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Lakeview Park

Dear Community Members and Partners,
If this past year has taught us anything, it’s the
immense value of our open spaces, parks, and trails.
We need these precious places—for our health, our
happiness, and our quality of life—and we need them
now more than ever. Through these hard times, we’ve
seen record growth and interest, with a 48% increase
in usage of County-managed trails in 2020.
Together with our municipal and special district
partners, Open Spaces has worked tirelessly to meet
increased demand and continue our efforts to
protect and steward the County’s parks, trails, and
open spaces for the enjoyment of our more than
650,000 residents.
A highlight of 2020 was the opening of our newest
urban park, Long’s Pine Grove, in the Four Square Mile
neighborhood of unincorporated Arapahoe County.
The park has quickly become one of our most popular
and widely used sites, with multiple shaded picnic
areas, central lawn with Front Range views, High Line
Canal access, and a wonderful playground. If you haven’t
been there already, we encourage you to visit and
see for yourself!

Another highlight was launching a large-scale effort
to update our decade-old master plan. This work has
involved extensive community engagement, research,
and analysis. Despite the pandemic limiting how
much outreach we could do in-person, we saw high
rates of online engagement and are grateful for all
the input we’ve received. The updated plan will be
finalized by summer 2021 and guide our investments
in parks, trails, and open space for the next decade
and beyond. Visit arapahoegov.com/osmasterplan for
updates.

OPEN SPACES OVERVIEW

In the following pages, we’ll recap projects and
successes from 2020. We hope that you’ll continue to
visit your favorite outdoor spots in Arapahoe County and
explore new ones in 2021. Our Open Spaces program
simply would not be possible without your support.
See you out on the trails!

In 2003 and again in 2011, Arapahoe County voters approved a quarter-cent sales
and use tax to support open space, parks, and trails. This means for every $100 spent
in Arapahoe County, 25 cents is invested in the outdoors, supporting the places
residents cherish. Since its inception, the Arapahoe County Open Spaces Program
has built or improved more than 70 miles of trails, supported 168 park, trailhead,
and heritage-area projects, and conserved 31,000 acres of open space.

Respectfully,
The Board of County Commissioners
Carrie Warren-Gully, District 1
Nancy N. Sharpe, District 2
Jeff Baker, District 3
Nancy Jackson, District 4
Bill L. Holen, District 5

Bijou Basin Open Space

2020 BY THE NUMBERS

4,500+

18

local government and nonprofit
partners actively engaged in
regional working groups

48%

increase in usage of
County-managed trails

276

animals exhibited at
Arapahoe County Fair
4-H completion events

$4.2M
grants awarded for parks,
trails, and open space

Dove Valley Regional Park

residents actively engaged in the master
planning process, through surveys, Town Halls,
and other engagement techniques

$15.6M
shareback funds distributed
to 12 municipalities

$31.4M
collected in Open Space Sales
and Use Tax revenue

3

historic windmills
modernized with solar
power technology

INVESTING IN OUR
COMMUNITIES
There are many ways Open Spaces invests in our communities. One is our Shareback
program, where 50% of annual Open Space Sales and Use Tax revenue is distributed
directly back to participating cities and towns based on population. Municipalities receiving
these funds: Aurora, Bennett, Centennial, Cherry Hills Village, Columbine Valley, Deer Trail,
Englewood, Foxfield, Glendale, Greenwood Village, Littleton, and Sheridan.

17

years of
positive impact

650,000+
residents served

Aurora Sports Park

GRANTS AND JOINT PROJECTS
Additional open space funds are distributed to cities, towns, and recreation districts through
project-based grants. In 2020, Arapahoe County Open Spaces awarded more than $4.2 million in
support of local projects. Keep an eye out for these forthcoming projects in your neighborhood.
Arapahoe Park & Recreation District:

• Peakview North Park basketball court
improvements ($28,000)

• Willow Trace Park playground improvements
($100,000)

• Fox Hill Park master planning for future
improvements ($33,300)

• High Plains Trail at Country Park bridge

installation and trailhead planning ($209,962)

City of Aurora:

• Plains Conservation Center prairie, wetland, and
interpretive area improvements ($500,000)

• Canterbury Park renovation ($500,000)
• High Line Canal Trail access improvements

and Laredo Highline neighborhood outreach
($180,000)

Town of Bennett:

• Bennett Regional Park and Open Space fishing
pond, dock, and picnic area ($487,500)

• Kiowa-Bennett Road at Kiowa Creek North Open
Space pedestrian underpass ($248,500)

Cherry Creek Vista Park & Recreation District:

• Peakview Park master planning for future
improvements ($100,000)

Kiowa Creek North Open Space

City of Englewood:

• Romans Park restroom, basketball court, and
picnic shelter renovation ($350,000)

City of Greenwood Village:

• Westlands Park pickleball court construction
($90,000)

• High Line Canal Trail at Orchard Road at-grade

WORKING GROUP
PROJECTS
Collaboration is the centerpiece of the Open Spaces program;
our partnerships with local agencies enable us to accomplish
more together than we could alone. That’s why we invest in four
regional working groups that collaborate to identify shared goals,
pool resources, and tackle projects as efficiently as possible. Key progress
made in 2020:

•

South Platte Working Group partners identified more than $50 million
in future projects to continue to improve recreational opportunities,
river access and safety, and ecological health along a 5.5-mile stretch of the
South Platte River.

•

High Line Canal Collaborative partners began construction in 2020 on two new
pedestrian underpasses that will significantly improve safety for trail users by providing
grade-separated crossings at two busy roadways (Hampden Avenue and Colorado
Boulevard).

•

East Metro Working Group partners collaborated with E-470 to support the new High
Plains Trail by developing new neighborhood and regional trail connections, as well
as planning for a future trailhead north of Quincy Avenue.

crossing improvements ($75,000)

City of Littleton:

• Slaughterhouse Gulch Park to Geneva Park
trail connection ($253,564)

• Reynolds Landing Park planning for future
improvements ($97,110)

• Jackass Gulch at Mineral Avenue stabilization
and restoration planning ($90,000)

City of Sheridan:

• River Run Trail Connection at Oxford Avenue
($68,400)

South Suburban Park & Recreation District:

• Writer’s Vista Park picnic shelter and restroom
renovation ($410,775)

• Foxhill Park playground, picnic shelter, and
basketball court renovation ($325,000)

High Line Canal

STEWARDSHIP
HIGHLIGHTS
Central to our mission is the stewardship and protection
of open spaces, parks, stream corridors, and regional trails.
Arapahoe County Open Spaces owns and manages 5,400
acres of parks, open spaces, and trail corridors, four trailheads,
and two designated heritage areas—the historic 17 Mile House
Farm Park and the Arapahoe County Fairgrounds and Park.
In 2020, our dedicated operations team served the citizens of
Arapahoe County by:

• Planting 200 willow cuttings along the creek channel at Kiowa Creek South
Open Space to slow future stream bank erosion.

• Treating 25 acres of noxious weeds throughout our eastern properties and along our trails.

• Retrofitting three 1960s agricultural windmills with new solar pump technology, 		

Despite the pandemic, Arapahoe
County Fairgrounds and Event
Center supported our community by:

increasing efficiency and delivering consistent water to support livestock 		
grazing at the 2,800-acre Bijou Basin Open Space.

• Completing an assessment of our trail infrastructure to help guide

• Executing successful 4-H completion 		

ongoing repairs and maintenance.

events in collaboration with Arapahoe 		
County CSU Extension, with 228 4-H youth 			
participants and 276 animals exhibited.

• Supporting volunteer projects at the 17 Mile House Farm

Park heritage site; 26 volunteers donated 489 hours 		
leading educational tours, engaging citizens, archiving 		
materials, and preserving the historic property.

• Holding two new signature community events,

Treat Street (Halloween event) and Pictures on the Plains 		
(summer movie series). Both sold out quickly and provided fun, 		
a safe outdoor experiences for more than 700 attendees.

• Hosting the Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners 		
annual conference at 17 Mile House Farm
Park and Cherry Creek Valley Ecological Park.

• Serving as a Voter Service and Polling Center for the 2020 Election.

• Upgrading underpass lighting on the

• Setting up an Alternate Care Facility site to support the County’s COVID-19

High Line Canal Trail at Iliff Avenue to
support trail user safety.

17 Mile House Farm Park

emergency management response.

4-H Competition
Arapahoe County Fairgrounds

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT:
LONG’S PINE GROVE
The newest County-owned park and trailhead, the long-awaited Long’s
Pine Grove, opened to the public in July 2020. The 2.8-acre park is
located at 1523 S. Uinta Way in unincorporated Arapahoe County
and offers views of the Front Range, mature pine trees, picnic
facilities, a playground, a loop walking path, restrooms,
parking, and a new point of access to the High Line Canal
Trail. The neighborhood park has quickly become one
of our most popular, well-loved sites.

TRAIL
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Trails play a crucial role in connecting people to nature and to
surrounding communities. For local residents, having access to trails
means an opportunity to get exercise while also getting fresh air. Since 2004,
Arapahoe County Open Spaces has worked with local communities to build a
comprehensive network of multi-use trails that safely connect neighborhoods,
workplaces, schools, and other destinations throughout the County and the
Denver metro area.

2020 HIGHLIGHTS:
Hudson Gardens River Integration: The City of Littleton, South Suburban Park & Recreation
District, and Hudson Gardens collaborated to improve connections between Hudson Gardens
and the Mary Carter Greenway Trail along the South Platte River. Improvements
include a new entry point from the trail into Hudson Gardens, a central green
area, improved seating, and a new parking area on Maplewood Avenue with
direct access to the trail.
Other trail and trailhead projects completed in 2020:

Long’s Pine Grove

•

City of Greenwood Village – Greenwood Gulch Trail
at Castlewood Park Restroom

•

City of Greenwood Village – High Line Canal
Trailhead at Orchard Road Restroom

•

Arapahoe Park and Recreation District –
Stanford Hills Open Space Trails (Phase I)
Cherry Creek Regional Trail

PARKS AND
PLAYGROUNDS
Arapahoe County Open Spaces is passionate about getting
people outside. Access to parks, playgrounds, and athletic fields
is foundational for a community’s quality of life. Children who
play outside experience physical and social benefits, such
as improved attention span and problem-solving skills,
while having the opportunity to develop an
appreciation for the natural world. Since 2004,
Arapahoe County has invested in 139 park
projects, ranging from new construction
to replacement of outdated park
amenities.

Centennial Center Park

2020 HIGHLIGHTS:
In July 2020, we joined Byers Park and
Recreation District to celebrate the grand
reopening of Byers Community Park. Arapahoe
County Open Spaces granted the District a total of
$397,000 over several years to support design and
construction of park improvements, including a new
playground, picnic shelter, walkways, turf lawn, and
landscaping. The park renovation was also supported
with grant funds from the Colorado Health Foundation.
Additional grant-funded improvements were completed in 2020 at:

•

Progress Park (South Suburban Park & Recreation District)

•

Olympic Park Ballfields (Aurora)

•

Central Park (Goodman Metro District)

•

Field Elementary Playground (Littleton)

•

Options Secondary at Whitman School Playground (Littleton)

•

Spring Creek Park (Arapahoe Park & Recreation District)

•

Jason Park (Englewood)

•

Chase Park (Sheridan)

•

Lakeview Park (Cherry Creek Vista Park & Recreation District)

•

Future Park (Bennett)

•

Bennett Regional Park & Open Space

Olympic Park

LOOKING AHEAD: MASTER PLAN

In 2020, Open Spaces began the year-long process of updating our decade-old master plan. Community
input, along with extensive research and analysis, has played a critical role in the process. The plan update
will be completed by summer 2021 and serve as a blueprint for the program’s future. We are excited to
implement your suggestions! Find plan information at www.arapahoegov.com/osmasterplan

WHAT WE’VE HEARD
More than 4.500 people actively engaged in the planning process via surveys, interviews, public meetings,
and focus groups. Hundreds more visited the project website and interacted with us on social media.
This is high engagement, especially given the impact of the pandemic.

Maintain and
improve what
we have

Byers Community Park

Protect and
restore wildlife
habitat, sensitive
ecosystems and
riparian corridors

Continue to
provide new trail
connections and
recreation
opportunities

Distinguish
priorities
between urban
and rural
geographies

Improve
awareness and
communications

COMING UP:
•

A new pedestrian underpass at
Gun Club Road will connect Harvest
Trail users to the Quincy Ave Trail and
High Plains Trail along E-470. The project
will be completed in mid-2021 and will mark
exciting progress for regional trail connectivity
in the east metro area.

•

Recent organizational changes brought Arapahoe
County Colorado State University (CSU) Extension into the
Open Spaces department. Extension is a trusted
resource locally and throughout Colorado, known for providing
education and programs that safeguard health, increase livelihood,
and enhance well-being. We’re looking forward to working closely
to strengthen our combined impact and better serve Arapahoe County
residents.

•

Construction begins in 2022 on Dove Valley Regional Park Phase 1
improvements, including a new parking lot, playground, community lawn, dog park,
and wheel park.

•

Generating support for the reauthorization of the Open Space Sales and Use Tax
is one of the goals of the 2021 master plan update. We will prioritize citizen
engagement and continue to build awareness of the program, the funding,
and how communities across Arapahoe County have benefited.

Cherry Creek Valley Ecological Park

FIND YOUR SPACE
6934 South Lima Street, Centennial, CO 80112
Phone: 720-874-6540 | Fax: 720-874-6743
open_space@arapahoegov.com
www.arapahoegov.com/openspaces

Open Space and Trails Advisory Board:
Bev Bradshaw
Michele Frishman
Dala Giffin
Grider Lee
Sharon Powers
Russell Stewart

South Platte Park

