unit, Traffic Safety Unit,
Hazmat, School Resource Officers,
Community Resource Unit and the
Office of Emergency Management.

S.W.A.T. Team

Special Response
Team
On June 1, 2021, the Sheriff’s Office
formed a new Special Response
Team (SRT). The SRT is a full-time
unit comprised of SWAT and Bomb
Squad members who are tasked with
assisting our patrol deputies and
other metro-area law enforcement
agencies with handling high-risk
calls, fugitive apprehensions and
serving search and arrest warrants.
The unit has the highest-trained and
best-equipped personnel who deploy
to high-risk encounters to quickly
resolve situations safely.
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Unmanned Aerial
Systems Team (Drones)

K-9 Unit

Negotiations Team

Mounted Unit
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Office of Emergency Management
The Arapahoe County Office of Emergency Management
(OEM) is overseen by the Sheriff’s Office. The OEM is a
central command facility whose primary responsibility is
carrying out the principles of emergency preparedness and
emergency management for natural or manmade disasters,
disease outbreaks and other public health emergencies.
The Wildland Fire Team and Hazardous Material Team also
operate under the OEM. Sheriff Tyler Brown serves as the
county’s emergency management director and fire warden.

Wildland Fire Team
The Wildland Fire Team responded to five fires in 2021, including supporting a deployment to the
Marshall Fire in Boulder County, the most destructive wildfire in Colorado history. The Wildland Fire
Team is responsible for controlling and extinguishing forest and prairie fires on private and state
land within the County, as well as unincorporated areas not covered by other firefighting agencies.

March 2021 Blizzard

June 2021 Oil Well Fire

Similar to the bomb cyclone in 2019,
the March blizzard brought such severe
weather, it required assistance from
Arapahoe County Road and Bridge to
execute the life safety mission. Our teams
worked nearly a 24-hour shift with only one
brief rest period. They assisted nearly 100
motorists ranging from stranded motorists
to critical medical calls.

On June 5th, 2021, dispatch received a report
of flames and smoke near Quincy Ave. and
Watkins Rd. Fracking equipment was on fire
and dozens of personnel had evacuated the
site. Fire mitigation was hampered due to
the chemicals, explosives, and fire on site. 19
different hazardous chemicals were involved
and a 3-mile safety zone was set up in case
of an explosion. The fire was eventually
extinguished and no injuries were reported.
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Traffic Unit

School Resource Officers
The Explorer Program
The Explorer Program is an educational,
volunteer program for high school and
young adults, ages 14-21, with an interest
in law enforcement. Once accepted,
Explorers attend a basic law enforcement
academy and then meet periodically to
learn more about the profession. They
also do ride-alongs with deputies on
patrol, assist them in their duties and
practice what they learned in training.
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REX

Rex is a trained and
certified therapy dog
we obtained in May
2021 when he was a
puppy. This friendly
black lab is part of a
program implemented
together with Littleton
Public Schools. Rex
is the partner of SRO
Deputy John Gray. Rex
is excellent with children
in crisis and those with
special needs. Our
therapy dog program has
now been copied by law
enforcement agencies
across the country who
have heard of Rex or
seen media stories about
him and reached out for
details to start their own
programs.
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Citizen &
Youth Academies
The Arapahoe County Sheriff’s
Office Citizens Academy and Youth
Academy provides a behind-thescenes look at the Sheriff’s Office.
You’ll learn about everything from
patrol to detentions to investigations
and our specialty teams like the
SWAT Team, Bomb Squad and K-9
Unit. There is no cost to attend.

Community Resources Unit
The Community Resources Unit (CRU)
is comprised of four deputies who are
assigned as crime prevention specialists. They provide
educational programs and safety information to local
businesses and homeowner associations. Their mission
is to prevent crime by working closely with members
of the Sheriff’s Office and the community.
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Detention Bureau
The Sheriff is the custodian of the jail and is responsible
for the housing of inmates, transporting prisoners,
executing writs and attending to the courts. The detention
facility can accommodate up to 1,400 inmates; however,
in 2021 due to Covid, the average inmate population
was around 700. The jail is staffed around the clock by
deputies, civilian and medical personnel.
The bureau is commanded by Chief Jared Rowlison.

THE NUMBERS

Total
Bookings

Average Daily
Population

Average
Length of Stay

Releases

Vehicle
Transports

8,083

701

33 days

8,071

1,258

Alternative
Sentencing
Program

Programs
Court Services
Alternative Sentencing
Inmate Programs

Work Release 158

Arapahoe Diverts

Home Detention 268
Judicial House Arrest 255

Average Daily Population
2019

1,082

Assaults

38
15

Inmate to Inmate
2020
2021
16

730
701

Inmate to Staff

Detentions
Operations
Detention Operations is run by
Captain Daniel Joyce. It focuses
on the safety and security of
the staff and inmates in custody.
Operations includes booking,
housing and releasing both
pre-trial and convicted inmates.

Detentions
Administration
Detention Administration is run by
Captain Scott Luedtke. He oversees
the SORT Team, Arapahoe Diverts
the Mentally Ill for Treatment, the
courthouse, court services, transports,
extraditions, inmate services,
the chaplain, commissary, food
services, maintenance, jail programs,
classifications and contracts.

Special Operations and Response Team (SORT)
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Support Services
Bureau
The Support Services Bureau provides support functions for
all areas of the sheriff’s office including concealed handgun
permits, communications center, human resources, internal
affairs, accreditation, civil and warrants, records, finance,
telecom, training and public affairs. The bureau is staffed
by both commissioned and civilian personnel.
The bureau is commanded by Chief Robert Stef.

Concealed
Handgun
Permits
New permits issued
4,024
2,076

2021

2020

Renewals
2021: 4,024 2020: 1,655
Denials/Revocations
2021: 54/33 2020: 51/37
Total Active Permits
in Arapahoe County
2021: 21,905 2020: 20,495
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Communications
The communications center
provides 24-hour dispatch
services for Unincorporated
Arapahoe County, Centennial,
Foxfield, Sheridan, Columbine
Valley, Cherry Hills Village,
Cherry Creek State Park
Rangers, South Suburban
State Park Rangers and
Arapahoe Community
College.

In 2021,
dispatch handed:
911 Calls

81,163
Non-emergency calls

73,654
Text to 911

620

Public Affairs
The Public Affairs office staffs two Public Information
Officers (PIO), one deputy and one civilian, who serve
as the liaison between the Sheriff’s Office and the
community. The PIOs handle media inquiries, media
outreach, news releases, social media, community
newsletter, video production and the annual report.

Human Resources
Deputies: 562
Civilians: 265
Total Full-Time Employees: 827

Civil & Warrants
The Civil Unit serve criminal and
civil warrants, writs, summons,
mandates and other legal
documents as provided by the
criminal and civil courts.
Civil Documents 6,784
Evictions 1,940

The Detail
The Detail is a community newsletter produced
by the Sheriff’s Office public affairs team. It’s
emailed monthly to thousands of subscribers
including residents, businesses, news media,
public officials and more. The newsletter details
positive stories about our agency, spreads
awareness
of important
issues and
builds a sense
of community
with our
citizens.

Honor
Guard

Warrants 6,089

Internal Affairs
Complaints Investigated: 109
Allegations Sustained: 16
Use of Force Investigated: 1
Use of Force Sustained: 0

Training Unit
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Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Office
13101 East Broncos Parkway
Centennial, CO 80112
arapahoesheriff.org

Follow Us on
Social Media

