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2

Project Need
• This project will replace 5.2 miles (3.3 miles in Arapahoe County) of high-pressure
natural gas main which will allow Xcel Energy to continue to provide the safe and
reliable gas service our residential and commercial customers expect.
• The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) issued a new
regulation in October 2019 requiring operators to ensure pipelines in their system
meet certain record-keeping requirements.
• The project will install a new high-pressure transmission pipeline to comply with
PHMSA’s updated documentation standards.
• Xcel Energy confirmed that the existing pipeline complies with PHMSA regulations
when operated at distribution pressures. Portions of the existing pipeline will reinforce
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the distribution system in the area.

Replacing the Existing Line

4

Routing Factors
• Existing infrastructure – roads,
railroads, overhead and underground
utilities
• Engineering – constructability,
installation methods, safety, separation
from other utilities
• Construction logistics – workspace,
traffic control, underground utilities
• Land uses – parks and open space,
schools and places of worship,
residential, commercial, industrial

• Environmental factors – wetlands,
historic sites, areas of environmental
concern, wildlife
• Community impacts – traffic control,
proximity to residences, noise
• Natural gas system planning –
connection points, located in the
service area, pipeline size
• Land rights – public rights of way,
private easement
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Route Alternatives Analysis
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Proposed Route
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Permitting and Agency Consultation
• Public Agency Consultation – Federal
Level

• Public Agency Consultation – Local Level
–

City of Aurora

–

US Army Corps of Engineers

–

City of Centennial

–

US Fish and Wildlife Service

–

Greenwood Village

• Public Agency Consultation – State Level
–

Colorado Department of Public Health and
Environment

–

Colorado Department of Transportation

–

Colorado Parks and Wildlife – Cherry Creek
State Park

• Public Agency Consultation – Stakeholders
–

Cherry Creek School District

–

Cherry Creek Basin Water Quality Authority

–

Southeast Metro Stormwater Authority

• Public Agency Consultation –
County/Regional Level
–

Arapahoe County

–

City and County of Denver

–

Regional Transportation District (RTD)
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Avoiding Impacts to Natural Resources
The project design minimizes potential impacts to environmental resources including
wildlife, wetlands, waterbodies, and other resources.
• Prairie Dog Passive Relocation
– Hire contractor who specializes in non-lethal passive relocation of prairie
dogs.
– Passively relocate prairie dogs from construction area until work activities are
complete.
• Avoiding Raptor Impacts
– Observe nest buffer recommendations for active raptor nests.
• Construction in and near Waterways
– For 3 waterway crossings, install concrete-encased line between 6’ and 10’
beneath the natural bottom of the waterway.
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Minimizing Visual Impacts
The pipeline will be buried underground with
one new valve set in Arapahoe County in
Cherry Creek State Park (on USACE land).
Project design minimizes visual impacts.
• Xcel Energy will address visual impacts
associated with the aboveground valve set.
– Install fencing and paint infrastructure
to blend with surrounding area to
extent feasible.
– Install natural screening in alignment
with USACE and CPW specifications
and allowances.

Example of possible screening of proposed valve
set
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Schedule
• 2018: Planning began
• 2019-present: Permitting phase
• July 2020-present: Construction started where authorized in Aurora, Centennial,
Denver, Greenwood Village
• August 2021: Major project construction completed
– Restoration will continue beyond August 2021
The project schedule is subject to change.
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What to Expect During Construction
• Traffic control including flaggers,
measures as needed
• Delays to navigate through the work area
• Potential temporary changes to business
and resident access
• Potential temporary trail closures and
associated detours
• Noise during construction
• Material deliveries
• Construction equipment
We take measures to reduce construction related inconveniences and
respond to inquiries.
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Meeting and Exceeding Safety Standards
Public safety is at the foundation of all we do. The safety of the public
influences every decision we make.
• The Project will be installed in accordance with company,
federal and state safety standards.
• We proactively implement safety measures before,
during and after construction.
• Safety is part of all phases:
– Planning and design
– Construction
– Prior to putting a pipeline into service
– During the lifetime of a pipeline.
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Adhering to Pipeline Safety Standards
• PHMSA rules ensure safe, reliable and environmentally sound operation.
• Colorado PUC inspects independently: field observations, operations and
maintenance records, integrity management, damage prevention and more.
Third-party inspection during construction

Excavation monitoring near pipeline

Pipe coating and cathodic protection against
corrosion

24/7 SCADA monitoring and control for unusual
pressures or flows

Weld inspection and non-destructive testing (xray)

Immediate response to severe anomalies found
from in-line inspection

Pressure testing at 1.5x max pressure.

Immediate repair of hazardous leaks

Post-construction in-line inspection to check for
dents

Repair typically within 5 days for non-hazardous
underground leaks

Annual hazard patrol, more often at highway and
railroad crossings

Remote-controlled valve operation in case of
emergency

Annual leak survey

Emergency responder communication
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Accessing PHMSA Reports Online
• PHMSA reports can be accessed in the Data and Statistics section of the PHMSA
website.
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Industry Leading Safety Standards
• Xcel Energy operates a damage prevention program to educate excavators with the
goal of preventing damage to our natural gas system. We are in the top quartile of the
utility industry.
• As a public utility serving customers in Colorado, we hold leadership positions in
natural gas industry associations to learn, leverage and help build best practices.
• We implement best practices recommended by the American Gas Association that
help move our industry beyond current standard regulations.
• We participate in industry forums that advance research and development focused on
safe natural gas operations.
16

Public Outreach
• Committed to providing timely information and responses to individual stakeholder
inquiries.
• Advance notification and ongoing updates during construction via postcards, emails,
informational posters, etc.
• Hosting dedicated website, email address, information line, email subscriber list
(emails sent every 2 weeks) throughout project:
– XcelEnergySEMetroGasProject.com
– Info@XcelEnergySEMetroGasProject.com
– 866.263.7419
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PSCo/Xcel Energy Qualifications
• Public Service Company (PSCo) manages and safely operates 2,057 miles of highpressure natural gas pipeline and 22,633 miles of distribution natural gas pipeline
throughout Colorado.
– Serves more than 1.4 million natural gas customers in state.
• PSCo is financially solvent.
– In Colorado for 2019, PSCo gas operations contributed $1.2 billion to Xcel
Energy’s $4.2 billion in total revenue.
– PSCo also has contractual obligations for purchase and/or delivery of $1.1
billion of natural gas supply through transportation, storage agreements through
2029.
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Conditions of Approval
Condition

Response

1. Applicant must address Public Works Staff comments
and concerns.

Xcel Energy will continue to work with Public Works staff
to address comments and concerns.

2: Applicant shall obtain all necessary Federal, State and
County permits required for occupation, environmental and
building/work permits for the project.

Xcel Energy will obtain all necessary permits.

3. Applicant shall continue to work with Mile High Flood
District to resolve concerns stated in recommendation
letter received 8/19/2020.

Xcel Energy will continue to work with Mile High Flood
District to address their concerns.

4. Applicant must meet all of Tri-County Health
Department requirements and receive approval from TriCounty Health.

This condition has been met.
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Conditions of Approval
Condition

Response

5. L&E approval is contingent upon approval of Project
1041 Permit Application.

Xcel Energy is committed to working with Arapahoe
County to obtain both the L&E and 1041 permits for this
project.

6. Applicant will employ the services of a prairie dog
relocation expert to relocate the prairie dogs.

The condition has been met.

7. Applicant will provide safety information to the County
as indicated during our questioning (regarding existing
Xcel Energy Pipelines currently operated and maintained
by Xcel Energy in Colorado).

The condition has been met.

8 Applicant will provide screening and landscaping around
above-ground valve set.

Xcel Energy will continue to coordinate with USACE and
CPW to provide appropriate screening for the
aboveground valve set.

Xcel Energy respectfully requests the opportunity to consider and evaluate the
feasibility of fulfilling any additional conditions presented by the Board of County
Commissioners.
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