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South Platte Park

Dear Community Members and Partners,
The response to the global pandemic has created
“shelter in place” orders and “safer at home” guidelines.
However, it has also created a new and deeper
appreciation for the things we value most: our health,
the health and welfare of our families, and the ability
to go outside. To sit in the sun, to walk/ride our trails
and to enjoy nature. Arapahoe County is fortunate to
have an abundance of such places, such as the South
Platte River, the High Line Canal, Cherry Creek, Toll
Gate Creek and many others.
Together with our cities, towns and park districts,
we’ve built or improved playgrounds, parks, bridges
and trails. We’ve built new athletic fields, preserved
important historic sites, planted trees, stabilized
eroding creek beds and protected valuable land.
We’ve hosted the annual Arapahoe County Fair
and dozens of other events, inspiring countless
smiles and family memories.   
Most importantly, we’ve remained steadfast in our
commitment to supporting you and the spaces where
you live, play and dream. Spanning 805 square miles
and serving more than 656,000 residents, Arapahoe
County covers a lot of ground. We continue to hear
from residents and visitors how much you value and
enjoy our local outdoor recreation spaces and facilities, and how important they are in creating healthy,
vibrant communities. We couldn’t agree more!  

The accomplishments highlighted in the pages that
follow would simply not be possible without Arapahoe
County residents’ continued support of the Open
Space Sales and Use Tax. You make our work possible,
and this is our report card. This is how we’ve used the
money you’ve entrusted to us.
As we look ahead to the next decade, we are updating
our Open Space Master Plan and evaluating how
we can best serve the diverse needs of our varied
communities. We’ve seen a 14 percent growth in the
population of the County since 2010 and record use
of local parks, trails and open spaces. With that comes
growth-related stressors that need to be addressed,
along with new opportunities to provide outdoor
recreation and protect our valuable resources. This
work is critical, now more than ever.
With your continued support and assistance, we can
craft our future and fulfill our mission of protecting
Arapahoe County’s treasured parks, trails and open
spaces for residents and visitors to enjoy today and
forever.  
After all, healthy lands mean healthy communities and
healthy people. When combined, the result is a high
quality of life for Arapahoe County residents and
visitors. To our health!  
Respectfully,
The Board of County Commissioners  
Kathleen Conti, District 1
Nancy N. Sharpe, District 2
Jeff Baker, District 3

Nancy Jackson, District 4
Bill L. Holen, District 5

OPEN SPACES OVERVIEW
In 2003 and again in 2011, voters approved a countywide quarter-cent sales and
use tax to support open space, parks and trails in Arapahoe County. This means for
every $100 spent in Arapahoe County, 25 cents is invested in the outdoors, supporting
the places residents cherish.
Since its inception, the Arapahoe County Open Spaces Program has built or
improved more than 73 miles of trails, supported more than 160 park and
trailhead projects, and conserved more than 31,000 acres of open space.

Coal Creek

2019 BY THE NUMBERS

$134,000

25+

local government and
nonprofit partners engaged
in regional working groups  

7

16

years of
positive impact

new playgrounds
built or renovated

Bijou Creek

$14M
shareback funds
distributed

miles of
new trails

5

value of volunteer time
(684 volunteers donated 5,266 hours)

12

cities and towns
supported

$28.7M 600
collected in Open Space Sales
and Use Tax revenue

trees planted

656,000+
residents served

INVESTING IN OUR
COMMUNITIES
There are many ways Open Spaces invests in our communities. Fifty percent of the annual
Open Space Sales and Use Tax revenue is distributed directly back to participating cities
and towns within the County based on population. Municipalities that receive these
shareback funds include Aurora, Bennett, Centennial, Cherry Hills Village, Columbine Valley,
Deer Trail, Englewood, Foxfield, Glendale, Greenwood Village, Littleton
and Sheridan.   

Cherry Creek Regional Trail

Additional open space funds are distributed to cities, towns and park districts through
project-based grants. In 2019, Arapahoe County Open Spaces awarded more than $6 million in
support of local projects. Keep an eye out for these forthcoming projects in your neighborhood!  

• Arapahoe County Recreation District – replacement of irrigation system at Dove Valley Regional Park
($500,000)

• Arapahoe Park and Recreation District – construction of new trails in the Copperleaf neighborhood ($350,000)
• Arapahoe Park and Recreation District – construction of new trails in Stanford Hills Open Space ($372,060)
• City of Aurora – construction of a 3-mile segment of the Triple Creek Trail ($500,000)
• Town of Bennett – construction of irrigation, turf, and landscape improvements at Future Park ($99,000)
• City of Cherry Hills Village – redevelopment of John Meade Park ($500,000)
• City of Englewood – renovation of the playground and tennis courts at Romans Park ($500,000)
• City of Greenwood Village – safety improvements to the Greenwood Gulch Trail undercrossing at Orchard
Road ($337,500)

• City of Littleton – improvements to tennis courts and baseball fields at Harlow Park ($500,000)
• City of Littleton – renovation of the playground and neighborhood park at Options Middle School ($298,034)
• City of Littleton – planning for future park improvements at Reynolds Landing ($90,000)
• City of Sheridan – renovation and expansion of Chase Park ($414,000)
• Arapahoe County Open Spaces – partnering regionally with the City of Aurora, Town of Parker,

Douglas County and E-470 to complete a 1-mile trail and new pedestrian overpass connecting the
Cherry Creek Trail and High Plains Trail ($1.1 million)

Dove Valley Regional Park

2019 COMPLETED
PROJECTS:
•

Buckley Air Force Base Buffer Project: In 2019, we
celebrated the last in a series of land acquisitions intended
to protect the base from encroaching development while also
creating a protected corridor for parks, trails and wildlife habitat.
The project partners, including Arapahoe County Open Spaces,
City of Aurora, U.S. Air Force, Trust for Public Land, Colorado
Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, and Great Outdoors
Colorado, purchased more than 700 acres of open space. $1 million in
open space funds were leveraged with $20 million from other partners for
the effort.

•

The South Platte Connections Study: The study identified more than 30 projects
that could improve bicycle and pedestrian access to the South Platte River and Mary
Carter Greenway. The recommendations range from simple (signage and short trail
connections) to complex (pedestrian bridges and underpasses). There are a number of
projects that are already moving forward! The study was funded by Arapahoe County Open
Spaces and completed in partnership with South Suburban Parks & Recreation and the
Cities of Littleton, Englewood and Sheridan.

•

High Line Canal Framework Plan: Arapahoe County Open Spaces and our
partners in the High Line Canal Working Group completed a Framework Plan,
which identifies opportunities to increase safety, add new amenities and
improve natural areas along the entire 71-mile trail corridor.
Implementation of the plan recommendations is underway.

South Platte Park

STEWARDSHIP
HIGHLIGHTS
Our mission places a high value on the stewardship and
protection of open spaces, parks, stream corridors and regional
trails. Arapahoe County Open Spaces owns and manages 5,300
acres, eight parks, five open spaces, four trailheads, 14 miles of trails,
the historic 17 Mile House Farm Park and the Arapahoe County
Fairgrounds and Event Center.
In 2019, our dedicated operations team served the citizens of Arapahoe County by:

• Planting 600 trees and restoring 10 acres of native grassland
• Controlling more than 150 acres of noxious weeds and invasive plants
• Attracting nearly 1,500 visitors to the historic 17 Mile House Farm Park
• Engaging 572 students in hands-on environmental learning in partnership
with Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners

• Conducting a plant community survey at Bijou Basin Open Space
in partnership with Denver Botanic Gardens

• Engaging 162 volunteers for a total of 2,012 hours in
stewardship projects, from cleanup and restoration
to tree planting, historical preservation and
community education

17 Mile House Farm Park

Fairgrounds and Event Center staff supported a
wide variety of events and activities by:

• Hosting 735 events with an estimated 85,833 visitors
•

Participating in 16+ outreach events, from City
of Aurora’s Punkin Chunkin’ to Bike to Work Day

•

Drawing a record-breaking
27,000 attendees to the
Arapahoe County Fair

Petting Farm at the 2019 Arapahoe County Fair

PROJECT SPOTLIGHT:
BARN PRESERVATION
The iconic 1870s red barn at 17 Mile House, a landmark along Parker Road
near the Arapahoe/Douglas County line, was renovated in 2019 with
the assistance of a $200,000 grant from the History Colorado State
Historical Fund. Time had taken its toll on the building, which
was severely weathered and structurally unstable. Preservation
work was completed in July and includes structural
stabilization, foundation repairs, a new roof and new
exterior paint. The barn displays historic farm
equipment and is now open for scheduled
tours and agricultural demonstrations.

17 Mile House Barn

TRAIL
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Trails play a crucial role in connecting people to nature, their surrounding
communities and to physical activity. Since 2004, Arapahoe County
Open Spaces has helped build a comprehensive bicycle and pedestrian
network that safely connects neighborhoods, workplaces, schools and other
destinations. In partnership with local communities, we’ve established a
network of trails that encourage walking, bicycling and recreation throughout the
County and the larger metro area.
2019 Highlights:
Harvest Trail: This 1.2-mile trail just north of the Tollgate Crossing neighborhood connects
Gun Club Road to Harvest Road and the Arapahoe County Fairgrounds. When the intersection
improvements at Gun Club Road, E-470 and Quincy are completed in early 2021, the trail will
safely connect to Quincy Avenue and the High Plains Trail through a new pedestrian underpass.
Triple Creek Trailhead: The City of Aurora opened a new trailhead, located on
Colfax Avenue at the confluence of the High Line Canal Trail, Sand Creek
Regional Greenway and Triple Creek Greenway. This trailhead will provide
improved bicycle, pedestrian and equestrian access to these three regional
trails. The site includes ample parking for vehicles and horse trailers, a
restroom and 8.5 acres of open space restored with native grasses.
Arapahoe County Open Spaces awarded a $500,000 grant to
support this project in 2016.
Other trail projects completed in 2019:

• Mesa Trail Improvements (Arapahoe Park and
Recreation District)

• Greenwood Gulch Trail Low-Water
Crossing Improvement
(Greenwood Village)

Mary Carter Greenway

PARKS AND
PLAYGROUNDS
Arapahoe County Open Spaces is passionate about getting
residents outside. Access to parks, playgrounds and athletic
fields has a positive impact on the physical and mental health
of residents of all ages. These amenities are foundational
for a community’s quality of life. Children who play outside
experience physical and social benefits, such as
improved attention span and problem-solving
skills, while having the opportunity to develop
an appreciation for the natural world.
Since 2004, Arapahoe County
has funded 130 park projects,
ranging from new construction
to replacement of
outdated park
amenities.

Red-Tailed Hawk Park

2019 HIGHLIGHTS:
Red-Tailed Hawk Park: This project is the
first of its kind in the City of Aurora, and was
inspired by a young resident’s wish to have a local
playground where kids of all abilities could play side by
side. The Make-A-Wish Foundation approached City staff,
who worked tirelessly to create a space that far exceeds
traditional accessibility standards and where kids can play and
explore together through sound, color, texture and movement.
Arapahoe County Open Spaces awarded a $450,000 grant
for this project in 2018.
Sheridan Square Park: This park is an integral piece of Habitat for Humanity
of Metro Denver’s largest-ever housing development. The park provides a
“backyard” and gathering space for more than 350 new community residents as
well as for the surrounding Fort Logan neighborhood. The City of Sheridan received
a $322,500 Arapahoe County Open Spaces grant for this project in 2018.
Other park projects completed in 2019:

•

Carson Skate Park Expansion (Greenwood Village)

•

Bowles Grove Park Ballfield & Irrigation Pond Improvements (Littleton)

•

Infinity Park Practice Rugby Field Synthetic Turf Replacement
(Glendale)

•

Lyons Park Playground Renovation and Shelter Improvements
(Strasburg)

Carson Skate Park

LOOKING AHEAD

While much has been accomplished, we must also plan carefully for our future.
In 2020, Arapahoe County Open Spaces is updating our decade-old Master
Plan. The plan’s four objectives are: prioritizing land acquisitions, expanding
the Open Space Program’s reach, raising awareness of the value of the
dedicated Open Space Sales & Use Tax, and building the next
generation of leaders and environmental stewards. Your voice
and involvement will shape our programs and services.

Visit www.arapahoegov.com/osmasterplan for
more information and to share your input.

Bijou Basin Open Space

COMING UP:
•

Arapahoe County Open Spaces
broke ground in 2019 at the new
Long’s Pine Grove, a park located in
the Four Square Mile neighborhood. The
County purchased the 3-acre property in
2014, and created a site plan in 2017-18 using
input from public meetings, web-based comments
and surveys. The long-awaited park will be completed
in 2020 and will provide a new trailhead and access
point for the High Line Canal Trail, as well as restrooms,
picnic areas, a playground and loop trails.

•

In 2020, Arapahoe County will begin creating a site plan for its
Kiowa Creek North Open Space near Bennett. The County acquired
this 265-acre property in 2009 and currently leases it for cattle grazing.
The planning process will invite area residents to help define future public
uses of the site, such as trails, picnic areas and visitor parking.

•

Construction on an important regional trail connection is slated to begin in 2021.
The one mile trail segment will fill a significant gap in the east Denver metro trail
system, connecting the High Plains Trail near the Arapahoe/Douglas County line
to the Cherry Creek Regional Trail at 17 Mile House Farm Park, safely crossing
Parker Road along the way via a new pedestrian overpass. This $7 million
project is funded by Arapahoe and Douglas Counties, the City of Aurora,
the Town of Parker, E-470, Great Outdoors Colorado and the Denver
Regional Council of Governments.

Kiowa Creek North Open Space

FIND YOUR SPACE
6934 South Lima Street, Centennial, CO 80112
Phone: 720-874-6540 | Fax: 720-874-6743
open_space@arapahoegov.com
www.arapahoegov.com/openspaces

Open Space and Trails Advisory Board:
Bev Bradshaw
Michele Frishman
Dala Giffin
Grider Lee
Sharon Powers
Russell Stewart

Cherry Creek Valley Ecological Park

