Xcel Energy’s 1041 Application Prairie Dog Management Plan Differences


The original draft plan Prairie Dog Management Plan, attached to the 1041 permit application
(case no. ASI20-001) as Attachment K, and the new draft plan, submitted in September, both rely
on a non-lethal, passive relocation Reverse Dispersal Translocation (RDT) plan for the blacktailed prairie dogs (BTPDs) in Cherry Creek State Park. The new draft plan employs a qualified
prairie dog expert, but ultimately the qualified prairie dog company will be required to implement
the RDT according to its expertise.



For example, under the initial draft plan, dog mounds would be flattened and crumpled
newspapers or similar material would be placed in open burrows to discourage prairie dogs from
entering them. Under the guidance of a qualified prairie dog expert the new draft plan says
burrow disturbance will employ RTD methods using poultry wire one-way doors or dryer vents to
allow burrow exit but prevent re-entry. Once vacated, burrows will be collapsed per RDT
guidance. Also, under the new draft plan throughout passive relocation, all new burrows will be
fitted with one-way-doors per RTD methods.

Summary of Qualifications of Company Implementing Prairie Dog Management Plan



Xcel Energy is committed to selecting and will use a qualified contractor to passively relocate
prairie dogs for the Project. The company is evaluating contractors who have demonstrated
successful experience passively relocating prairie dogs and who have the staff to implement the
methods outlined in the draft Prairie Dog Management Plan. These contractors include those
recommended by Prairie Protection Colorado, amongst others.

Estimate of Prairie Dog Area Temporarily Affected Within Construction ROW for Southeast Metro
Natural Gas Project at Cherry Creek State Park*





Estimates based on CPW’s 2019 survey of colony boundaries mapped
This assumes a 75 ft ROW
Referring to the park’s plan (attached) portions of six (9, 11, 12, 14, 15, and 17) of the park’s total
14 colonies are impacted.
It is estimated that the Project will temporarily affect approximately 20 acres of colonies. There
are 460 acres of colonies in the park, so impacts are 6 percent of the total.

*These are rough estimates
Points to note:






While it is called “relocation,” we are not relocating prairie dogs to a new place. They are being
temporarily excluded from their current burrows.
No prairie dogs are being moved off the site or even moved within the park. They will only be
temporarily excluded from burrows in the ROW as construction moves through the area.
Prairie dogs are being excluded from current burrows but can freely move to adjacent habitat.
Following construction and restoration, the project has no plans to continue prairie dog
management and it is expected prairie dogs will reoccupy the ROW
At some point in the future, the park may implement prairie dog management within colonies in
the Project’s ROW, per their plan. However, the Project has no input in that activity.
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Introduction
Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo), dba Xcel Energy, is proposing to replace approximately 5.2
miles of 20-inch diameter steel natural gas transmission pipeline. The Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project
(SEMNGP, the Project) would install new pipeline between an existing regulator station, F917, near the
intersection of East Caley Avenue and South Troy Circle in the City of Centennial, and an existing valve set
near South Yosemite Avenue and East Hampden Avenue in the City and County of Denver. This section of
pipeline is an integral portion of the larger 20-inch diameter pipeline system that provides natural gas to
the southeastern Denver metropolitan area. This pipeline would traverse land managed or owned by U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) – Cherry Creek State Park, the City
and County of Denver, City of Aurora, unincorporated Arapahoe County, City of Greenwood Village, and
the City of Centennial. This replacement section is part of an existing natural gas pipeline constructed in
the 1950s that delivers natural gas between the same two project end points.
The portion of the Project passing through Cherry Creek State Park (the Park) will encounter active blacktailed prairie dog (Cynomys ludovicianus) colonies. Active prairie dog colonies that may be impacted by the
Project were mapped in summer 2019, their boundaries are shown on Figure 1. The purpose of this memo
is to summarize the approach to manage prairie dogs before and during construction.

Species Status
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has completed a status review of the black-tailed prairie dog and has
determined it does not warrant protection as a threatened or endangered species under the Endangered
Species Act.1
Prairie dogs have been identified as a species of Special Concern in Colorado2. This is not a statutory
category and there is no special management or protection granted because of this designation.
All prairie dog colonies within the Project footprint lie within the Park, and therefore Arapahoe County. The
County has no official management plan. The current Park plan denotes the majority of the Project as within

1 https://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/es/blackTailedPrairieDog.php
2 https://cpw.state.co.us/learn/Pages/SOC-Black-tailedPrairieDog.aspx
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a designated Buffer Zone3. The Buffer Zones, …”are established in order to slow or prevent re-colonization
of exclusion zones which reduces the need for management actions, to provide for management flexibility
between park and private property, and to allow park managers to maintain a balance of BTPD occupied
and unoccupied land for wildlife species that depend on prairie dog presence and/or prairie dog free
conditions.” A small segment of the Project (approximately 650 feet) in the southern end of the park passes
through a Conservation Zone where, “Conservation zones allow for BTPD to persist on the landscape as a
part of the native community, create habitat and serve as prey for associated species, and serve as
watchable wildlife for park visitors.”
In the absence of federal, state, or local protection, PSCo is not held to any specific regulations outside of
the Park-specific management plan.
Non-regulatory interest in prairie dog management exists at the local level. Park-users and nearby residents
have expressed concern with lethal control methods. There is a vocal interest regarding prairie dog
management within the Park.

Management Objectives
The objective of the plan is to minimize impacts to prairie dogs while complying with applicable regulations
and acknowledging public concerns.
This Plan was developed with these guiding concepts in mind:
1. PSCo requires only temporary relocation during construction. Prairie dogs are expected to
recolonize disturbed areas post-construction.
2. Project crossings of colonies totals approximately 2.1 miles, crossings range from about 400 feet
to 1.25 miles.
3. Prairie dogs rely on unobstructed views to alert the colony of predators.
4. If views are obstructed or the colony is harassed, prairie dogs will move out of the area into
adjacent suitable habitat.
Given these factors, a non-lethal and temporary relocation approach was developed. This plan will
accomplish objectives while conforming to management documents. This plan avoids lethal methods that
may receive negative attention from the public or other stakeholders.

Passive Relocation Plan
A stepwise process will be used to remove prairie dogs ahead of construction. The Reverse Dispersal
Translocation (RDT) method developed by Pam Wanek has been used successfully in Colorado and beyond
to successfully and humanely temporarily remove BTPDs. A prairie dog relocation The Project will employ
the ‘Part the Sea’ technique detailed in the RDT. This method is indicated for, “…moving prairie dogs during
temporary impact projects such as construction or maintenance utility lines, trails, or solar energy arrays.”,
and therefore the appropriate method for the proposed disturbance.

3 Black-Tailed Prairie Dog Conservation and Habitat Management Strategy – 2019. Cherry Creek State Park. Prepared by Colorado Parks and
Wildlife Resource Stewardship Program. 2019.
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The area just west of the valve set along Belleview Ave. will be used to illustrate the sequence. In the figures
below, the Temporary Use Area is pink and the colony is yellow.
Phase 1: Fence Work Area Ahead of Construction: As construction proceeds along the alignment, a colony
will be encountered. As prairie dogs avoid areas with obstructed views, the Project can drive them away
from work areas using fencing and supplemental harassment to clear areas in advance of construction.
In Exhibit 1 below, work is proceeding west into the active colony along the north side of Belleview. The
first step is to install black silt fence or similar opaque fence around the work area within the colony. The
fencing is open-ended to allow for prairie dogs to escape. Fencing will be installed one to three days prior
to disturbance. The length of the fenced Exclusion Area will be determined in coordination with
construction, but typically representing two to three days of construction. This may be modified based on
the efficacy of removal methods, i.e., a smaller area may be required to produce the most successful
relocation.
Silt Fence

Exclusion Area

Prairie Dog Colony

Construction Corridor

Exhibit 1: Phase 1 in passive relocation. Install silt fence around work zone to create Exclusion Area.
Phase 2: Passive Relocation: Once the Exclusion Area has been established, the colony will be subjected to
relocation, or harassment, pressure. There is abundant suitable prairie dog habitat surrounding affected
colonies. Likewise, the Project would impact only a small portion of any one colony, leaving the remainder
available for relocating prairie dogs. Several techniques may be used:
1. Human Presence – The simple presence of the advancing construction crew will disturb the colony
and encourage escape through the open end of the Exclusion Area.
2. Burrow Disturbance – RTD methods using poultry wire one-way-doors or dryer vents will be used
to allow burrow exit, but prevent reentry. Once vacated, burrows will be collapsed per RDT
guidance.
3. Predator Decoys – Coyote or other predator decoys may be deployed within the closed end
Exclusion Area to encourage movement to the open end.
During Phase 2, the silt fence must be monitored and repaired constantly. Given the proximity of the
advancing work crew and the staff needed to employ the harassment techniques, maintaining fence
integrity should not be an issue. Regular inspection of cleared areas will ensure recolonization does not
occur. New burrows will be fitted with one-way-doors per RDT methods.
Phase 3: Close Exclusion Area: Phase 2 will continue until the Project determines prairie dogs have vacated
the Exclusion Area. Once cleared, the Exclusion Area will be closed with silt fence or other barrier.
Construction can then proceed within the cleared area, as displayed in Exhibit 2.
3
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During active construction, openings in the silt fence should be minimized. Vehicle, equipment, and
personnel access should be limited to as few openings as possible, preferably a single opening in the short
end facing away from the active Exclusion Area. Ideally, construction activity will prevent all wildlife,
including prairie dogs, from entering the work area. The silt fence must be securely closed at the end of
each work day to prevent recolonization.
The Exclusion Area should be maintained until ground-disturbing activities are completed. At that time, the
silt fence may be removed and relocated to establish the next Exclusion Area. Surface work such as seeding,
mulching, planting, watering, or BMP installation and maintenance can proceed.
Silt Fence

Exclusion Area 2
Install Exclusion Area 2

Prairie Dog Colony

Exclusion Area 1
Close Exclusion Area 1,
begin constuction

Construction Corridor

Figure 2: Phase 3 will close the cleared Exclusion Area 1 with silt fence, then construction can proceed in
Area 1. Establish Exclusion Area 2 with additional open-ended silt fence.
Portions of the work area may be fenced post-construction to promote revegetation; however, this will be
at the direction of CPW and the Park.
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RELIABLE AND
SECURE ENERGY
We provide 24/7 convenience for millions of customers who depend
on us for the fundamentals — reliable, affordable and safe energy
from an increasingly clean mix of resources.
Energy is a necessity for the economy and our customers, and because of this, reliability is core to the
service we provide. Company-wide, our electric service is consistently ranked among the top one-third
of U.S. utilities, with customers having electricity on average 99.9% of the time. Natural gas is a safe,
affordable and environmentally efficient energy source that is inherently reliable for heating homes and
businesses, especially in colder climates. Our natural gas system is highly flexible and resilient with nearly
100% reliability.
We continually invest to strengthen and modernize our infrastructure — the plants, power lines, pipelines
and other systems that serve customers. This includes upgrading technology and diversifying our energy
supply to ensure a reliable mix of resources for managing energy cost and environmental impact while
making sure we do not depend too heavily on any one resource. As we decide where to invest, we
consider projects that provide the greatest value and meet the diverse interests of stakeholders,
including customers, communities, regulators, policy makers and investors.
Over the next five years, we will invest $1.4 billion in new network infrastructure, smart meters, advanced
software, equipment sensors and related data analytics capabilities. These investments will further
improve security, reliability and reduce outage restoration times for our customers, while at the same
time, enabling new options and opportunities for increased efficiency savings.
As our systems become more interconnected, security of the power grid is a greater concern. We
continue to implement security measures designed to protect our information technology systems,
network infrastructure and other assets, working closely with government and industry peers to
identify and adopt best practices for grid security.

HIGHLIGHTS
• We added 700 megawatts of company-owned wind
capacity through the completion of three wind farms in 2019
— Hale in Texas, Foxtail in North Dakota and Lake Benton
in Minnesota. Constructing and operating wind projects has
become a core competency, as we complete the nation's
largest multi-state wind investment under our Steel for Fuel
growth strategy.
• Xcel Energy’s nuclear generating plants had a transformational
year in 2019. Both plants were rated as exemplary by the
Institute of Nuclear Power Operations and are in the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission’s Column 1 — the highest ratings
attainable. We also made progress understanding how to
operate our nuclear fleet alongside variable wind and solar
energy resources, which will be important to achieving our
vision for 100% carbon-free electricity.
• Our company delivered its best-ever public safety
performance in 2019 by continuing to reduce the number
of third-party dig-ins to underground pipes and wires.
Company-wide we had 1.02 excavation damages per 1,000
locate requests — which is a 28% improvement over
the past five years. We have achieved these results by
continuously refining our processes and working with the
industry and third-party contractors who encounter power
lines and natural gas pipelines as part of their jobs.
• At least 92% of customers’ power was restored within 24
hours following severe weather events in 2019. The Edison
Electric Institute recognized our efforts during the year with
two Emergency Recovery awards for outstanding restoration
work. The first was following the Colorado bomb cyclone
in March, and the second was in September after tornado
damage in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
INVESTING FOR THE FUTURE
Over the next five years, we plan to invest $22 billion in projects that, in addition to ongoing maintenance
and repair, will increase renewable energy ownership, strengthen the power grid, ensure security and offer
customers more options.
We are investing in projects that offer the most value for customers.
2020-2024 Capital Forecast

$22

BILLION

Electric Distribution 		

28%

Electric Transmission 		

24%

Renewables		

9%

Electric Generation 		

16%

Natural Gas Delivery Business

13%

Other 			

10%

SYSTEM RESOURCE PLANNING
We are required by some state regulatory commissions to regularly conduct a system resource planning
Xcelstate,
Energy 2005
Energy filing
2019
process. The process varies by
but generally begins with Xcel Xcel
Energy
a proposed long-term
resource plan with the public utilities commission, which is then evaluated by regulators, as well as
customer, environmental and community stakeholders. The plans assess the overall resources we need
to serve the energy needs of our customers. The plans also discuss many other factors related to our
generation portfolio including associated transmission needs and our total load obligations, which are
influenced by items like energy efficiency program goals.
Once the plan is approved, it may result in the need to add resources to serve customers. We then
typically release one or more requests for proposals, which may be general or targeted toward specific
resources, such as natural gas or renewable energy. As the regulatory commission decides on the
resources to be acquired, our stakeholders provide input.

Xcel Energy 2005

To reach our goal to reduce carbon emissions 80% by 2030, we have started to work with stakeholders
engaged in our state resource planning processes. In 2019, we originally proposed the Upper Midwest
Energy Plan that would close Xcel
ourEnergy
remaining
coal units early, shuttingXcel
down
all2019
the units in the region by
2005
Energy
Energy 2019
Colorado
2030. It would also extendXcel
the
use of2005
nuclear energy at the MonticelloColorado
plant2019
and significantly add more
wind and solar power, as well as firm capacity resources, such as natural gas or possibly storage. Through
the end of 2019 into early 2020, we updated our planning model and worked with stakeholders and will
resubmit a new plan for the Upper Midwest by the end of June 2020, based on input we received. We
expect to make similar proposals in Colorado and New Mexico in 2021 as the energy planning processes
in these states get underway.
UTILITY OPERATIONS
Generating Electricity
Xcel Energy provides electricity from a diverse mix of energy sources, including coal, natural gas, nuclear
and renewables. We delivered more than 99.8 million megawatt hours of electricity to customers in 2019,
produced at Xcel Energy generating plants and purchased from third-party suppliers.

Xcel Energy 2005
Colorado 2005

Colorado
Xcel Energy
20192005
Colorado 2019
Upper Midwest 2005

Coal
Natural Gas
Nuclear
Wind
Solar
Other Renewables
Carbon Free

Colorado 2005
Upper Midwest 2005

Upper Midwest
2005
Colorado
2019
Upper Midwest
2019
Southwest
2005

Coal
Natural Gas
Nuclear
Wind
Solar
Other Renewables
Carbon Free

Upper Midwest 2005
Southwest 2005

26%
33%
13%
21%
3%
4%
41%

23%
23%
28%
15%
3%
8%
54%

Southwest 2005
Upper Midwest 2019
Southwest 2019

Colorado 2019
Upper Midwest 2019

Coal
Natural Gas
Wind
Solar
Other Renewables
Carbon Free

33%
37%
25%
4%
1%
30%

Upper Midwest 2019
Southwest 2019

Coal
Natural Gas
Wind
Solar
Carbon Free

Southwest 2019

25%
47%
26%
2%
28%

We currently own 18,700 megawatts of generating capacity across our eight-state service territory.
Traditionally, our generation portfolio has depended on coal, but we are transitioning away from coal to
rely more on renewable energy and energy sources that help to integrate renewable energy on our system,
such as natural gas generation. We need technologies that can be dispatched to balance the peaks when
customer use exceeds renewable generation and valleys when renewable generation exceeds
customer use.
We report on flexible plant operations to integrate renewable energy in the Reducing Air and Other
Emissions section of the Corporate Responsibility Report.
Xcel Energy generating plants consumed about 19.3 million tons of coal in 2019, down from 23.2 million
tons in 2018. As we retire coal units and change the operation of existing units, our annual coal use is
expected to continue declining. By 2028, we will retire 24 coal units under approved plans, representing
approximately half the coal-fueled capacity we own. In addition, we have proposed early retirement of the
Allen S. King Generating Plant and Sherco Unit 3 in Minnesota.
Xcel Energy’s declining reliance on coal enables significant reductions in carbon and
other emissions.

2007-2018 Completed Retirements
Year

Plant

Units

Capacity

2007

High Bridge

3-6

353 MW

2008

Riverside

6-8

371 MW

2010

Cameo

1-2

73 MW

25%

coal fleet
retirement

2018-2028 Approved
Retirements Retirements

50%

60%

2011

Cherokee

2

106 MW

Year

Plant

Units

Capacity

2012

Cherokee

1

107 MW

2022

Comanche

1

325 MW

2013

Arapahoe

3-4

144 MW

2023

Sherco

2

682 MW

2015

Cherokee

3

152 MW

2025

Comanche

2

335 MW

2015

Black Dog

3-4

282 MW

2025

Craig

1

42 MW*

Year

Plant

Units

Capacity

2017

Cherokee

4

352 MW

2026

Sherco

1

680 MW

2028

King

1

511 MW

2017

Valmont

5

184 MW

2028

Craig

2

40 MW*

2030

Sherco

3

TOTAL

2,124 MW

2017
*Based on Xcel Energy’s ownership interest

TOTAL

coal fleet
retirement

2028-2030 Proposed Retirements

TOTAL

2,104 MW

2027 Estimated

potential
coal fleet
retirement

517 MW*
1,028 MW

2031 Estimated

We continue to invest in wind energy under our Steel for Fuel growth strategy, capitalizing on historic-low
wind prices and available tax credits to install new wind farms — where the cost to build the projects is
offset by future fuel savings. Many of the wind farms we will own.
We discuss Steel for Fuel and the expansion of wind and solar resources on our system in the Renewable
Energy section of the Corporate Responsibility Report.
Our nuclear fleet is among the safest and best run in the nation. With a combined capacity of more than
1,650 megawatts, the two generating plants in Minnesota — Monticello and Prairie Island — are rated as
exemplary by the Institute of Nuclear Power Operations, and are in the Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s
Column 1, the highest ratings attainable. Information on our nuclear plants is available on xcelenergy.com.

Delivering Power
Xcel Energy operates thousands of miles of transmission and distribution power lines as well as
substations and other equipment to safely and reliably deliver electricity to customers.
Transmission lines are a vital link to bring electricity over long distances from power sources to substations
closer to homes and businesses. Xcel Energy is one of the fastest growing, investor-owned transmission
systems in the country.
The following are notable projects in 2019:
• We completed the 125-mile, 345-kilovolt Pawnee-Daniels Park project between the Pawnee
Substation near Brush, Colorado, and the Daniels Park Substation south of the Denver-metro area.
The new line will bring customers more low-cost, clean energy.
• A drone was used for the first time to assist in stringing conductor on a new five-mile 115-kilovolt
transmission line within the City of Fargo, North Dakota, reducing impact to land. The new line
increases reliability of electricity service in the Fargo area by reducing overloads on neighboring lines
and transformers.
• Crews completed a challenging two-mile transmission line rebuild in the backwaters of the Mississippi
River between Nelson, Wisconsin, and Wabasha, Minnesota. With the help of J.F Brennan Marine
Construction, the project deployed helicopters, air boats and floating barges to install foundations and
set structures in several feet of water.
• As part of our Power for the Plains initiative, more than 100 miles of transmission were completed
in Texas and New Mexico, including a 64-mile section of the TUCO-Yoakum-Hobbs 345-kilovolt
transmission line. The entire 168-mile line between north of Lubbock, Texas, to Hobbs, New Mexico,
will be complete in 2020 enhancing electric reliability, strengthening the power grid and increasing
capacity for new generation resources, including low-cost renewable energy.
• The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission approved the Huntley-Wilmarth project, a partnership
between Xcel Energy and ITC Midwest LLC to build the 50-mile 345-kilovolt transmission line north
of Mankato, creating additional capacity on the system for wind and solar. Construction begins in 2020
and will be complete in 2021.
Fueling Homes and Businesses
Xcel Energy is the 10th largest provider of natural gas service in the country, based on number of
customers. We fuel the homes and businesses of approximately 2.1 million customers in Colorado,
Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota and Wisconsin, and operate some gas transmission in South Dakota
and Texas. Natural gas is a safe and efficient way to heat homes, from both a cost and environmental
perspective, especially in our cold weather service areas. With nearly 2,200 miles of transmission and over
35,600 miles of distribution pipelines in service, we plan to add approximately 750 miles of new pipeline
over the next five years.
To maintain safe and reliable natural gas service for everyone, we take a proactive approach to managing
the integrity of our system. This includes regularly surveying and inspecting our transmission and
distribution pipelines and equipment to meet or exceed the requirements of the Pipelines and Hazardous
Materials Safety Administration.
We are investing approximately $1.4 billion to renew our pipelines and equipment, and so far, have replaced
over 700 miles of pipeline since 2012. In 2014, we finished replacing all cast-iron pipes and have less than
10 miles of unprotected bare steel pipe remaining to replace, comprising less than 0.03% of the pipe on
our system. Currently, all our transmission pipeline is protected steel and nearly all our distribution pipe
is plastic or protected steel. Low natural gas prices and the use of a special monthly bill charge or rider in
both Colorado and Minnesota have made it possible to invest in our system and accelerate upgrades with
minimal impact to customer bills.

By upgrading our pipelines, we ensure safety and reduce the loss of natural gas. Over the past five years,
we have decreased the occurrence of leaks on our pipelines and other equipment by more than 30%. We
track this through annual inspections, day-to-day operations and customer reports. Once problem areas are
identified, they are prioritized for repair, which involves a variety of measures from tightening joints to fullscale pipeline replacements.
Our work to improve the integrity of the natural gas system also reduces methane emissions and is part of our
comprehensive plan to reduce the environmental impact of natural gas across the supply chain. We report on
this effort in the Leading the Clean Energy Transition section of the Corporate Responsibility Report.
As a natural gas provider, we work to raise awareness and take steps to keep customers safe around
natural gas in their homes and communities. This includes improving our emergency response time by
25% over the past five years. In 2019, our personnel arrived on-site within one hour of receiving a call
associated with a suspected natural gas leak or other emergency 93% of the time. We also are a founding
member of the Gold Shovel Standard, an industry-leading association aimed at reducing pipeline damages.
Third-party damage to facilities is the number one risk to that nation’s natural gas infrastructure, and our
damage prevention program is achieving top-quartile results.
In 2019, we opened new training villages in Colorado and Minnesota to better prepare our natural gas
employees and local emergency responders. The villages offer hands-on learning in a realistic setting that
can simulate more than 40 different types of natural gas leaks and recreate incidents that have occurred
across the country.
We also follow the American Petroleum Institute Public Awareness Programs for Pipeline Operators
Recommended Practice 1162. This involves implementing measures to increase awareness about the
safety of our facilities and energy service. Twice a year, we send information on staying safe around
natural gas to customers through their bills. As part of our membership with the national, nonprofit
Pipeline Association for Public Awareness and our participation in state-specific pipeline associations, as
well as Minnesota’s Community Awareness Emergency Response association, we distribute materials to
important audiences. This includes providing safety guides, books and newsletters to excavators and to
public and emergency officials, in addition to sponsoring and participating in pipeline emergency responder
meetings and trainings.
We provide additional information on public safety awareness programs in the Customer Commitment
section of the Corporate Responsibility Report.
In 2019, we reported three pipeline incidents to the U.S. Department of Transportation Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration. After further investigation, it was determined that our natural
gas system was indirectly involved in two of the incidents and was directly associated with the third. The
third incident involved a cracked and broken regulator that resulted in escaping natural gas at a senior living
facility in Fargo, North Dakota. No one was injured during the incident and the cause of the break was
never determined.
We also received 21 Notices of Probable Violation from regulatory agencies in 2019 in Michigan, Minnesota
and Wisconsin. Approximately half of the notices were related to locating underground facilities. The
others resulted from inspections of our operations and ranged from procedural or record keeping matters
to component design or operating issues. All issues were responded to in the required time frame with an
approved resolution by the state.
WILDFIRE MITIGATION PLANS
As part of our commitment to safety, Xcel Energy has developed a fire risk mitigation program designed
to help protect lives, homes and property from the threat of wildfire. We recognize that wildfires pose a
significant threat to our customers and communities as a whole — and we are proactively taking steps
to minimize ignition risks associated with operating our system. While most of the work is taking place in
Colorado, it could be expanded to other states as needed.
We have established a cross-functional Wildlife Mitigation Team that works together to:
• Accelerate inspections in identified Wildfire Risk Zones — and conduct new and enhanced inspections
on equipment — to further identify potential safety concerns
• Analyze the strength and ability of transmission and distribution structures to withstand higher than
normal windspeed and upgrade as necessary

• Replace equipment and poles that do not meet our inspection or strength criteria
• Conduct enhanced vegetation management in the areas around structures and equipment
• Improve protocols and fire-safe work practices to minimize wildfire risk
• Explore use of new technologies to further reduce risk
• Work directly with communities, first responders and other stakeholders to inform, educate
and gather feedback for our program
To strengthen our system, we are making strategic investments and improvements to bolster the power
grid, build resilience and increase situational awareness to enhance the region’s ability to respond to
wildfires. The team oversees work in three areas:
• System hardening initiatives: Strengthen assets to minimize the risks of them causing ignitions and
protecting against extreme weather conditions. Risk modeling determines methods of failure; then,
repair and replace programs prevent and fix defects to mitigate risks. While it is impossible to eliminate
every risk, we continue to maintain and upgrade our system and collaborate with other energy
providers to protect people and property.
• Operational and situational awareness efforts: Improve our capability to make critical operational
decisions more quickly and effectively. These include specific protocols for periods that are conducive
to wildfires, such as “Red Flag Warning” days with high-wind conditions and ensuring a better
understanding of threat conditions — and appropriate actions to deal with those conditions. We are
reinforcing our power grid by replacing current equipment with new technologies that help reduce
wildfire risk and allow us to be more effective in responding to fire events when they occur.
• Community and stakeholder outreach plans: Communicate with various groups, educating them
on the work being done for wildfire mitigation, answering questions about the plan and receiving
feedback on what is important to them. Our plan will continue to evolve as we evaluate new
technologies, gain more industry and stakeholder input and support, and complete more inspections
and studies to inform our program. Our effort also includes collaboration and benchmarking with the
Electric Power Research Institute, Edison Electric Institute, national labs and our neighboring energy
providers to share lessons learned and best practices.
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT
Xcel Energy’s Vegetation Management department manages millions of trees across more than 47,000
miles of distribution right of way and more than 20,000 miles of transmission right of way throughout our
service territory. Since 2005, the Arbor Day Foundation has recognized our company as a Tree Line USA
utility for our commitment to proper tree pruning, planting and care.
We use industry best practices to help achieve our vegetation management goals in an environmentally
sensitive, socially responsible and cost-effective manner. This includes Integrated Vegetation Management,
which encompasses a progressive system of information gathering and helps us develop compliant
solutions for controlling vegetation near electric and natural gas facilities.
In addition, our pruning methods comply with standards set by the American National Standards Institute
and the Tree Care Industry Association, which are endorsed by the International Society of Arboriculture.
We also employ manual and mechanized clearing techniques, as well as responsible herbicide applications.
All herbicides used are products registered by the EPA and the appropriate state regulatory agency. The
herbicides are applied by licensed applicators.
For our distribution and transmission lines, work is generally performed on a four- to five-year cycle. Our
practices seek to balance our customers’ need for reliable energy while respecting the natural environment
that surrounds our facilities. For example, we work with landowners to determine if trees and other
vegetation can be deemed compatible with safe operation of our electric lines. In Colorado, we also have
established various programs to minimize the risk of wildfire ignition such as our Mountain Hazard Tree
Program which helps us stay ahead of the tree mortality caused by the Mountain Pine Beetle.

In our efforts to comply with governmental regulation and to better ensure electric system reliability, our
transmission line vegetation management program emphasizes the removal of incompatible vegetation to
promote long-term vegetation control. In many cases, this means removing trees in areas where trees had
been pruned in the past.
GRID RESILIENCE AND SECURITY
As the use of technology and interconnected systems expands, the power grid is increasingly subject to
attack by those who might choose to do us harm, whether for criminal purposes or as part of an effort to
undercut our national security. Ensuring our power grid is secure from cyber and physical threats is an
ever-evolving responsibility that demands our constant vigilance and is a top priority for Xcel Energy.
We continue to implement an array of efforts to increase preparedness and decrease vulnerability. Our
Enterprise Security Services organization oversees the coordination of all security efforts, including
employee training and awareness, compliance with federal regulations and corporate security governance.
Through our state-of-the-art Cyber Defense Center, we monitor and protect our networks 24/7. Our cyber
security program is risk based and uses known standards and best practices which encompass security
controls that provide adherence to government and regulatory requirements. It includes “defense-indepth” methodology that provides multilayered safeguards to reduce or eliminate single points of failure
and weakness.
While it is impossible to protect our systems and power grid against every malicious attack, we are taking
reasonable and prudent steps to prevent, detect and mitigate the impacts of an intrusion. We are hardening
systems to limit opportunities for attack and deploying enhanced monitoring and detection systems to help
us promptly identify any successful intrusion. We established an Enterprise Command Center in 2018,
which provides constant monitoring for natural and man-made events that could be disruptive to
Xcel Energy’s ability to serve our customers, protect our assets and keep our employees safe.
We engage with other members of our industry, other segments of the economy and the government to
engage in threat information sharing and test our combined capabilities to respond to an attack. Individually
and in collaboration with other energy providers, we are working to prepare our employees and systems
for responding to a successful attack by developing inventories of spare equipment and processes for
preserving reliability in the unlikely event our key operational systems were to be compromised.
As part of our commitment to security, Ben Fowke, Xcel Energy chairman and CEO, is a member of the
National Infrastructure Advisory Council, which advises the President on ways the nation can protect its
critical infrastructure. He also participates in the Electric Sector Coordinating Council, which serves as the
principle liaison between the federal government and the electric power sector on these issues.
Xcel Energy is subject to mandatory physical and cybersecurity standards adopted by the North American
Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC). Our practice is to self-report all identified instances of actual or
potential noncompliance with the NERC physical and cybersecurity standards, regardless of severity. In
2019, we discovered several instances of actual or potential noncompliance that have been determined
to be minimal risk violations not subject to penalty or tracking of repeat violations. The severity of two
instances of potential noncompliance with the NERC standards discovered in 2019 has not yet been
determined, but we expect they will be determined to have posed minimal risk.
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Natural Gas Safety – It’s Personal
At Xcel Energy, the safety of the public is at our foundation.
It informs all of the decisions we make while providing our
customers with the reliable gas service they depend on.
We know our system.
• Our geospatial database captures the locations of all of our facilities and pipelines.
• We use advanced technology tools to perform in-line inspections of our transmission
pipelines.
• We continue to develop and improve a real-time control system that increases visibility
on our system.

We are industry leaders.
• Our damage prevention program, which works to prevent excavators from damaging our
gas system, is in the top quartile within the utility industry.
• We hold leadership positions in natural gas industry associations to learn, leverage, and
help build best practices.
• We implement best practices recommended by the American Gas Association that help
move our industry forward to a better tomorrow, beyond current standard regulations.
• We participate in industry forums that advance research and development focused on
keeping gas operations safe.

We are proactive.
• We do extensive outreach for damage prevention including educating professional
excavators as well as homeowners, farmers, and other land owners.
• We regularly test levels of the odorant that is added to our natural gas, ensuring that
what is a naturally odorless gas is readily detectable. We employ an industry-leader in
the science of odorization.
• We have robust programs to monitor any equipment failures or leaks, determine cause,
and take action to resolve.

We are accountable.
• We report our emergency response performance to state public utilities commissions
on an annual basis.
• We have multiple layers of controls in place to verify that we meet or exceed
requirements for the safe operation and maintenance of our pipelines.
• We are audited annually by state and federal regulators to validate that we are in
compliance with the laws, rules, and regulations that govern the natural gas industry.
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It’s personal. Our employees live,
work, and play in the communities
we serve, and we are committed to
the safe and reliable operation of
our gas system.

October 1, 2020
Kat Hammer
Planner II, Planning and Development
Arapahoe County
Lima Plaza
6924 S. Lima St.
Centennial, CO 80112
RE: Cherry Creek Basin Water Quality Authority (CCBWQA)
Dear Kat:
I am an Environmental Planner with Environmental Planning Group, LLC (EPG), a consultant for
Xcel Energy. EPG has been working diligently with the Cherry Creek Basin Water Quality Authority
(CCBWQA) to address its comment and concern as part of the external review process to
complete Xcel Energy’s Areas and Activities of State Interest -- also known as the 1041 application
(Case No. ASI20-001) and Location and Extent (Case No. LE20-001) – for its Southeast Metro Natural
Gas Project.
Throughout the course of the Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project, EPG has been in contact with
CCBWQA. Our initial contact took place in 2019 when CCBWQA invited Xcel Energy’s Project
team to make a presentation to the CCBWQA Board on January 16, 2020 at the SEMSWA office
to explain the extent of the project.
Upon the first submittal of Case No. ASI20-001/LE20-001, CCBWQA submitted this feedback during
the referral agency review process on June 5, 2020:
“The Authority's CR 72 requires construction and post-construction BMPs. No
information was provided on addressing the Stream Preservation Corridor
requirements of CR 72. Of particular concern are the details provided for Wetland
Crossing which include open cuts and various sandbag diversions on tributaries
within Cherry Creek State Park including Cottonwood Creek a perennial flowing
stream with flashy response to storms.
“Restoration of utility crossings of the streams (including establishment of
vegetation and increased temporary erosion control measures) and stormwater
control/management during construction are needed to mitigate temporary and
long-term erosion issues and prevent introduction of nutrients into stream flows
and Cherry Creek Reservoir. Provide additional information on the restoration of
utility crossings of the streams and stormwater control/management during
construction, so it can be reviewed. Boring utilities across Cottonwood Creek may
be an alternative approach to consider, as base/storm flows are the greatest and
the level of restoration needed is the highest at this location. The Authority reserves
the right to review and comment on future submittals for this project.”

To be able to meet the request of CCBWQA and to be in compliance with CR72, EPG worked with
CCBWQA either in a teleconference setting with the Xcel Energy Project Team and participated
in an exchange of communication – as shown in the attached documentation. The first Microsoft
Teams meeting took place on July 17, 2020 in which CCBWQA’s communicated its concerns. As
a demonstration of cooperation between the team, EPG obtained plans from CCBWQA that
expressed its primary concerns around riffles and a mechanism to control erosion around
Cottonwood Creek.
Engineering and environmental teams worked together to address the issues brought forth by
CCBWQA and exchanged plans. Drawings or engineering schematics were updated to reflect
the changes to include updated Ground Erosion and Sediment Control (GESC) plans. One of
the recommendations that came from CCBWQA were erosion control blankets and as part of
restoration, to include vegetation around Cottonwood Creek. As of September 16, 2020,
CCBWQA stated that boring as an option would satisfy its outstanding comments and would be
preferred if feasible. Xcel Energy has recently committed to boring Cottonwood Creek so this will
satisfy all of CCBWQA’s comments. We will continue to work with CCBWQA to ensure that we
address any future issues that may arise.
Please let me know if any clarification is needed or if you have any questions. Feel free to email
me at malvarez@epgllc.co.

Sincerely,

Maria Alvarez
Environmental Planner
EPG

cc:

Adam R. Pena, Xcel Energy/PSCo, Senior ROW Agent
Kelli Bradley, Xcel Energy/PSCo, Project Manager
John MacDonald, EPG Denver Office Director, Sr. Project Manager

Enclosures

Maria Alvarez
Subject:

FW: Meeting with CCBWQA on SMNGP with Xcel Team

From: Richard Borchardt <rborchardt@r2rengineers.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 16, 2020 4:04 PM
To: Bradley, Kelli S <Kelli.S.Bradley@xcelenergy.com>; Lily Montesano <lmontesano@wrightwater.com>; Maria Alvarez
<malvarez@epgllc.co>
Cc: John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co>; chuck.reid@ccbwqa.org; Jason Trujillo ‐ DNR
<jason.trujillo@state.co.us>; Brian Thomasen <brian.thomasen@nv5.com>; Matt Kizlinski <matt@hemlock‐ec.com>;
chuck.reid@ccbwqa.org; Jason Trujillo ‐ DNR <jason.trujillo@state.co.us>
Subject: RE: Meeting with CCBWQA on SMNGP with Xcel Team
EXTERNAL - STOP & THINK before opening links and attachments.
Kelli,
Yes, the restoration of Cottonwood Creek at the other affected tributaries to a similar level that was performed by
Cherry Creek Basin Water Quality Authority (CCBWQA) on the previous Cottonwood Creek project and the field
verification of riffle material and replacement if encountered would address the outstanding comments. The boring
option would also satisfy the outstanding comments, and would be preferred if it feasible.
Thanks,
Richard G. Borchardt PE, CFM
rborchardt@r2rengineers.com
303.488.7571, C: 303.868.5767

R2R is located at 5975 S Quebec Street, Suite 225, Centennial, Co. 80111. Our building is located just south Orchard
Road on the west side of Quebec Street, near Greenwood Gulch. We share office space with Borchardt Senger &
Associates.
From: Bradley, Kelli S <Kelli.S.Bradley@xcelenergy.com>
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 10:11 AM
To: Lily Montesano <lmontesano@wrightwater.com>; Richard Borchardt <rborchardt@r2rengineers.com>; Maria
Alvarez <malvarez@epgllc.co>
Cc: John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co>; chuck.reid@ccbwqa.org; Jason Trujillo ‐ DNR
<jason.trujillo@state.co.us>; Brian Thomasen <brian.thomasen@nv5.com>; Matt Kizlinski <matt@hemlock‐ec.com>;
chuck.reid@ccbwqa.org; Jason Trujillo ‐ DNR <jason.trujillo@state.co.us>
Subject: RE: Meeting with CCBWQA on SMNGP with Xcel Team
Hello Richard,
We are currently working to update our GESC Report with the information provided regarding restoration of the
affected tributaries and Cottonwood Creek that will be disturbed during our pipeline construction. Our restoration plan
will be consistent with portions of the restoration plan implemented during the CCBWQA riffle project, as specified by
CCBWQA. Please see the attached plan set to review the relevant restoration details. As previously discussed, field
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inspection could not locate any riffles or substrate to form riffles; it is likely the structure has silted‐in. If the Project
encounters riffle substrate while excavating, the limits will be documented, and the riffle complex will be replaced
during restoration. If no riffle substrate is encountered, the channel will be returned to pre‐construction elevations.
Additionally, the Mile High Flood District requested that we install our pipeline a minimum of 10’ deep under
Cottonwood Creek to avoid conflicts with any future potential drop structures. The team is currently working to assess
our installation method options and determine if we will continue forward with our plan to open trench but at 10’ deep
within the proposed construction limits or if due to the increased depth boring will be required.
Please let us know if this satisfies your concerns with the Southeast Metro Natural Gas project. Feel free to reach out
with any additional questions or concerns.
Thanks,
Kelli

Kelli Bradley
Gas Project Manager
Xcel Energy | Responsible By Nature
1123 W. 3rd Ave., Denver, CO 80223
P: 303.571.3341 M: 720.224.7325
E: Kelli.S.Bradley@XcelEnergy.com

From: Lily Montesano <lmontesano@wrightwater.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 10:32 AM
To: Richard Borchardt <rborchardt@r2rengineers.com>; Maria Alvarez <malvarez@epgllc.co>
Cc: Bradley, Kelli S <Kelli.S.Bradley@xcelenergy.com>; John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co>;
chuck.reid@ccbwqa.org; Jason Trujillo ‐ DNR <jason.trujillo@state.co.us>; Brian Thomasen
<brian.thomasen@nv5.com>; Matt Kizlinski <matt@hemlock‐ec.com>; chuck.reid@ccbwqa.org; Jason Trujillo ‐ DNR
<jason.trujillo@state.co.us>
Subject: RE: Meeting with CCBWQA on SMNGP with Xcel Team
EXTERNAL - STOP & THINK before opening links and attachments.
Great, thank you!
Lily Montesano
Water Resources Specialist
Pronouns: She/Her
303-728-4408

Wright Water Engineers, Inc.
Over 50 Years of Service
2490 W. 26th Avenue Suite 100A
Denver, CO 80211
(303) 480-1700
(303) 480-1020 FAX
HTTP://www.wrightwater.com
BY RECEIVING THIS ELECTRONIC INFORMATION, including all attachments, the receiver agrees that this data may not be modified or transferred to
any other party without the prior written consent of Wright Water Engineers, that this electronic information may not necessarily represent the information
shown on the recorded or approved final developments and/or documents, and that the receiver is responsible for verifying the information contained
within the electronic data against the recorded or approved final documents. This privileged and confidential information is intended only for the use of
the addressee(s) named above. Anyone who receives this communication in error should notify us immediately by reply e-mail.
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From: Richard Borchardt <rborchardt@r2rengineers.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2020 9:56 AM
To: Lily Montesano <lmontesano@wrightwater.com>; Maria Alvarez <malvarez@epgllc.co>
Cc: Kelli.S.Bradley@xcelenergy.com; John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co>; chuck.reid@ccbwqa.org; Jason Trujillo ‐
DNR <jason.trujillo@state.co.us>; Brian Thomasen <brian.thomasen@nv5.com>; Matt Kizlinski <matt@hemlock‐
ec.com>; chuck.reid@ccbwqa.org; Jason Trujillo ‐ DNR <jason.trujillo@state.co.us>
Subject: RE: Meeting with CCBWQA on SMNGP with Xcel Team
Lily,
Please see section 216 of the attached specs.
Thanks,
Rich
From: Lily Montesano <lmontesano@wrightwater.com>
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 11:09 PM
To: Richard Borchardt <rborchardt@r2rengineers.com>; Maria Alvarez <malvarez@epgllc.co>
Cc: Kelli.S.Bradley@xcelenergy.com; John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co>; chuck.reid@ccbwqa.org; Jason Trujillo ‐
DNR <jason.trujillo@state.co.us>; Brian Thomasen <brian.thomasen@nv5.com>; Matt Kizlinski <matt@hemlock‐
ec.com>; chuck.reid@ccbwqa.org; Jason Trujillo ‐ DNR <jason.trujillo@state.co.us>
Subject: RE: Meeting with CCBWQA on SMNGP with Xcel Team
Hi Richard,
We are in the process of revising our GESC documents to address CCBWQA’s comments. One thing that I noted as I
reviewed the plans previously provided by the Authority is that the Bank Protection Number 3 details refers the reader
to the plans for specifics on the coconut or coir matting, but I don’t see a detail for it in the plan set. If a specific matting
has already been selected based on the hydrology of Cottonwood Creek, we would prefer to re‐use those specifications,
rather than performing the calculations again ourselves. Do you happen to have that detail at hand? If not, we can spec
it out ourselves.
Thank you,
Lily Montesano
Water Resources Specialist
Pronouns: She/Her
303-728-4408

Wright Water Engineers, Inc.
Over 50 Years of Service
2490 W. 26th Avenue Suite 100A
Denver, CO 80211
(303) 480-1700
(303) 480-1020 FAX
HTTP://www.wrightwater.com
BY RECEIVING THIS ELECTRONIC INFORMATION, including all attachments, the receiver agrees that this data may not be modified or transferred to
any other party without the prior written consent of Wright Water Engineers, that this electronic information may not necessarily represent the information
shown on the recorded or approved final developments and/or documents, and that the receiver is responsible for verifying the information contained
within the electronic data against the recorded or approved final documents. This privileged and confidential information is intended only for the use of
the addressee(s) named above. Anyone who receives this communication in error should notify us immediately by reply e-mail.
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From: Richard Borchardt <rborchardt@r2rengineers.com>
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 3:39 PM
To: Maria Alvarez <malvarez@epgllc.co>
Cc: Lily Montesano <lmontesano@wrightwater.com>; Kelli.S.Bradley@xcelenergy.com; John MacDonald
<jmacdonald@epgllc.co>; chuck.reid@ccbwqa.org; Jason Trujillo ‐ DNR <jason.trujillo@state.co.us>; Brian Thomasen
<brian.thomasen@nv5.com>; Matt Kizlinski <matt@hemlock‐ec.com>; chuck.reid@ccbwqa.org; Jason Trujillo ‐ DNR
<jason.trujillo@state.co.us>
Subject: RE: Meeting with CCBWQA on SMNGP with Xcel Team
Maria,
In addition, to the work that Matt is doing on Cottonwood Creek restoration plan the erosion control blanket (see
below) will need to be carried over to the Grading Erosion and Sediment Control Plans. On the other small tributaries
(besides Cottonwood Creek) within the Stream Preservation Corridor, CCBWQA would like to see erosion control blanket
across any defined low flow stream (naturally created or indicated by change in vegetation). I hope the comments that I
provided on the latest referral (see attached) help to explain.
Thanks,
Rich
From: Richard Borchardt
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 3:29 PM
To: Matt Kizlinski <matt@hemlock‐ec.com>; Brian Thomasen <brian.thomasen@nv5.com>
Cc: Lily Montesano <lmontesano@wrightwater.com>; Kelli.S.Bradley@xcelenergy.com; Maria Alvarez
<malvarez@epgllc.co>; John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co>; chuck.reid@ccbwqa.org; Jason Trujillo ‐ DNR
<jason.trujillo@state.co.us>
Subject: RE: Meeting with CCBWQA on SMNGP with Xcel Team
Matt,
I appreciate the concept planting plan provided for the Cottonwood Creek crossing. I believe that with a bit more
development (i.e. planting schedule and layout) this can become the restoration plan similar to the work that CCBWQA
originally did.
There seems to be some confusion with the construction BMPs and the erosion potential. Generally, seed and mulch
can withstand about 1 psf of shear stress. If you’re looking at a 5 year restoration period, then there is a good chance
that the site will experience several small storm events during this period (2 to 5‐year events. This events can easily
produce shear stresses over the 1 psf that the seed and mulch can handle. On Cottonwood Creek CCBWQA used erosion
control blanket to reduce this risk, a similar erosion control blanket over the disturbed area of the crossing for a similar
width would reduce this risk. This can be added into the GESC plan for Cottonwood Creek.
Thanks,
Rich
From: Matt Kizlinski <matt@hemlock‐ec.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 5, 2020 4:07 PM
To: Richard Borchardt <rborchardt@r2rengineers.com>; Brian Thomasen <brian.thomasen@nv5.com>
Cc: Lily Montesano <lmontesano@wrightwater.com>; Kelli.S.Bradley@xcelenergy.com; Maria Alvarez
<malvarez@epgllc.co>; John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co>; chuck.reid@ccbwqa.org; Jason Trujillo ‐ DNR
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<jason.trujillo@state.co.us>
Subject: RE: Meeting with CCBWQA on SMNGP with Xcel Team
Richard,
Thanks for following up with Muller regarding additional details on the mini‐riffles, let us know if you hear anything.
As to your concerns about the restoration, I will add another factor for your consideration. Cottonwood Creek is
potential PMJM habitat, so we had to mitigate impacts as part of our Section 404 authorization with the USACE. The
USFWS has issued a determination letter based on the mitigation, namely upland habitat improvements. I’ve attached a
figure depicting the planting areas of three species on each side of the creek. These plantings will abut the restored
riparian fringe of willows, thereby expanding the extent and diversity of the habitat, and as you point out, further
improve erosion resistance. I see the species planted in the Record Drawing, both shrubs and seed mix. I made another
visit specifically looking for those rushes. I searched both banks, and found two species of rush, both on the south side
within the existing easement. There was a small group of Colorado sedge (Juncus confusus, photos attached) on the
southern side of the channel where the plantings are indicated on your drawing. Several roundfruit rush (Juncus
compressus) were also observed, no other Juncus were found; none were found on the north side of the creek. We will
be salvaging and replacing the wetland soils, so any seedbank (or rhizome‐bank in this case) for the rushes will be
retained. There is only one mature tree that will be impacted and replaced, a cottonwood. As for the seed mix, CPW
requires specified mixes for upland and riparian areas per their Best Management Practices and Guidelines. Our
restoration plan has been reveiwed by USFWS, USACE, and CPW, as well as the county based on this approach. As
designed and approved, the plan will restore, and in fact improve, the vegetation community.
CCBWQA has resiliency concerns for the newly‐graded and seeded soils immediately post‐construction. The Project
MUST monitor and report the restoration and recovery of planted and seeded areas – riparian and upland areas alike ‐
to comply with numerous authorizations, including repairing any failures in the soil (e.g., erosion, slumping) or the
vegetation (e.g., weeds, dieback). The Project has designed erosion control measures based on the best available data.
Should an erosion control measure be determined inadequate under normal conditions, it will be modified or replaced.
We cannot prevent erosion from all storm events, but if a large event should occur that necessitates corrective actions,
we are prepared to adapt measures to ensure successful restoration.
CCBWQA’s expectations for restoration are shared by all, including the Project, in that the site is quickly stabilized and
revegetates with desired species. We’re happy to include you in the monitoring and reporting group so you can follow
the progress, but otherwise, we intend to proceed with the plans as currently designed. Please let us know if you still
have concerns, we’re happy to hold another meeting if you would like to continue the discussion.
Thank you,
Matt

Matt Kizlinski
Hemlock Environmental Consulting, LLC
1884 South Corona St.
Denver CO 80210
303.895.1019
matt@hemlock‐ec.com

From: Richard Borchardt <rborchardt@r2rengineers.com>
Sent: Friday, July 31, 2020 3:16 PM
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Maria Alvarez
Subject:
Attachments:

FW: Meeting with CCBWQA on SMNGP with Xcel Team
NediaKoirMat700.pdf; tech.doc

From: Lily Montesano <lmontesano@wrightwater.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2020 2:09 PM
To: Maria Alvarez <malvarez@epgllc.co>; Brian Thomasen <brian.thomasen@nv5.com>; Matt Kizlinski (matt@hemlock‐
ec.com) <matt@hemlock‐ec.com>; Bradley, Kelli S <Kelli.S.Bradley@xcelenergy.com>
Cc: John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co>; Pena, Adam R <Adam.R.Pena@xcelenergy.com>; Vanessa Yohe
<vyohe@epgllc.co>; Jennifer Keyes <jkeyes@wrightwater.com>
Subject: RE: Meeting with CCBWQA on SMNGP with Xcel Team
EXTERNAL - STOP & THINK before opening links and attachments.
Hi Maria,
We have already added erosion control blanket at the trenching across the two unnamed tributaries; this change will be
reflected in the next edition of the GESC plans. Our response to Richard’s comments at Cottonwood Creek is dependent
on the decision between boring and trenching. If we decide to trench, we will need to have an additional discussion to
finalize what Xcel is willing to commit to with respect to restoration at Cottonwood and then we can relay that response
to Richard. If we decide to bore, restoration at Cottonwood Creek will no longer be necessary and we can provide that
update to Richard as our response.
Has a determination been made on boring vs trenching, or is that still under consideration?
Thank you,
Lily Montesano
Water Resources Specialist
Pronouns: She/Her
303-458-0337

Wright Water Engineers, Inc.
Over 50 Years of Service
2490 W. 26th Avenue Suite 100A
Denver, CO 80211
(303) 480-1700
(303) 480-1020 FAX
HTTP://www.wrightwater.com
BY RECEIVING THIS ELECTRONIC INFORMATION, including all attachments, the receiver agrees that this data may not be modified or transferred to
any other party without the prior written consent of Wright Water Engineers, that this electronic information may not necessarily represent the information
shown on the recorded or approved final developments and/or documents, and that the receiver is responsible for verifying the information contained
within the electronic data against the recorded or approved final documents. This privileged and confidential information is intended only for the use of
the addressee(s) named above. Anyone who receives this communication in error should notify us immediately by reply e-mail.
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To: Brian Thomasen <brian.thomasen@nv5.com>
Cc: Lily Montesano <lmontesano@wrightwater.com>; Matt Kizlinski <matt@hemlock‐ec.com>;
Kelli.S.Bradley@xcelenergy.com; Maria Alvarez <malvarez@epgllc.co>; John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co>;
chuck.reid@ccbwqa.org; Jason Trujillo ‐ DNR <jason.trujillo@state.co.us>
Subject: RE: Meeting with CCBWQA on SMNGP with Xcel Team
Brain,
Thanks for getting the right people involved.
Matt,
Thanks for making the river trek.
Rich
From: Brian Thomasen <brian.thomasen@nv5.com>
Sent: Friday, July 31, 2020 2:58 PM
To: Richard Borchardt <rborchardt@r2rengineers.com>
Cc: Lily Montesano <lmontesano@wrightwater.com>; Matt Kizlinski <matt@hemlock‐ec.com>;
Kelli.S.Bradley@xcelenergy.com; Maria Alvarez <malvarez@epgllc.co>; John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co>;
chuck.reid@ccbwqa.org; Jason Trujillo ‐ DNR <jason.trujillo@state.co.us>
Subject: RE: Meeting with CCBWQA on SMNGP with Xcel Team
Thanks Richard. We look forward to getting your info.
In regards to the restoration, that will fall under Lily and Matt K and I will let them respond.
Also, Matt was the trooper that went to the site and did all the fieldwork. Thanks Matt
Richard Have a great weekend
Brian W. W. Thomasen, P.E. | Director of Engineering - Colorado | NV5
2650 18th St., Suite 202 | Denver, CO 80211
5445 Mark Dabling Blvd., Suite 100 | Colorado Springs, CO 80918
DV: 303-220-6463 | CS: 719-268-8563 | M: 269.519.8390
Electronic Communications Disclaimer

From: Richard Borchardt <rborchardt@r2rengineers.com>
Sent: Friday, July 31, 2020 2:25 PM
To: Brian Thomasen <brian.thomasen@nv5.com>
Cc: Lily Montesano <lmontesano@wrightwater.com>; Matt Kizlinski <matt@hemlock‐ec.com>;
Kelli.S.Bradley@xcelenergy.com; Maria Alvarez <malvarez@epgllc.co>; John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co>;
chuck.reid@ccbwqa.org; Jason Trujillo ‐ DNR <jason.trujillo@state.co.us>
Subject: RE: Meeting with CCBWQA on SMNGP with Xcel Team
Brian,
Great information on the field check and I appreciate you being thorough. I have reached out to Muller Engineering to
see whether they have the field orders or recall any details on the mini riffles. I will let you know what I find out.
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In the conference call we discussed the restoration part of the previous project and how it was more than just seed and
mulch. CCBWQA is concerned that seed and mulch would just get washed away in the next storm after
construction. The vegetation is part of what keeps the stream from eroding and protects the water quality. I wanted to
highlight the landscape and restoration work that was done with the original construction and was part of the As‐Built
plans (see attached). I’ve highlighted the areas that would be impacted by the Xcel gas line. I hope this helps clarify the
discussion on the phone call and relays CCBWQA’s expectations on the needed restoration with the Xcel Gas Line
project.
Thanks,
Richard G. Borchardt PE, CFM
rborchardt@r2rengineers.com
303.488.7571, C: 303.868.5767

R2R is located at 5975 S Quebec Street, Suite 225, Centennial, Co. 80111. Our building is located just south Orchard
Road on the west side of Quebec Street, near Greenwood Gulch. We share office space with Borchardt Senger &
Associates.
From: Brian Thomasen <brian.thomasen@nv5.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 22, 2020 4:53 AM
To: Richard Borchardt <rborchardt@r2rengineers.com>; chuck.reid@ccbwqa.org
Cc: Lily Montesano <lmontesano@wrightwater.com>; Matt Kizlinski <matt@hemlock‐ec.com>;
Kelli.S.Bradley@xcelenergy.com; Maria Alvarez <malvarez@epgllc.co>; John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co>
Subject: RE: Meeting with CCBWQA on SMNGP with Xcel Team
Richard;
Again thanks for the record drawings. We are working on a response to the comments received as part of the
1041. Before we wrap this up we wanted to give you an update regarding the riffle structures and request some
additional information.
After reviewing the drawings against our proposed alignment and plans we have determined the proposed gas line
crossing cottonwood creek would be crossing between 271+50 and 271+75 in your record drawings. At this crossing the
gas line installation will impact mini riffles based on the record drawings provided by you. Also, the record drawings said
see F.O.’s #2 and #4 for details of the added mini riffles. I have attached the record drawing sheets with redlines
indicating our crossing location and potential impacts.
Also, Matt from our team did a field inspection near the crossing this week and could not locate any riffles or substrate
to form riffles; it is likely the structure has silted‐in over time since your project was done in 2005. We would like to take
every precaution during construction to ensure we restore the channel to original conditions.
Could you please provide the details for the mini riffles with respect to the F.O.’s #2 and #4. We would like to get these
details so we can provide them to our contractor and to ensure the channel is re‐constructed to existing conditions
should we encounter mini riffles at our crossing.
We appreciate you help on this.
Thanks
7

Brian W. W. Thomasen, P.E. | Director of Engineering - Colorado | NV5
2650 18th St., Suite 202 | Denver, CO 80211
5445 Mark Dabling Blvd., Suite 100 | Colorado Springs, CO 80918
DV: 303-220-6463 | CS: 719-268-8563 | M: 269.519.8390
Electronic Communications Disclaimer

From: Richard Borchardt <rborchardt@r2rengineers.com>
Sent: Friday, July 17, 2020 3:19 PM
To: Brian Thomasen <brian.thomasen@nv5.com>
Subject: RE: Meeting with CCBWQA on SMNGP with Xcel Team
Brian,
Here are the As‐Builts for the Phase 1, which is where I believe that your project is crossing. There is a Phase 2, which
picks up where Phase 1 stops and goes to Lake View Drive in the State Park. Let me know, if those would be helpful and
I can provide them as‐well.
Thanks,
Rich
From: Brian Thomasen <brian.thomasen@nv5.com>
Sent: Friday, July 17, 2020 11:02 AM
To: Maria Alvarez <malvarez@epgllc.co>; lmontesano@wrightwater.com; matt@hemlock‐ec.com;
Kelli.S.Bradley@xcelenergy.com; Adam.R.Pena@xcelenergy.com; tom.henley@xcelenergy.com; Vanessa Yohe
<vyohe@epgllc.co>; Richard Borchardt <rborchardt@r2rengineers.com>; chuck.reid@ccbwqa.org;
SLiu@arapahoegov.com
Subject: RE: Meeting with CCBWQA on SMNGP with Xcel Team
Richard;
As per the meeting discussion can you please send me the plans of the riprap locations for cottonwood creek.
Thanks
Brian W. W. Thomasen, P.E. | Director of Engineering - Colorado | NV5
2650 18th St., Suite 202 | Denver, CO 80211
5445 Mark Dabling Blvd., Suite 100 | Colorado Springs, CO 80918
DV: 303-220-6463 | CS: 719-268-8563 | M: 269.519.8390
Electronic Communications Disclaimer

‐‐‐‐‐Original Appointment‐‐‐‐‐
From: Maria Alvarez <malvarez@epgllc.co>
Sent: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 10:37 AM
To: Maria Alvarez; lmontesano@wrightwater.com; matt@hemlock‐ec.com; Kelli.S.Bradley@xcelenergy.com;
Adam.R.Pena@xcelenergy.com; tom.henley@xcelenergy.com; Vanessa Yohe; Brian Thomasen;
rborchardt@r2rengineers.com; chuck.reid@ccbwqa.org; SLiu@arapahoegov.com
Subject: Meeting with CCBWQA on SMNGP with Xcel Team
8

When: Friday, July 17, 2020 10:30 AM‐11:30 AM (UTC‐07:00) Mountain Time (US & Canada).
Where:

Meeting regarding 1041 comment given to ArapCo:
The Authority's CR 72 requires construction and post-construction BMPs. No information was provided on addressing the Stream
Preservation Corridor requirements of CR 72. Of particular concern are the details provided for Wetland Crossing which include open
cuts and various sandbag diversions on tributaries within Cherry Creek State Park including Cottonwood Creek a perennial flowing
stream with flashy response to storms.
Restoration of utility crossings of the streams (including establishment of vegetation and increased temporary erosion control
measures) and stormwater control/management during construction are needed to mitigate temporary and long-term erosion issues
and prevent introduction of nutrients into stream flows and Cherry Creek Reservoir. Provide additional information on the restoration of
utility crossings of the streams and stormwater control/management during construction, so it can be reviewed. Boring utilities across
Cottonwood Creek may be an alternative approach to consider, as base/storm flows are the greatest and the level of restoration
needed is the highest at this location. The Authority reserves the right to review and comment on future submittals for this project.

________________________________________________________________________________
Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or
taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in
Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in;
Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.
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WWE Note: This is the blanket
specified by the CCBWQA
plan set. Utilize this product or
equivalent at drainageway
crossings.

Tel: (888) 725-6999
Fax: (571) 223-0202

Technical Specifications for

Nedia KoirMat™ 700
Nedia KoirMat™ 700 is a woven fabric of high strength coir twine made from well-cleaned, fresh water cured coconut fiber,
It naturally absorbs and retains water while retaining its integrity and providing an ideal microclimate for the growth of
vegetation.
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The above information is to the best of our knowledge accurate, but it is not intended to be considered a guarantee. Any implied warranty for a particular use or purpose is excluded. Nedia Enterprises, Inc. will not be liable for
any type of damage or losses, directly or indirectly for failure of this product. All test results and properties were obtained from independent laboratory testing. If the product does not meet the above properties, and if a written
notice is given to Nedia Enterprises, Inc., within seven days of delivery date, the product will be replaced or refunded.
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COTTONWOOD CREEK RECLAMATION – PHASE 1
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
All technical specifications for materials, installation and construction procedures shall be in
accordance with the Colorado Department of Transportation Standard Specifications for Road
and Bridge Construction dated 1999. The following Project Special Provisions supplement or
modify the Standard Specifications and take precedence over the Standard Specifications.
Measurement and payment shall be in accordance with Part 2 of the Supplementary Conditions
and shall take precedence over the measurement and payment sections of the Standard
Specifications.
Project Special Provisions:
Revision of Section 201 – Clearing and Grubbing
Revision of Section 203 – Embankment Material
Revision of Section 203 – Disposal of Excess Excavated Material
Revision of Section 206 – Excavation and Backfill for Structures
Revision of Section 207 – Topsoil
Revision of Section 212 – Seeding, Fertilizer and Sodding
Revision of Section 213 – Mulch and Tackifier
Revision of Section 214 – Planting
Revision of Section 216 – Erosion Control Blanket
Revision of Section 304 – Trail Material
Revision of Section 506 – Boulders
Revision of Section 506 – Soil Riprap
Revision of Section 506 – Void-Filled Riprap
Revision of Section 506 – Crushed Rock (6-Inch)
Revision of Section 703 – Filter Material
Section 850 – Protection/Repair of Existing Trees

Cottonwood Creek Reclamation
Project # 02-025.03
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REVISION OF SECTION 216
EROSION CONTROL BLANKET
Subsection 216.01, is hereby revised to include the following:
216.01 This work consists of furnishing, preparing, applying, placing, and securing erosion control
blanket and coir mat and other bioengineering and bank stabilization techniques for erosion control
on slopes as designated in the Contract or as directed.
Subsection 216.02 (a) , is hereby revised to include the following:
Erosion Control Blanket. Where designated on drawings, shall be Green Fix CF072B, as supplied
by Bowman Construction Supply, Inc., 303-696-8960 or approved equal. Samples should be
submitted at least 2 weeks in advance of its use on the project for approval by the Engineer.
Coir Mat (Woven Matting of Coir Yarn). Where designated on drawings, shall be Koirmat 700 (13’
wide rolls), coconut fiber erosion control matting manufactured by Nedia Enterprises, Inc., as
supplied by Bowman Construction Supply, Inc., 303-696-8960, or approved equal. Samples should
be submitted at least 2 weeks in advance of its use on the project for approval by the Engineer.
Subsection 216.02 (b), is hereby revised to include the following:
Stakes for Erosion Control Blanket & Coir Mat: Shall be 18” long wood 2x4’s sawed at a diagonal,
as shown in Contract Drawings.
Stakes for Willow Logs: Shall be 2’-6” long wood 2x4’s sawed at a diagonal, as shown in Contract
Drawings.
Samples of both stakes should be submitted at least 2 weeks in advance of its use on the project for
approval by the Engineer.
Subsection 216.03 (b) is deleted and replaced with the following:
(b)

Erosion Control Blanket & Coir Mat
Areas to be covered with erosion control blanket & coir mat shall be properly prepared,
seeded, and mulched before blankets/mat are placed. Contour furrowing shall not be
done in areas where blankets/mat or are to be placed. The soil shall be free of clods,
rocks, wood, and other obstructions so that the blankets/mat are in direct contact with
soil. No gaps or voids shall exist under the blankets/mat.
Erosion Control Blanket (CF072B) shall be installed starting at the upstream end and
unrolled in the direction of the flow of water. Blankets shall be placed smoothly but
loosely on the soil surface without stretching. Blankets shall be staked and
anchored/trenched in according to the details shown on the Contract Drawings. A
minimum edge distance of 2-inches from the edge of blanket to the edge of stake shall be
maintained. A representative of the manufacturer shall be present to give instructions
during installation of the blankets.

Cottonwood Creek Reclamation
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Coir Mat (Koirmat 700) shall be installed starting at the upstream end and unrolled in the
direction of the flow of water. Mat shall be placed smoothly but loosely on the soil
surface without stretching. Mat shall be staked and anchored/trenched in according to the
details shown on the Contract Drawings. A minimum edge distance of 2-inches from the
edge of mat to the edge of stake shall be maintained. A representative of the
manufacturer shall be present to give instructions during installation of the mats.
Initial anchor trenches shall be used at the upstream end of all installations. Terminal
anchor trenches shall be installed at the downstream ends of all installations.
Intermediate staking using one-foot transverse spacing and 18” long wood stakes shall be
completed at 50-foot intervals (longitudinally). Longitudinal trenches shall be installed at
the toe and top of slopes. When blankets/mats need to be spliced at ends, place upstream
blanket/mat over the downstream blanket/mat with an overlap of 12” and stake using 18”
long wood stakes at one-foot transverse spacing. Longitudinal edges of adjacent parallel
blanket/mat rolls shall be overlapped 6” and staked using 18” long wood stakes at 18”
spacing.
Any areas disturbed during installation of the blankets/mats shall be reseeded and
mulched.
END OF SECTION
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Detail for restoration
of Unnamed
Tributaries 1 and 2,
and Cottonwood
Creek
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Detail for restoration
of Unnamed
Tributaries 1 and 2,
and Cottonwood
Creek

See seed mixes provided by
CPW in Appendix D of GESC
Report
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Siting and Land Rights

Right of Way & Permits
Adam R. Pena
1123 West 3rd Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80223
Telephone: 303.571.3305
Facsimile: 612-573-9429

October 1, 2020
Kat Hammer
Planner II, Planning and Development
Arapahoe County
Lima Plaza
6924 S. Lima St.
Centennial, CO 80112

RE: Mile High Flood District

Dear Kat:

Over the last few weeks, Xcel Energy has been working diligently to come to a resolution with the Mile High Flood
District (MHFD) as part of the external review process for our Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project (Project) Areas
and Activities of State Interest – also known as the 1041 Permit Case No. ASI20-001 and Limit and Extent Case No.
LE20-001.
Xcel Energy initially received an inquiry from MHFD regarding the depth of the proposed Project’s crossing at
Cottonwood Creek in Cherry Creek State Park. The original design for the Project recommends open trenching
through Cottonwood Creek due to soil conditions.
Xcel Energy received MHFD’s initial comments in a letter dated July 6, 2020 during the external review process that
stated:
“This letter is in response to the request for our comments concerning the referenced
project. We have reviewed this proposal only as it relates to maintenance eligibility of major
drainage features, in this case:
“Not applicable; referenced project does not include any proposed MEP features, rezoning,
etc. We have no objections to the referenced project. We appreciate the opportunity to
review this application and look forward to working with you as the drainage design
progresses for any proposed developments.”
However, during the second round of external comments, MHFD did provide us with additional comments in a letter
dated August 19, 2020:
“This letter is in response to the request for our comments concerning the referenced
project. We have reviewed this proposal only as it relates to maintenance eligibility of major
drainage features, in this case:
•
Cottonwood Creek crossing downstream of Peoria St.
•
3 un-named Cherry Creek tributary crossings within State Park
“We have the following comments to offer:
1) At the Cottonwood Creek crossing please increase the depth of cover to 10 feet between
the top of pipe and existing channel bottom to allow for future stream development.”
As shown in the attached documentation, Xcel Energy’s Project Manager Kelli Bradley, has been in direct
communication with MHFD’s Kurt Bauer, who provided the comment. In the original plan submittal, installing the
pipeline via open trench was due to the poor soil conditions in the area and concerns of a potential Inadvertent Fluid
Release (IFR). Xcel Energy has been working with our contractor on how to successfully complete a bore in the area

and avoid an IFR. Boring the pipeline would eliminate concerns around restoration and would alleviate disturbance to
Preble Meadow jumping mouse habitat, wetland function, or stream restoration activities in the future.
Upon further discussions with MHFD, Xcel Energy determined that the impact area of crossing Cottonwood Creek
could be minimized by boring under it as requested by the MHFD. The decision to bore Cottonwood Creek addresses
MHFD comments, and we will continue to work with the group to ensure that we address any future issues that may
arise.
Xcel Energy feels this summary – as well as the attached documentation – fully addresses Mile High Flood District’s
current concerns with the 1041 permit and L&E applications. Please let me know if any clarification is needed or if
you have any questions. I can be reached by email at adam.r.pena@xcelenergy.com.
Regards,

Adam R. Pena
Senior Agent, Right of Way and Permits Department
Xcel Energy

cc:

Adam R. Pena, Xcel Energy/PSCo, Senior ROW Agent
Kelli Bradley, Xcel Energy/PSCo, Project Manager
John MacDonald, EPG Denver Office Director, Sr. Project Manager

Enclosures

MAINTENANCE ELIGIBILITY PROGRAM (MEP)
MHFD Referral Review Comments
Date:

For Internal MHFD Use Only.
MEP ID:
105898
Submittal ID:
10004889
MEP Phase:
Referral

July 6, 2020

To:

Via email

RE:

MHFD Referral Review Comments

Project Name: ARAPCO Pipeline ASI20-001 & LE20-001
Location: E Belleview Avenue and South Peoria St
Drainageway: Cottonwood Creek
This letter is in response to the request for our comments concerning the referenced project. We have
reviewed this proposal only as it relates to maintenance eligibility of major drainage features, in this case:
-

Not applicable; referenced project does not include any proposed MEP features, rezoning, etc.

We have no objections to the referenced project. We appreciate the opportunity to review this application
and look forward to working with you as the drainage design progresses for any proposed developments.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.
Sincerely,

Kurt Bauer, P.E., CFM
Project Manager, Watershed Services
Mile High Flood District
KBB/brz

MAINTENANCE ELIGIBILITY PROGRAM (MEP)
MHFD Referral Review Comments
Date:
To:
RE:

For Internal MHFD Use Only.
MEP ID:
105898
Submittal ID:
10005128
MEP Phase:
Referral

August 19, 2020
Via email
MHFD Referral Review Comments

Project Name: Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project
Description: 20” gas line, 4 drainageway crossings with in Cherry Creek State Park
Drainageway: Cottonwood Creek, 3 Tributaries to Cherry Creek
This letter is in response to the request for our comments concerning the referenced project. We have
reviewed this proposal only as it relates to maintenance eligibility of major drainage features, in this case:
- Cottonwood Creek crossing downstream of Peoria St.
- 3 un-named Cherry Creek tributary crossings within State Park
We have the following comments to offer:
1) At the Cottonwood Creek crossing please increase the depth of cover to 10 feet between the top
of pipe and existing channel bottom to allow for future stream development.
We appreciate the opportunity to review this proposal. Please feel free to contact me with any questions
or concerns.
Sincerely,

Kurt Bauer, P.E., CFM
Project Manager, Watershed Services
Mile High Flood District
LH

From: Bradley, Kelli S
Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2020 4:45 PM
To: 'kbauer@udfcd.org' <kbauer@udfcd.org>
Subject: Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project
Hello Kurt,
I just left you a message, but also wanted to follow up with an e mail. I wanted to touchbase on the Arapahoe County
referral comment you provided on the Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project. It is my understanding that there is
potential in the future for a drop structure at Cottonwood Creek. Just wanted to talk through potential options that we
may have and discuss in more detail our project. Please let me know if there is a time you would be available to discuss
or feel free to call me when you have a few free minutes. Below is also my contact information. I greatly appreciate your
time.
Thanks,
Kelli

Kelli Bradley
Gas Project Manager
Xcel Energy | Responsible By Nature
1123 W. 3rd Ave., Denver, CO 80223
P: 303.571.3341 M: 720.224.7325
E: Kelli.S.Bradley@XcelEnergy.com

Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and
others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or
taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in
Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in;
Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.
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September 28, 2020
Kat Hammer
Planner II, Planning and Development
Arapahoe County
Lima Plaza
6924 S. Lima St.
Centennial, CO 80112
RE: Tri-County Health Department (TCHD) external comment
Dear Kat:
I am an Environmental Planner with Environmental Planning Group, LLC (EPG), a consultant for
Xcel Energy and we have been working diligently with the Tri-County Health Department (TCHD)
to address their comment and concern as part of our external review process to complete Xcel
Energy’s Areas and Activities of State Interest -- also known as the 1041 application (Case No.
ASI20-001) and Location and Extent (Case No. LE20-001) – for its Southeast Metro Natural Gas
Project.
TCHD’s Land Use and Built Environment Specialist Annemarie Heinrich sent a letter to Arapahoe
County dated June 24, 2020, during the external referral period with concerns about groundwater
quality protection, protection of above-ground valves, and sanitary and solid-waste disposal.
The issue EPG responded to was about sanitary and solid-was disposal – as shown through the
attached correspondence. Upon second submittal of ASI20-001, on July 31, 2020, EPG sent the
following to Arapahoe County addressing TCHD’s concerns:
“Dumpsters and portable toilets: We anticipate that a large dumpster and at least
one portable toilet will be located within the staging area at the south end of the
project, which is located within the City of Centennial. In addition, a portable toilet
is typically kept on a trailer in the vicinity of each active work area. Trash generated
in areas other than the staging area will be collected and either transported offsite within vehicles for disposal or will be hauled to the staging area dumpster. It is
anticipated that Fuzion Field Services will provide and maintain these facilities.
Portable toilets are to be properly anchored to the ground or to a trailer. Additional
dumpsters and portable toilets will be added to the project as deemed necessary.
The locations of these facilities will be added to the GESC plans as they are brought
on-site or relocated within the site.”
In a response letter to Arapahoe County dated August 4, 2020, TCHD said their concerns were
“satisfactorily addressed” and further recommended that hand washing stations be included near
the portable toilets as a precaution to the Covid-19 Pandemic. Since then several emails have
been exchanged between TCHD and EPG about the best handwashing, non-water-based form
of sanitation solution to be used because supplying water in the field was unfeasible – as shown
in the correspondence that follows.

www.epgllc.co

7900 east union avenue • suite 1100

denver, colorado 80237

303.217.4510

In a September 2, 2020 email, TCHD said, “we encourage handwashing but if that is not possible,
60% alcohol hand sanitizer is sufficient.”
Based on these exchanges, Xcel Energy’s contractor will provide hand sanitizer with a minimum
of 60 percent alcohol adjacent to all portable toilets and make hand sanitizer available to all
crews working in conjunction to the Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project construction facilities in
Arapahoe and unincorporated Arapahoe County.
EPG and Xcel Energy feels this summary – as well as the documents that follow – fully address TriCounty Health Department’s concerns with the 1041 permit and L&E applications. Please let me
know if any clarification is needed or if you have any questions. Feel free to email me at
malvarez@epgllc.co.

Sincerely,

Maria Alvarez
Environmental Planner
EPG

cc:

Adam R. Pena, Xcel Energy/PSCo, Senior ROW Agent
Kelli Bradley, Xcel Energy/PSCo, Project Manager
John MacDonald, EPG Denver Office Director, Sr. Project Manager

Enclosures

www.epgllc.co

7900 east union avenue • suite 1100

denver, colorado 80237

303.217.4510

June 24, 2020
Kat Hammer
Arapahoe County Public Works and Development
6924 S. Lima Street
Centennial, CO 80112
RE:

Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project, ASI20-001 & LE20-001
TCHD Case No. 6311 & 6312

Dear Ms. Hammer,
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the Location and Extent and
1041 Permit for a proposed natural gas transmission pipeline located between an
existing regulator station near the intersection of E Caley Avenue and S Troy Circle, and
an existing valve set near S Yosemite Avenue and E Hampden Avenue, totaling
approximately four miles in Arapahoe County. Tri-County Health Department (TCHD)
staff has reviewed the application for compliance with applicable environmental and
public health regulations and principles of healthy community design. After reviewing
the application, TCHD has the following comments.
Groundwater Quality Protection
If the pipeline routes cross over streams and/or wetlands, alluvial groundwater flow
could be impacted if trenching intersects the shallow groundwater. If trench dewatering
is necessary, the water will be pumped and discharged to alluvia/colluvial sediments
close to the stream channel. If discharge of groundwater is necessary during
construction, a discharge permit from the Colorado Department of Public Health and
Environment (CDPHE), Water Quality Control Division will be necessary, as referenced
in the application materials.
Protection of Above-Ground Valves
Above-ground valves may be damaged or vandalized once they are installed and
placed into use. If above ground values are to be utilized, the applicant should consider
methods for ensuring the valve site is secure.
Sanitary and Solid Waste Disposal
The application does not specify how sanitary and solid waste will be provided during
the construction for construction workers. We anticipate that trash dumpsters and
portable toilets will be necessary during construction. TCHD has no objection to the use
of portable toilets, provided they are properly maintained. TCHD recommends that the
applicant address these, in terms of numbers, locations, and vendor.

Serving Adams, Arapahoe and Douglas Counties  www.tchd.org
6162 S. Willow Dr., Suite 100  Greenwood Village, CO 80111  303-220-9200

Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project
June 24, 2020
Page 2 of 2
Please feel free to contact me at 720-200-1585 or aheinrich@tchd.org if you have any
questions on TCHD’s comments.
Sincerely,

Annemarie Heinrich Fortune, MPH/MURP
Land Use and Built Environment Specialist
cc:

Sheila Lynch, Laura DeGolier, TCHD

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Annemarie Heinrich
Maria Alvarez
Adam Pena ; Land Use
[EXTERNAL] RE: Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project
Monday, August 3, 2020 8:59:14 AM

Thank you for the additional information. We also recommend providing a hand washing station
outside of the portable toilet.
Annemarie
From: Maria Alvarez <malvarez@epgllc.co>
Sent: Friday, July 31, 2020 11:54 AM
To: Annemarie Heinrich <aheinrich@tchd.org>
Cc: Adam Pena <Adam.R.Pena@xcelenergy.com>
Subject: Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project
Hi AnneMarie,
Just wanted to follow-up with you in regards to a comment you gave Arapahoe County on an External Referral
comment back to our team. Just wanted to make sure your question was answered and if you have any further
questions on this project.
Annemarie Heinrich, Land Use and Built Environment Specialist
Tri-County Health Department
6162 S Willow Dr, Ste
100 Greenwood Village, CO 80111
720-200-1571 aheinrich@tchd.org
COMMENT:
Please provide response to comment to letter dated June 24, 2020.
RESPONSE:
RE: dumpsters and portable toilets: We anticipate that a large dumpster and at least one portable toilet will be
located within the staging area at the south end of the project, which is located within the City of Centennial. In
addition, a portable toilet is typically kept on a trailer in the vicinity of each active work area. Trash generated in
areas other than the staging area will be collected and either transported off-site within vehicles for disposal or will
be hauled to the staging area dumpster. It is anticipated that Fuzion Field Services will provide and maintain these
facilities. Portable toilets are to be properly anchored to the ground or to a trailer. Additional dumpsters and portable
toilets will be added to the project as deemed necessary. The locations of these facilities will be added to the GESC
plans as they are brought on-site or relocated within the site.
Please let me know if you have any further questions on this project.
Maria L. Alvarez
Environmental Planner

7900 East Union Avenue, Suite 1100, Denver, Colorado 80237

August 4, 2020
Kat Hammer
Arapahoe County Public Works and Development
6924 S. Lima Street
Centennial, CO 80112
RE:

Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project, ASI20-001 & LE20-001
TCHD Case No. 6409

Dear Ms. Hammer,
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the resubmittal of the Location
and Extent and 1041 Permit for a proposed natural gas transmission pipeline located
between an existing regulator station near the intersection of E Caley Avenue and S
Troy Circle, and an existing valve set near S Yosemite Avenue and E Hampden
Avenue, totaling approximately four miles in Arapahoe County. Tri-County Health
Department (TCHD) staff previously reviewed the application for the Location and
Extent and 1041 Permit and, in a letter dated June 24, 2020 responded with the
comments included below. TCHD has additional comments included in italics below.
Groundwater Quality Protection
If the pipeline routes cross over streams and/or wetlands, alluvial groundwater flow
could be impacted if trenching intersects the shallow groundwater. If trench dewatering
is necessary, the water will be pumped and discharged to alluvia/colluvial sediments
close to the stream channel. If discharge of groundwater is necessary during
construction, a discharge permit from the Colorado Department of Public Health and
Environment (CDPHE), Water Quality Control Division will be necessary, as referenced
in the application materials.
Protection of Above-Ground Valves
Above-ground valves may be damaged or vandalized once they are installed and
placed into use. If above ground values are to be utilized, the applicant should consider
methods for ensuring the valve site is secure.
Sanitary and Solid Waste Disposal
The application does not specify how sanitary and solid waste will be provided during
the construction for construction workers. We anticipate that trash dumpsters and
portable toilets will be necessary during construction. TCHD has no objection to the use
of portable toilets, provided they are properly maintained. TCHD recommends that the
applicant address these, in terms of numbers, locations, and vendor.
TCHD received an email response from the applicant dated 7/31. The response states:

Serving Adams, Arapahoe and Douglas Counties  www.tchd.org
6162 S. Willow Dr., Suite 100  Greenwood Village, CO 80111  303-220-9200

Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project
August 4, 2020
Page 2 of 2
RE: dumpsters and portable toilets: We anticipate that a large dumpster and at
least one portable toilet will be located within the staging area at the south end of
the project, which is located within the City of Centennial. In addition, a portable
toilet is typically kept on a trailer in the vicinity of each active work area. Trash
generated in areas other than the staging area will be collected and either
transported off-site within vehicles for disposal or will be hauled to the staging
area dumpster. It is anticipated that Fuzion Field Services will provide and
maintain these facilities. Portable toilets are to be properly anchored to the
ground or to a trailer. Additional dumpsters and portable toilets will be added to
the project as deemed necessary. The locations of these facilities will be added
to the GESC plans as they are brought on-site or relocated within the site.
The applicant has responded to our comment satisfactorily. TCHD recommends hand
washing stations be included near the portable toilets.
Please feel free to contact me at 720-200-1585 or aheinrich@tchd.org if you have any
questions on TCHD’s comments.
Sincerely,

Annemarie Heinrich Fortune, MPH/MURP
Land Use and Built Environment Specialist
cc:

Sheila Lynch, Laura DeGolier, TCHD

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Annemarie Heinrich
Maria Alvarez
Adam Pena ; Land Use; Bradley, Kelli S
[EXTERNAL] RE: Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project
Wednesday, September 2, 2020 9:30:59 AM

Hi Maria,
We encourage hand-washing but if that is not possible, 60% alcohol hand sanitizer is sufficient.
Thanks,
Annemarie
From: Maria Alvarez <malvarez@epgllc.co>
Sent: Tuesday, September 01, 2020 3:50 PM
To: Annemarie Heinrich <aheinrich@tchd.org>
Cc: Adam Pena <Adam.R.Pena@xcelenergy.com>; Land Use <LandUse@tchd.org>; Bradley, Kelli S
<Kelli.S.Bradley@xcelenergy.com>
Subject: RE: Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project
Annemarie,
I did check with the construction company and since it is remote and away from facilities, they are recommending
To use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol, if soap and water are not available.
If this works please let me know there is no objection so I can get this back to Kat with Arapahoe County.
Thanks!
Maria L Alvarez
Environmental Planner

From: Annemarie Heinrich <aheinrich@tchd.org>
Sent: Monday, August 3, 2020 8:59 AM
To: Maria Alvarez <malvarez@epgllc.co>
Cc: Adam Pena <Adam.R.Pena@xcelenergy.com>; Land Use <LandUse@tchd.org>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project
Thank you for the additional information. We also recommend providing a hand washing station
outside of the portable toilet.
Annemarie
From: Maria Alvarez <malvarez@epgllc.co>
Sent: Friday, July 31, 2020 11:54 AM

September 14
Prairie Protection Colorado
PO Box 497
Sedalia, CO 80135
Arapahoe County Planning Commission
6924 Lima Street
Centenniel, CO 80112
RE: Comments Regarding Public Service Company of Colorado Southeast Metro Natural Gas
Project (LE20-) Location and Extent Application
Dear Arapahoe County Planning Commission Members,
Prairie Protection Colorado (PPC) is submitting comment regarding the application to construct
the Southeast Metro Natural Gas pipeline through a wildlife habitat conservation area in Cherry
Creek State Park. We have multiple concerns regarding this pipeline and the affects it will have
on the habitat conservation area in the park for prairie dog colonies and the biotic communities
they support. The proposed pipeline route is habitat for multiple species of wildlife including
Burrowing Owls (state threatened), Preble’s Jumping Mouse (state endangered), Golden and Bald
Eagles (protected by the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act), Coyotes, Fox, Ferruginous
Hawks (state species of special concern), and Black-Tailed Prairie Dogs (species of greatest
conservation need) who provide habitat and food for over 200 other species. The construction of
a natural gas pipeline will disturb this area and significantly degrade the environment.
This project traverses 3 waterways which will be in immediate risk from natural gas pipeline leaks
and explosions that will endanger aquifers, wetlands, and the biotic communities living within
those areas.
The proposed pipeline will unduly degrade the quality or quantity of recreational
opportunities and experience. Many of our members utilize this park, study the prairie dogs
and coyote packs in this area, use the trails for walking their dogs and enjoy and depend on the
pristine nature of this habitat conservation area. Constructing a pipeline in this area would
impact the aesthetic and recreational values of Cherry Creek State Park, especially considering
the valve set location would be located within the park. This would cause degraded aesthetic,
habitat, and conservation values for the area proposed and would increase human traffic from
maintenance on the pipeline and valve set.
The proposed project is NOT the best alternative available based on consideration of
need, existing technology, cost, impact and regulations. There are several alternative
routes, including the area where the pipeline already exists and could be repaired, that are more
suitable than a state park owned by the public with the stated goals to preserve wildlife habitat,
wildlife viewing areas, and recreational enjoyment throughout the proposed area. The proposed
area of Cherry Creek State Park is set aside for preserving rapidly dwindling wildlife habitat and

is the worst possible alternative for pipeline construction which necessitates risks for future
catastrophes that can and do happen from natural gas pipelines.
This proposal will significantly interfere with the preservation of cultural
resources, including historical structures and sites, the rural lifestyle and the
opportunity for solitude in the natural environment. There are 7 historical sites within
the pipeline route including the entirety of the undeveloped portions of the project area that will
be degraded within the scope of the project area. Running a pipeline through a natural
environment that is set aside as a wildlife habitat will interrupt and damage the opportunity for
Cherry Creek State Park visitors to have solitude in the natural environment.
Further, it is unethical and deceitful that Xcel has already staked out the path of the pipeline
throughout Cherry Creek State Park. This is indicative that the public comment period is merely
an action that the commissioners must go through and do not take seriously. The fact that the
beginning stages of construction are already in motion without taking public comments into
consideration is a violation of public trust and illustrates that Colorado constituents and their
public comments are not seriously weighted against the corporate interests of Xcel Energy.
PPC is strongly urging all of you, as planning commissioners tasked with upholding the above
approval criteria, to deny this project. Placing a pipeline in the middle of designated wildlife
habitat will significantly affect the area not only during the construction phase but in the long
term by scarring the land, maintaining a valve station that disrupts the natural beauty of the park
area, destroying over 3 miles of prairie dog habitat within the project area, disrupting the animals
that depend on and live in the area, and creating a significant risk of a pipeline catastrophe that
will further damage the stated purposes of Cherry Creek State Park and this habitat conservation
area.
We hope you take our concerns into consideration when reviewing this application.
Thank you,
Deanna Meyer
Executive Director
Prairie Protection Colorado
720-722-1691
prairieprotectioncolorado@gmail.com

Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Allyson Zoellner <allysonzoellner@gmail.com>
Wednesday, September 09, 2020 4:21 PM
Kathleen Hammer
Maria Alvarez; John MacDonald
Re: Cherry Creek State Park/Xcel Pipeline

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Thank you, Kat. I’ve just spent more than a month helping Foxfield residents to understand the vital
importance of protecting our prairie dogs. The board was set to implement an ordinance that would have
required killing any prairie dogs in town. After educating them on the importance of this highly social and
communicative animal to the town’s ecosystem, the board understood that it’s important to allow prairie dogs to
live in harmony in our community. They are being killed at such a dramatic rate that they will be extinct before
long. It’s shameful that too many companies/developers just don’t even consider them when projects are done.
Again, thank you.
Allyson
On Sep 9, 2020, at 3:35 PM, Kathleen Hammer <KHammer@arapahoegov.com> wrote:
Hi Allyson,
Thank you for your written comment. This will be added to the record for the
scheduled Planning Commission meeting on September 15, 2020. If you would like to
participate in the meeting please find the number to call in on the agenda, located
here: https://www.arapahoegov.com/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/2180?html=tru
e
I have also copied the applicant’s representative if you have any specific questions or
concerns you would like to address directly with them.
Thanks,
Kat

Kat Hammer
Arapahoe County Planner II
Arapahoe County Public Works and Development
6924 South Lima Street
Centennial CO, 80112
Planning Department: 720.874.6666
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Arapahoe County Public Works and Development Offices are open to the
public by appointment only to ensure social distancing in accordance with the
State's Safer at Home Order. The County requires anyone visiting County
Offices to wear a mask or facial covering while indoors.
I am working offsite, so email is the best way to reach me. Many County
services can be accessed online and I encourage you to visit our website
at https://www.arapahoegov.com/519/Public-Works-and-Development to
learn more.
Please consider emailing us
at planning@arapahoegov.com, presubmittals@arapahoegov.com,
orlandusesubmittals@arapahoegov.com as these email inboxes are monitored
by several staff members. You may also call (720) 874-6650 to leave a message.

From: Allyson Zoellner <allysonzoellner@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 09, 2020 2:58 PM
To: Kathleen Hammer <KHammer@arapahoegov.com>
Subject: Cherry Creek State Park/Xcel Pipeline
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Ms. Hammer,

Cherry Creek State Park is one of the few remaining natural habitats for prairie dogs that are rapidly
being decimated throughout the state. Once again, for human greed and convenience Xcel is
planning to run a new natural gas pipeline that will destroy wildlife habitat in OUR state park. Most
of all, this new pipeline will destroy many prairie dog families needlessly and painfully. Many of us
adore the park because of the prairie dogs, and we know that they are a vital keystone species, not
deserving to be killed.

Please see that Xcel does pipeline work where it currently is and does not destroy any more
precious, declining wildlife the the park. It is our park to enjoy and the animals make the park what it
is.

Many thanks,

Allyson Zoellner
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

born2302@aol.com
Wednesday, September 09, 2020 8:15 PM
Kathleen Hammer
Purposed pipeline Cherry Creek Park

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

I am sending you this email to urge you to reject the proposed pipeline through the prairie dog habitat
conservation in Cherry Creek State Park. Once our biotic communities are gone they cannot be replaced. The
prairie dogs should be on an endangered species list now, but for the fact we have continuously ignored their
plight for monetary gain. As it stands now, our waters are being threatened with the current deregulation of
environmental protections. We continue to feed the pockets of those who have no regard for wildlife that
depend on the land. Leaders before us knew the importance of conserving land for our wildlife. This is why
they dedicated these conservation areas. However, we continue to destroy their habitat causing what
many scientist believe to be the beginnings of the sixth mass extinction. Do we just keep passing
the buck and hoping that by the time someone does the right thing it won’t be too late? Prairie dogs are down to
1% of the population. The wildlife that depends on the prairie dog communities are already dwindling in
number. In my own land here in Colorado I have watched Red Tailed Hawks and Eagles that once occupied
our area completely disappear because prairie dogs were eradicated. The coyote and fox are long gone. This
isn’t some projection into the future, it is happening right now. You hold the ability to do what is right for the
future of wildlife. Another unnecessary pipeline running through dedicated conservation land and exposing our
waters to potential hazardous material is not what we need for our future. I encourage you and the planning
commission to protect the biotic habitat and ensure that our ecosystem thrives. Protect these lands promised
for conservation not just for our current generations, but for all the generations yet to come. Have them go
back to the drawing board and relocate these pipelines in an area that does not endanger the
wildlife that live in Cherry Creek State Park. Thank you.
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Deanna Meyer <prairieprotectioncolorado@gmail.com>
Monday, September 14, 2020 11:14 AM
Kathleen Hammer; Jan Yeckes
Beth Quist; Michela Hinerman; Marlon Reis - GOVOffice; Kenneth Ramsey; Lynda
Wilson; Siobhan Cox; Barb Jedele; Christine Horowitz; Michael Frandina; Michels, Ashley
N
Comments Regarding Southeast Metro Gas Pipeline
PPC Comment on Case No. ASI20-001.pdf

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Arapahoe County Planning Commission Members,
Please review our organization's submitted comments (attached) regarding the current proposal by Xcel Energy
to construct a natural gas pipeline through prairie dog habitat conservation areas in Cherry Creek State Park.
Regards,

Deanna Meyer
Executive Director
Prairie Protection Colorado
Fighting for the Prairies
720-722-1691
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jaime Piriz <jaimepiriz905@gmail.com>
Friday, September 11, 2020 11:15 PM
Kathleen Hammer; Jan Yeckes
URGENT

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Hi,
Xcel Energy is proposing to construct a pipeline in the middle of the only habitat conservation area for prairie
dogs in the Park. Publicly owned land with stated objectives of preserving and protecting wetlands and wildlife
habitat should NOT be sacrificed for a gas pipeline. I ask that you, a person who is not only apart of the
community but someone who represents it to please vote no to xcel’s energy pipeline proposal.
Thank you for your time
Jaime Piriz
A college student and a member of the community.
For Cherry Creek State Park's Prairie Dogs!!
#bioticcommunitiesoverpipelines #stopsempl #nopipelinesthroughstateparks #cherrycreekstatepark
#protectprairies #protectwetlands
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jenna Angerstein <jennaleighangerstein@gmail.com>
Saturday, September 12, 2020 10:26 AM
Kathleen Hammer; Jan Yeckes
Cherry Creek State Park Prairie Dogs

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to ask that you not move forward with the Xcel energy pipeline project that would destroy the
habitat of the native species in Cherry Creek State Park. It is my opinion, and I believe the opinion of the
majority of people in Colorado, that publicly owned lands with stated objectives of preserving and protecting
wetlands and wildlife habitats should not be sacrificed for gas pipelines. I ask that you listen to the people in
your communities and not sacrifice their beloved space for the benefit of large corporations.
Sincerely,
Jenna Angerstein
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

karlene dancingwolf <kdancingwolf@gmail.com>
Friday, September 11, 2020 9:31 AM
Kathleen Hammer; Jan Yeckes
Arapahoe County Planning Commission

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Ms. Yeckes and Ms. Hammer:
I am writing to voice my deep concern and opposition to a gas pipeline running through the only protected
prairie dog and critical species habitat in Cherry Creek State Park.
XCEL Energy wants to destroy 3.2 miles of wetland and prairie habitat to install a new natural gas pipeline
located in the middle of Cherry Creek State Park. This area is the one area in which Colorado Parks and
Wildlife does not poison prairie dogs and is set aside specifically as a conservation area for the colonies
currently living there. The current proposal lays out a plan that will take over 2 years of ripping, digging, and
destroying this unique habitat as they run large dozers, piping, and equipment throughout the park, a destructive
and dangerous endeavour. It is questionable that wildlife could recover from this lengthy disruption to their
home.
This is a highly regarded environmental site that Coloradans respect and support. Bald Eagles nest in this area,
raptors nest and depend on this habitat, coyotes have made their homes here, as have foxes and many other
species, like burrowing owls who nest here periodically. This is truly a pristine wildlife habitat.
There are multiple "alternative routes" that have been discussed and you need to make sure that Xcel chooses
one that is outside of this special area. There is already a pipeline in use outside the park that Xcel could repair
and continue to use instead of running a new monsterous pipeline through the middle of a keystone habitat. You
have the say-so in preserving the only protected habitat left in this area of Arapahoe County!
I encourage you to save the Cherry Creek wildlife area and ensure the survival of these remarkable species.
Thank you,
Karlene Dancingwolf
725 Oriole Drive
Lafayette, CO 80026
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michael Heinze <mgh92195@yahoo.com>
Saturday, September 05, 2020 2:58 PM
Kathleen Hammer
Question About Planning Case LE20-001 (SOUTHEAST METRO NATURAL GAS PROJECT
/ LE)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Hello Kathleen,
Yesterday driving down Peoria I see this giant sign on the designated wildlife habitat area of Cherry Creek State Park.
Home to multiple keystone species such as Red tail hawks, bald eagles, golden eagles, Blacktail prairie dogs, red fox,
burrowing owls, coyotes, jumping mouse and more. Please tell me the county is not seriously considering destroying this
wildlife habitat?! I have been searching your website for details and I am unable to find exactly what is going on who
approved this one and why.
Your prompt response and insight would be greatly appreciated.
Michaela Hinerman
CCSP patron since 1999
Homeowner tax payer constituent Centennial, CO 80015
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Michaela Hinerman <mgh92195@yahoo.com>
Saturday, September 12, 2020 2:26 PM
John MacDonald; Adam.p.pena@xcelenergy.com
Kathleen Hammer
Re: [EXTERNAL] Re: ASI20-001 & LE20-001 *************DECEPTIVE PRAIRIE DOG
MANAGEMENT PLAN****************************

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Hello,
I found what is being referred to as the "Southeast Metro Gas Pipeline Prairie Dog Management plan" , not in
the files you referenced, under 3-ASI20-001 Exhibit K.
Let me be very clear, the Prairie Dog Management plan is nothing more than smoke and mirrors - NOT one
purposed technique per that plan would passively evict/ relocate a Prairie Dog much less anything else.
You can trust that I know what I am talking about as I have personally assisted with the relocation of thousands
of Black -Tailed Prairie Dogs inclusive passive relocations.
There is no gray area here, it is plan represents one of two things.
Xcel Energy is aware that this plan is worthless and are purposefully looking to deceive the public.
Or
Xcel Energy has been misled by the environmental agencies they have employed.
Which is it?
I have more to say however sickened and furious to the point this is all I can currently stomach.
Regards
Michaela Hinerman
303-905-2146
On Friday, September 11, 2020, 07:21:31 PM MDT, John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co> wrote:

There are a lot of associated exhibits with the 1041 permit application (Case No. ASI20-001) so you may not have seen it initially. I
see Kat has sent you links to the Arapahoe County Citizen Portal and to the agenda for the Planning Commission hearing. Links to the
permit application and associated exhibits are located in both areas.

The Prairie Dog Management Plan is located at the end of Exhibit K: Biological Resources Report. It is the last 6 pages of the exhibit
(pages 111-116). The plan is discussed and referenced in Section 1.8.6 (III.C.12.f) Terrestrial and Aquatic Animals and Habitat.
Please note that it is a draft plan.
1

John MacDonald
Denver Office Director/Senior Project Manager

7900 East Union Avenue, Suite 1100, Denver, Colorado 80237
jmacdonald@epgllc.co | 303.217-4510 o | 720.429.9933 c | www.epgllc.co



Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: Michaela Hinerman <mgh92195@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2020 6:10 PM
To: John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co>
Cc: Kathleen Hammer <KHammer@arapahoegov.com>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Re: ASI20-001 & LE20-001 RE: Question About Planning Case LE20-001 (SOUTHEAST METRO
NATURAL GAS PROJECT / LE)

Hello John,

Thank you for the feedback. Per your response I understand Xcel energy has a prairie dog management plan? I have search their
website and do not see any reference to this plan. Would you know where one could get a copy of said Prairie dog management plan?
Do you have a copy that you might be able to forward or should I reach out to Xcel directly? If your suggestion is to reach out directly
to Xcel energy would you know who the proper point of contact is? Someone familiar with the Prairie dog management plan. Thank
you in advance for your continued support and insight!

Michaela Hinerman

On Sep 11, 2020, at 17:23, John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co> wrote:
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Michaela, I apologize for the delay in response to your questions. Thank you for your patience.

Responses to your questions appear in blue text below each question. I hope this will help your understanding of the project and any
potential impacts. Where possible I have referenced sections of the 1041 permit application (ASI20-001) that is posted on Arapahoe
County’s website to provide you with relevant information pertaining to your question. Thank you for your interest in the proposed
project. I hope you have a good weekend.

John MacDonald
Denver Office Director/Senior Project Manager

<image001.jpg>

7900 East Union Avenue, Suite 1100, Denver, Colorado 80237
jmacdonald@epgllc.co | 303.217-4510 o | 720.429.9933 c | www.epgllc.co



Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: Michaela Hinerman <mgh92195@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2020 11:28 AM
To: John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co>
Cc: Kathleen Hammer <khammer@arapahoegov.com>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Re: ASI20-001 & LE20-001 RE: Question About Planning Case LE20-001 (SOUTHEAST METRO
NATURAL GAS PROJECT / LE)

Hello John,

Checking in with your regarding your followup email to the questions presented September 9,
2020. I not recieved the promised answers to the September 9th questions. If you send these
would you kindly resend?

I am recapping the open questions for your convenience below;

.> How many feet on each side of the pipeline will be destroyed during construction within
the HCA (Wildlife Habitat Area inclusive wetlands) of Cherry Creek State Park?
3

**Please include required space for travel of equipment along pipeline path
Please refer to these sections of the 1041 application (ASI20-001):
Section 1.3.2.1 Construction, discusses anticipated areas need for construction of the proposed
project.

2.> How much equipment will be in the area, inclusive staging area, and what impact will said
equipment have on soils?
Please refer to these sections of the 1041 application (ASI20-001):
Section1.13.2 Trip Generation – Construction, Table 1-7 Types of Anticipated Construction Vehicles
Section 1.8.8. (III.C.12.h) Soils, Geological Conditions, and Natural Hazards - discusses any potential
impacts from the project on soils. Exhibit L contains the Natural Resources Conservation Service
Soils Report for the project area. Appendix E contains the Grading Erosion and Sediment Control
Plan for the project.
3.> Why is the White House listed as the owner of this project?
Cherry Creek State Park is owned by the federal government. On all legal documents the mailing
address is listed as the White House.
4.> Passive relocation questions.

4-A. What research and planning has gone into passively relocating the three plus miles of active
Prairie Dog colonies that are directly in the path of the pipeline?
Xcel Energy complies with all agency and jurisdiction environmental and wildlife requirements.
The project’s prairie dog management plan was designed to minimize impacts to prairie dogs while
complying with applicable regulations and acknowledging public concerns. The passive relocation
plan was developed with these guiding concepts in mind:



“Passive relocation” is defined as using non-lethal methods to get prairie dogs to clear
construction areas prior to construction work starting.
The project will temporarily relocate prairie dogs during construction. Prairie dogs are expected
to recolonize disturbed areas post-construction.

Xcel Energy’s prairie dog management plan for this project would use non-lethal methods and would
be implemented in accordance with Colorado Parks and Wildlife and Cherry Creek State Park
guidelines. The plan has been reviewed by both agencies’ staff and has been found to be consistent
with their plans.
4

4-B. What is target start date and project timeline for said passive relocation?
Passive relocation would start prior to construction. Section 1.3.3 “(III.C.3.c) Schedules for Designing,
Permitting, Constructing, and Operating the Project” of the 1041 application (ASI20-001) discusses
scheduling for various project components. A construction schedule for the project within
unincorporated Arapahoe County will not be finalized until all necessary permits have been
authorized.

4-C. Is the applicant committed to using a "qualified" professional "Prairie Dog" relocation
specialist? Please note that professional relocation specialist "Do Not" participate in
"LETHAL" Prairie Dog Management. A list of professionals can be provided.
Xcel Energy’s prairie dog management plan for this project would use non-lethal methods and would
be implemented in accordance with Colorado Parks and Wildlife and Cherry Creek State Park
guidelines.

Thank you in advance for your feedback.

Michaela Hinerman
Resident / Homeowner - Arapahoe County
CCSP Patron since 1999
Wildlife Advocate

On Wednesday, September 9, 2020, 08:50:47 PM MDT, John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co> wrote:
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Michaela, I wanted to let you know that I did receive your questions earlier today. Myself, or another project
representative, in coordination with Kat Hammer at Arapahoe County will respond to your questions tomorrow. Thanks for
your patience.

John MacDonald
Denver Office Director/Senior Project Manager
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Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: Michaela Hinerman <mgh92195@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 10:13 AM
To: John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co>
Cc: Kathleen Hammer <khammer@arapahoegov.com>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Re: ASI20-001 & LE20-001 RE: Question About Planning Case LE20-001 (SOUTHEAST
METRO NATURAL GAS PROJECT / LE)

Hello John

Thank you for your feedback. Just to ensure we are all speaking the same language the proposed
route of the Souteast Metro Gas Pipeline, SEMPL, is in fact new. While this is indeed replacing
existing infrastructure the route and construction of this particular pipeline is "new".

That said I do have a few questions.

1.> How many feet on each side of the pipeline will be destroyed during construction within the
HCA (Wildlife Habitat Area inclusive wetlands) of Cherry Creek State Park?

**Please include required space for travel of equipment along pipeline path
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2.> How much equipment will be in the area, inclusive staging area, and what impact will said
equipment have on soils?

3.> Why is the White House listed as the owner of this project?

4.> Passive relocation questions.

4-A. What research and planning has gone into passively relocating the three plus miles of active
Prairie Dog colonies that are directly in the path of the pipeline?

4-B. What is target start date and project timeline for said passive relocation?

4-C. Is the applicant committed to using a "qualified" professional "Prairie Dog" relocation
specialist? Please note that professional relocation specialist "Do Not" participate in
"LETHAL" Prairie Dog Management. A list of professionals can be provided.

I am sure I have more questions however if you would kindly address the listed items above at this
time I would greatly appreciate it.

Thank you
Michaela Hinerman
Park Patron Since 1999
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On Tuesday, September 8, 2020, 08:28:37 PM MDT, John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co> wrote:

Michaela, thank you for your questions and interest in the Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project. I work for an
environmental consulting company that contracts to Xcel Energy. We have assisted their project team with project
planning (including looking at alternative alignments and analysis of different alternatives) and permitting for this project. I
will do my best to try to answer the questions you have posed today. There is quite a bit of information in this email (more
than I am used to sending in one email) but I hope you find it helpful. The Arapahoe County 1041 permit application,
including appendices, and staff report is very comprehensive and contains a lot of information and I’m glad Kat has
pointed you in the right direction to some of the biological reports.

Project Purpose and Need and Use of Terms to Describe the Project
The overall proposed project consists of replacing approximately 5.2 miles of 20-inch diameter steel natural gas
transmission pipeline between an existing facility at the southern endpoint (near the intersection of East Caley Avenue
and South Troy Circle in the City of Centennial) and an existing facility near South Yosemite Avenue and East Hampden
Avenue in the City and County of Denver.

The southeast Denver metropolitan area is currently served by a 20–inch diameter natural gas transmission pipeline and
smaller distribution lines that are able to serve he surrounding communities. The existing pipeline serves numerous
communities in the southeast Denver metropolitan area. The 20-inch diameter pipeline north and south of the start and
end points of the Project has been replaced in various stages over the course of the past 30 years. This segment of
natural gas pipeline was originally constructed in the 1950s. Regulatory requirements for natural gas transmission
pipelines have changed substantially during this time and on the surface of the land, Cherry Creek State Park was
established and so have communities that have grown around the park with residential and commercial land uses. To
ensure safety of its gas delivery system and ensure compliance with changes in regulatory requirements, Public Service
Company of Colorado (PSCo) dba Xcel Energy has proposed the Project. Terms to describe the proposed pipeline
associated with this project include “new”, “upgrade” or “replacement”. All of these may be acceptable as a brand “new”
pipeline will be constructed and installed to “replace” the use of the existing older pipeline and the new pipeline will be a
safety “upgrade” in terms of being able to more easily monitor integrity of the pipe and being able to shut off gas quickly
and remotely if needed through a remote controlled valve. More information about pipeline safety is included in the permit
application and will be discussed during a brief project presentation at the Arapahoe Count Planning Commission hearing.

Aquatic Resource Delineation Report
The introduction section summarizes the purpose of the field study which was to identify and describe aquatic resources in
the survey area. This report facilitates efforts to:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Avoid or minimize impacts to aquatic resources during the design process
Document aquatic resource boundary determinations for review by regulatory authorities
Provide early indications of known sensitive species within the survey area
Provide background information
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You noted the survey for aquatic resources was conducted in 2019. One reason for this was to document existing aquatic
features (according to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers [USACE] standards and regulations) while the project was still in the
design stages so that any potential impacts could be avoided or minimized. This survey identified wetland, non-wetland,
and waters of the U.S. (as defined by the USACE). The USACE is the federal agency that manages the land within Cherry
Creek State Park for the purpose of flood control and they also regulate impacts to wetlands.

It is important to note that biotic data continues to be collected (either via computer or in the field) and shared with the
park, USACE or any other agency that requests its collection or analysis or is required by regulatory processes of that
agency. In addition to the Aquatic Resource Delineation Report, Appendix K of the 1041 permit application, CASE NO
ASI20-001, contains a habitat assessment report for 2 plant species, Ute Ladies-tresses Orchid (Spiranthes diluvialis) and
Colorado Butterfly Plant (Gaura neomexicana spp coloradensis), a habitat assessment for the Preble’s Meadow Jumping
Mouse (Zapus hudonius preblei) (PMJM) Habitat Assessment, an amendment to the Aquatic Resource Delineation
Report and a Draft Prairie Dog Management Plan. All of these reports were based on work conducted by qualified
biologists that have required permits to conduct such assessments or if permits are not required have at least 10 years of
experience or more conducting such assessments. All reports in this appendix are to be considered draft as they are
under review by the park and USACE.

Black-tailed Prairie Dogs and Burrowing Owls
With regards to black-tailed prairie dogs, Xcel Energy complies with the federal, state, or local ordinances. The project has
sought to minimize disturbance to vegetation and wildlife in the park and we have coordinated with CPW, Cherry Creek
State Park and USACE to get updated information. Should USACE and Arapahoe County issue permits for the project,
Xcel Energy would ensure construction complies with all laws, regulations, and conditions of approval. Per your email
Xcel Energy does seek to humanely and temporarily relocate black-tailed prairie dogs as construction is completed. I
noted that you supplied some references for companies involved in prairie dog passive relocation. Thank you for the
information and we may reach out to them should the necessary permits be approved.

As stated in the application “burrowing owl surveys following the CPW protocol, were completed in July and August 2019,
and did not detected any burrowing owls.” The survey report was submitted to CPW and USACE for review. Additional
surveys for burrowing owls will be conducted this year depending on construction timing. All surveys, reporting, and
biologists conducting the surveys will comply with state regulations or guidance.

Regarding timing of construction that will depend on if and when permits are approved from those agencies and
conditions of approval. Generally speaking, later fall/early winter is a period when drainages contain less water, nesting
season for birds and other wildlife is not active (migratory birds that are present in the area in the summertime usually
have migrated by the end of October).

Project Location
The proposed route for the pipeline is a result of over 3 years of project planning, alternatives analysis, and getting
feedback from stakeholders including property owners and local jurisdictions. Most of the length of the proposed pipeline
cannot be constructed in the easement of the existing pipeline. Over the last 60 years, urban development and population
density has significantly increased around the existing pipeline. Residences and businesses were built adjacent to the
easement; and in some instances, additional structures were built within the existing easement. Impacts to traffic,
businesses, and other utilities are when trying to place the pipeline under roadways for its entire length. In addition, the
location of the proposed pipeline alignment within the park is near existing infrastructure such as a portion of the existing
natural gas pipeline, existing water pipelines, existing roadways such as E. Belleview Avenue and S. Peoria Street, and
an existing electric distribution line for much of its length.
9

John MacDonald
Denver Office Director/Senior Project Manager
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Please consider the environment before printing this email.

From: Michaela Hinerman <mgh92195@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 3:26 PM
To: Kathleen Hammer <KHammer@arapahoegov.com>
Cc: Maria Alvarez <malvarez@epgllc.co>; John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: ASI20-001 & LE20-001 RE: Question About Planning Case LE20-001 (SOUTHEAST METRO
NATURAL GAS PROJECT / LE)

Hello,

Thank you for the feedback. The explanation of this being an upgrade to existing infrastructure
makes zero sense?!
Alone the wording is indicative of a "NEW" pipeline.

APPLICANT IS PROPOSING TO CONSTRUCT, OPERATE, AND MAINTAIN APPROXIMATELY 5.2 MILES OF 20INCH DIAMETER STEEL NATURAL GAS TRANSMISSION PIPELINE BETWEEN AN EXISTING REGULATOR
STATION AND AN EXISTING VALVE SET; E BELLEVIEW AVE AND S PEORIA ST
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Also referenced in the "Hemlock" report, which I have now found thank you, the project is referred to
as a "NEW PIPELINE". Exact wording stipulating this is new construction per that "report" is added
below.

Diving deeper into the "Hemlock" report am I correct to understand that this September 2019 report
for "AQUATIC RESOURCE DELINEATION" is what is being used to determine the fate the Biotic
Community that this pipeline will annihilate? A dated Aquatic Resource Delineation report that is a
year old is going being used as a reference point for a Prairie Ecosystem? How does that even begin
to make sense?

HEMLOCK REPORT - "NEW" PIPELINE
Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo), dba Xcel Energy, is proposing to install a new natural
gas pipeline in the southeastern Denver metropolitan area. The Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project
(the Project) consists of approximately 5.2 miles of 20-inch diameter steel natural gas transmission
pipeline between an existing regulator station, (RS) F917 near the intersection of East Caley Avenue
and South Troy Circle in the City of Centennial, and an existing valve set, near South Yosemite
Avenue and East Hampden Ave in the City and County of Denver (Appendix C, Figure C-1). The only
above-ground appurtenance would be the mainline valve set located within Cherry Creek State Park
near the intersection of S. Peoria Street and Vista Trail. This section of pipeline is an integral portion
of PSCo’s larger gas transmission pipeline system. Of the total 5.2 miles of the overall proposed
project, approximately 3.1 miles cross portions of Colorado Parks and Wildlife – Cherry Creek State
Park, over which the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has jurisdiction for real estate matters.
Through the park, aquatic resources will be crossed by the Project. The purpose of this report is to
identify and describe aquatic resources in the survey area. This report facilitates efforts to: 1. Avoid or
minimize impacts to aquatic resources during the design process 2. Document aquatic resource
boundary determinations for review by regulatory authorities 3. Provide early indications of known
sensitive species within the survey area 4. Provide background information

On the off chance that all the documentation related to these cases is in fact INCORRECT aka this is
an infrastructure update (existing lines) then would not everything have to be redone /
resubmitted? Or are errors of such magnitude allowed / overlooked? Just trying to understand what
the criteria is, what is acceptable .... At minimum someone involved with this project is very
confused, not being on the same page in terms of whether this pipeline is NEW or existing is reason
for ALARM & Great Concern.
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Lastly neither the permit/ exhibit K (all documents you recommended) explain what actions the
applicant will be taking to passively relocate the more than 3 miles of active PRAIRIE DOG
Colonies. What method will be used, who will be conducting the passive relocation and
when. Keeping in mind that winter is upon us and the Prairie Dogs will be in and out of Torpor
details are extremely important. When is this to start? I am at the park daily and anxious to
document via video and photos the passive relocation process.

I actually have more questions which I may have to save for the 9/15 meeting. For example where is
a "CURRENT" burrowing owl survey? I see references to surveys and assessments however all are
dated - aka 2018/2019 so forth.

Correct me if I am wrong here but basically a NEW GAS PIPELINE, SEMPL, is being built in middle
of the Cherry Creek State Park - smack dab ontop of WILDLIFE HABITAT aka KEYSTONE
SPECIES - completely destroying a thriving Biotic Community
- AND -

this "GAS" Pipeline is being built on Cherry Creek High School Property?! Basically if anything
goes wrong, aka an explosion, it could take out not only Cherry Creek High School but also
Campus Middle School which basically adjoins the high school. My daughter when to both of those
schools, I have friends who are faculty members of CCHS - are they aware of this? My friend was
not. I cannot imagine anyone thinking that is a good idea.

Thanks
Michaela Hinerman

On Tuesday, September 8, 2020, 01:21:21 PM MDT, Kathleen Hammer <khammer@arapahoegov.com> wrote:
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Michaela,

All of the documents for these two cases can be found using the links below.

Link to Citizen Pe ortal https://citizenaccess.arapahoegov.com/CitizenAccess/ARAPAHOE.aspx

Once you click on the link you will be directed to our online citizen portal. Click on the “Planning Tab” and search for both the cases
(ASI20001 & LE20-001 (you will only be able to search one case at a time)). Once you have searched for the appropriate case click
on “Record Info” and then “Attachments”. Please note the most recent documents will be on page four and five of the 1041
application and on page two of the LE application.

The Hemlock report is identified as Exhibit K: Biological Resources Report, found on page four of the ASI documents with an upload
date of 7/25/2020.

I will ask the applicant to respond to your questions regarding prairie dog relocation and address your concerns regarding eagles and
owls.

Exhibit D: Route Selection Summary (pg. four of the documents for the ASI with an upload date of 7/25/2020).identifies the existing
pipeline, proposed route and the alternative routes that were analyzed. See attached, the existing pipeline is shown in dark blue.

Kat Hammer
Arapahoe County Planner II

Arapahoe County Public Works and Development
6924 South Lima Street
Centennial CO, 80112
Planning Department: 720.874.6666

Arapahoe County Public Works and Development Offices are open to the public by appointment only to ensure social distancing in
accordance with the State's Safer at Home Order. The County requires anyone visiting County Offices to wear a mask or facial
covering while indoors.
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I am working offsite, so email is the best way to reach me. Many County services can be accessed online and I encourage you to visit
our website at https://www.arapahoegov.com/519/Public-Works-and-Development to learn more.

Please consider emailing us at planning@arapahoegov.com, presubmittals@arapahoegov.com, or
landusesubmittals@arapahoegov.com as these email inboxes are monitored by several staff members. You may also call (720) 8746650 to leave a message.

From: Michaela Hinerman <mgh92195@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2020 12:52 PM
To: Kathleen Hammer <KHammer@arapahoegov.com>
Cc: Maria Alvarez <malvarez@epgllc.co>; John MacDonald <jmacdonald@epgllc.co>
Subject: Re: ASI20-001 & LE20-001 RE: Question About Planning Case LE20-001 (SOUTHEAST METRO NATURAL
GAS PROJECT / LE)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello Kathleen,

I did not find the Hemlock report in the documents available on the Arapahoe County website for this project, might I be
provided with a copy? Copies of any and all documents related to the wildlife / environmental impact statements and so
forth would be greatly appreciated.

Additionally can you tell me what method is being used for the "passive relocation" of the Prairie Dogs as well as which
Prairie Dog relocation professional has been hired to do the work? I'd like to point out that passive Prairie Dog
relocations are highly successful when conducted by experienced professional Prairie Dog experts. Such organizations
include Growing Ideas LLC, Pam Warnek, Deborah Jones and the Prairie Dog Coalition just to name a few. Engaging
organizations that also conduct "lethal" prairie dog activities have been proven to be ineffective and a ruse. If the true
intentions are to humanely address the destruction of these KeyStone Species homes this is only possible via a reputable
Prairie Dog group.

Furthermore I am equally concerned about the Golden Eagle, Bald Eagle, Burrowing Owl and various predator habitats.
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Additionally you state this is to replace an existing pipeline yet the documentation available is indicative of "new" routes /
new construction. Please clarify.

Thank you
Michaela Hinerman

On Tuesday, September 8, 2020, 11:18:40 AM MDT, Kathleen Hammer <khammer@arapahoegov.com> wrote:

Hi Michaela,

Thanks for reaching out to me. I have attached the letter of intent and application for this proposal to this email. If you are interested
in the full report please let me know and I can provide you with a link to the report and all the exhibits. The applicant is proposing to
replace an existing natural gas pipeline in this area. The applicant has been working closely with the State Park and United State
Army Corp of Engineer regarding location and park concerns. The County has not approved anything for this proposed
project. This proposal requires approval of a 1041, Areas and Activities of State Interest application and a Location and Extent
application. The applications for this proposal are scheduled for a public hearing at the Planning Commission on September 15, 2020
at 6:30pm. The Planning Commission will make decision on the Location and Extent application and will make recommendation to
the Board of County Commissioners on the 1041 application. The Planning Commission meeting will be virtual and the number for
the public to call in will be located on the top of the agenda (once it is finalized it will be posted here:
https://www.arapahoegov.com/AgendaCenter/Planning-Commission-2 It should be posted by the end of this week). The 1041
application is schedule for public hearing and decision at the Board of County Commissioners on October 13th.

Do you have any specific questions regarding this proposal? See below for the applicant’s response to concerns regarding wildlife. I
have copied the applicant’s representative on this email if you have any specific questions for them.

<image002.png>
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Thanks,
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Kat

Kat Hammer
Arapahoe County Planner II

Arapahoe County Public Works and Development
6924 South Lima Street
Centennial CO, 80112
Planning Department: 720.874.6666

Arapahoe County Public Works and Development Offices are open to the public by appointment only to ensure social distancing in
accordance with the State's Safer at Home Order. The County requires anyone visiting County Offices to wear a mask or facial
covering while indoors.

I am working offsite, so email is the best way to reach me. Many County services can be accessed online and I encourage you to visit
our website at https://www.arapahoegov.com/519/Public-Works-and-Development to learn more.

Please consider emailing us at planning@arapahoegov.com, presubmittals@arapahoegov.com, or
landusesubmittals@arapahoegov.com as these email inboxes are monitored by several staff members. You may also call (720) 8746650 to leave a message.

From: Michael Heinze <mgh92195@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 05, 2020 2:58 PM
To: Kathleen Hammer <KHammer@arapahoegov.com>
Subject: Question About Planning Case LE20-001 (SOUTHEAST METRO NATURAL GAS PROJECT / LE)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Hello Kathleen,
Yesterday driving down Peoria I see this giant sign on the designated wildlife habitat area of Cherry Creek State Park.
Home to multiple keystone species such as Red tail hawks, bald eagles, golden eagles, Blacktail prairie dogs, red fox,
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burrowing owls, coyotes, jumping mouse and more. Please tell me the county is not seriously considering destroying this
wildlife habitat?! I have been searching your website for details and I am unable to find exactly what is going on who
approved this one and why.
Your prompt response and insight would be greatly appreciated.
Michaela Hinerman
CCSP patron since 1999
Homeowner tax payer constituent Centennial, CO 80015
<image004.png>
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Disclaimer
The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and others authorized to
receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this
information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in Software as a
Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in; Security, archiving and
compliance. To find out more Click Here.
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Terri Maulik
Tuesday, September 08, 2020 2:38 PM
Kathleen Hammer
RE: Link to September 15th PC Agenda

Her number is 303‐905‐2146 if you want to call her. I told her to submit written comments to you for the record and
gave her the link to the agenda with instructions.
From: Kathleen Hammer <KHammer@arapahoegov.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2020 2:36 PM
To: Terri Maulik <TMaulik@arapahoegov.com>
Subject: RE: Link to September 15th PC Agenda
I think this is the same person that Jennifer talked to on Friday. I tried calling her today and sent
you a FYI email indicating the phone numbers Jennifer wrote down did not work (around 11:30 this
morning).
Sorry you had to listen to her rant!

Kat Hammer
Arapahoe County Planner II
Arapahoe County Public Works and Development
6924 South Lima Street
Centennial CO, 80112
Planning Department: 720.874.6666
Arapahoe County Public Works and Development Offices are open to the public by
appointment only to ensure social distancing in accordance with the State's Safer at Home
Order. The County requires anyone visiting County Offices to wear a mask or facial
covering while indoors.
I am working offsite, so email is the best way to reach me. Many County services can be
accessed online and I encourage you to visit our website at
https://www.arapahoegov.com/519/Public-Works-and-Development to learn more.
Please consider emailing us at planning@arapahoegov.com,
presubmittals@arapahoegov.com, or landusesubmittals@arapahoegov.com as these email
inboxes are monitored by several staff members. You may also call (720) 874-6650 to leave
a message.

From: Terri Maulik <TMaulik@arapahoegov.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2020 2:23 PM
To: Kathleen Hammer <KHammer@arapahoegov.com>
Subject: FW: Link to September 15th PC Agenda
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Kat,
This person called and wanted to know how to access the meeting to comment on your ASI case. She commented that
we should expect more participants, but she was mostly concerned about the wildlife being adversely affected by the
pipeline.
She kept me on the phone complaining for like 20 minutes! Guh!
Terri
From: Terri Maulik
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2020 2:21 PM
To: 'mgh92195@yahoo.com' <mgh92195@yahoo.com>
Subject: Link to September 15th PC Agenda
Michelle,
Below is the link to the PC Agenda. We will post a phone number and a web viewing link by Monday afternoon
(immediately) preceding the meeting.
https://www.arapahoegov.com/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_09152020‐2180?html=true
Thank you,

Terri

________________________________________________________________
Terri L. Maulik | Duty Planner | Arapahoe County Public Works & Development
6924 S Lima St, Centennial, CO 80112‐3853
Direct: 720‐874‐6840 | Planning Main: 720‐874‐6650
Website: http://www.arapahoegov.com | Citizen Access to ACA https://citizenaccess.arapahoegov.com

Arapahoe County Public Works and Development Offices are open to the public by appointment only to
ensure social distancing in accordance with the State's Safer at Home Order. The County requires anyone
visiting County offices to wear a mask or facial covering while indoors.
I am working offsite, so email is the best way to reach me. Many County services can be accessed online and I
encourage you to visit our website at https://www.arapahoegov.com/519/Public‐Works‐and‐Development to
learn more and stay updated on the COVID‐19 status and how it impacts operations.
Please consider emailing us at planning@arapahoegov.com as this email inbox is monitored by several staff
members. You may also call (720) 874‐6650 to leave a message.
2
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nancy Gregory <nancy.gregory@live.com>
Thursday, September 10, 2020 7:32 PM
Kathleen Hammer; Jan Yeckes
Proposed Pipeline in Cherry Creek State Park

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to you as I am strongly opposed to a proposed project to run a gas pipeline inside Cherry Creek
State Park. As you know, this area has been set aside as a conservation area for the prairie dog colonies
currently living there, and it is appalling to even consider destroying this pristine habitat as bulldozers,
piping, and equipment are run throughout the park to lay down a dangerous gas pipeline!
Bald Eagles and raptors nest in this area and depend on this habitat, coyotes have made their homes here,
as have foxes and many other species. Burrowing owls nest here periodically and, as previously
mentioned, it is necessary, pristine wildlife habitat. I understand that are multiple alternative routes that
have been discussed, and it is imperative that one is chosen that is not in the Cherry Creek State Park
area. The responsible choice would be to repair the pipeline that is already in the ground outside the
park. Cherry Creek State Park is the ONLY protected habitat left in this area of Arapahoe County and it
absolutely must stay protected.
Thank you,
Nancy Gregory
Arapahoe County, CO
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pamela Rodden <pjsrodden@gmail.com>
Sunday, September 13, 2020 5:14 PM
Kathleen Hammer
OBJECTION

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
The Planning Commission has the power to stop this project of placing a natural gas
pipeline through Cherry Creek State Park, and particularly area considered to be
endangered prairie dog habitat. Please, please stop this project. It appears as though part
of the pipeline is to be built next to a creek which feeds into the reservoir. How does this fit
into your survey of aquatic impact?
I strongly OBJECT to this pipeline which will destroy wildlife habitat in our state park.
Pamela J S Rodden
Sent from my iPhone
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rick Hunckler <rhunckler@att.net>
Wednesday, September 09, 2020 3:21 PM
Kathleen Hammer
pipeline

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Kat, I strongly object to the idea of building a pipeline through part of Cherry Creek State Park, or
anywhere near its borders. Also, I have heard it is to be near the Cherry Creek itself that feeds the reservoir. Not
a good idea. Also, it will pass through the prairie dog colony and that is also not an acceptable idea. If this is to
replace an ageing pipeline already in existence, then why not follow along side of that one in place already?
Please reconsider this plan and do the right thing!
Talk to your soul first,
Rick Hunckler
ricksportraits.net
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shari DePauw <sdepauw8@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, September 09, 2020 3:57 PM
Kathleen Hammer
Cherry Creek

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Hello, I would like to encourage you, if the pipeline through Cherry Creek State Park is
absolutely necessary, that you do not harm ANY prairie dogs during the process.
Thank you,
Shari DePauw
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

T V <ts29019@gmail.com>
Friday, September 11, 2020 8:53 PM
Kathleen Hammer
Cherry creek prairie dogs

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Good day,
I just came across an article about plans to build a pipeline through prairie dog habitat in Cherry Creek Park.
I wanted to voice my concern and point out that prairie dogs play a crucial role in preserving a healthy eco
system, and it is very important to preserve as many safe habitats as possible since they are slowly being
exterminated for new developments.
It is so wonderful to be able to see there are at least a few safe places for them where they can thrive and it
would be great to know that Cherry Creek could stay one of those safe places for such a great animal as prairie
dog.
Please consider this in making a decision.
We really need to preserve wildlife any way we can.
Thank you!
T. Vardzik
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sabrina Cline <sabs7383@gmail.com>
Tuesday, September 15, 2020 4:27 PM
Kathleen Hammer
Fwd: Prairie pipe line

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

I'm sure by now you have received several emails concerning the pipe line your company wants to build
through land that had been allocated for the wild life in the area. I think more than enough land has been taken
away from all of the beautiful animals on this planet. The killing and poisoning of our wild life to build
pipelines and malls should be straight up illegal. Since it's not illegal yet you have people like me willing to
fight for the rights of our wild life. I'm begging you to either find some other place for the pipe line or at the
VERY LEAST RELOCATE THE PRAIRIES. I'm no sure if you have ever seen or dealt with an animal that
has been poisoned. I have on more occasions than I would like to admit. I am a vet tech so we get many animals
who have been poisoned due to traps or people poisoning the wild life for whatever reason. Its probably the
most horrific way to die is to be poisoned to death. Please work with the animals and the people and not against
us. Thank you.
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nidhi Nidhi <nidseth@alumni.iu.edu>
Tuesday, September 15, 2020 5:21 PM
Kathleen Hammer
Southeast Metro Natural Gas Pipeline Construction

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

As a resident of Arapahoe County, I have grave concerns regarding the application
to construct the Southeast Metro Natural Gas pipeline through a wildlife habitat conservation area in
Cherry Creek State Park. I strongly believe that it will have extremely adverse effects on the habitat
conservation area in the park for prairie dog colonies and the biotic communities they support. The
proposed pipeline route is habitat for multiple species of wildlife including Burrowing Owls (state
threatened), Preble’s Jumping Mouse (state endangered), Golden and Bald
Eagles (protected by the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act), Coyotes, Fox, Ferruginous Hawks (state
species of special concern), and Black-Tailed Prairie Dogs (species of greatest conservation need) who
provide habitat and food for over 200 other species. The construction of a natural gas pipeline will disturb
this area and significantly degrade the environment. This project traverses 3 waterways which will be in
immediate risk from natural gas pipeline leaks and explosions that will endanger aquifers, wetlands, and
the biotic communities living within those areas. As a result, I do not support the construction of this
pipeline through the Cherry Creek State Park.
Nidhi Seth-Huber
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gina Writz <ginawritz@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 5:39 PM
Kathleen Hammer
Protect our Wildlife

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

My name is Gina Writz and I am Colorado native. I love living in Colorado and the main reason I love living here
is because of the wildlife. I am a huge supporter of all wildlife but I find that my support goes to the underdogs or
you may know them as the prairie dogs. I used to believe the naïve myths that prairie dogs carry the plague or that
they are a rodent. But as I began to research and learn about them, I quickly became aware that they have a very
complex language system, the are the engineers of the ecosystem, they live cohesively with all animals and that
literally hundreds of other species survive and benefit from prairie dogs and their habitats.
I have recently become aware that at Cherry Creek State Park, there are plans to construct a natural gas pipeline
through a wildlife habitat conservation area. This is devastating news and will negatively affect the prairie dog
colony living at this park and degrade the environment. This type of destruction will harm the lives of literally
hundreds of animals like coyotes, skunks, rabbits, snakes, burrowing owls, hawks, eagles, racoons, foxes, mice...etc.
Please reconsider this project and do the right thing and protect this species and stop seeing them as a 'throw away'
animal. Prairie dogs have been forced to live on tiny parcels of land because of constant development of their
land. This state park is a place where prairie should live peacefully and protected. Knowing that this pipeline may
be constructed and destroy their habitat is absolutely devastating.
Do the right thing and do not let this pipeline be build through prairie dog habitat.
Gina Writz
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

VM
12:30:00 Jill
Madison
9/15/2020 PM

Jennifer Newton
Tuesday, September 15, 2020 12:46 PM
Diane Kocis; Kathleen Hammer
SAVE THE PRARIE DOGS ETC NO CALL BACK #

no
PROTESTING XCEL ENERGY PIPELINE DUE TO PRARIE DOGS AND
number WETLANDS. DID NOT LEAVE CALLBACK INFO

Just so I could pass this on…
Jennifer Newton
Arapahoe County PWD Planning‐ Assistant
6924 Lima St Centennial CO 80112
720‐874‐6650
jnewton@arapahoegov.com
You can find the Presubmittal application here:
https://www.arapahoegov.com/DocumentCenter/View/2633/Presubmittal‐Application‐Packet?bidId=
Please fill out and send to presubmittals@arapahoegov.com and I will set you up with an appointment.

Arapahoe County Public Works and Development Offices are open to the public by appointment only to ensure social distancing in accordance with the State's Safer
at Home Order. The County requires anyone visiting County Offices to wear a mask or facial covering while indoors.
I am working offsite, so email is the best way to reach me. Many County services can be accessed online and I encourage you to visit our website at
https://www.arapahoegov.com/519/Public‐Works‐and‐Development to learn more.
Please consider emailing us at planning@arapahoegov.com, presubmittals@arapahoegov.com, or landusesubmittals@arapahoegov.com as these email inboxes are
monitored by several staff members. You may also call (720) 874‐6650 to leave a message.
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Jan Yeckes
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 10:47 AM
2kari.nelson@gmail.com
Kathleen Hammer; Jason Reynolds
Arapahoe County Public Hearing October 13, 2020, 9:30 a.m. - 1041 Permit for Xcel in
Cherry Creek State Park
ASI20-001 (Kathleen Hammer) 9-02-2020 Villager AFF.pdf

Importance:

High

Kari: Thank you for your email, which Jennifer forwarded to me. I am copying Kat Hammer, the County Planning case
manager for this application, and Jason Reynolds, Current Planning Program Manager. You may want to provide any
written comments to Kat for the public hearing (would be great if you could copy me, as well):
khammer@arapahoegov.com; jyeckes@arapahoegov.com. For land development applications, the Planning
Commission and Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) act in a quasi‐judicial role and must make all decisions on the
basis of information presented during a public hearing. For that reason, they do not have communications with the
applicant or citizens or other interested parties outside that process in relation to a specific application.
Planning Division staff accepts all written comments (an email is easier for us to manage than written letters, in
particular as we are working remotely, but even written letters we scan into our electronic files, so there is no need to
send an individual letter to each Board member). We then compile the written comments and provide those to the
Planning Commission and BOCC. All comments already submitted to the Planning Commission will be forwarded to the
BOCC as part of the Board Summary Report (BSR) package for the BOCC’s hearing on this matter. If we receive
comments too late to include them with the BSR, we will provide any additional comments to the BOCC prior to or
during the hearing, and we will provide them to the Clerk for the permanent record of the hearing. The Planning
Commission staff report, the Board Summary Report to the BOCC, and all included exhibits and written comment are
part of the public hearing record.
The County’s agenda web site, as you’ve noted, is somewhat awkward to use. The easiest way to get notifications of
agendas is to sign up on the home page by clicking on Notify Me. You can select the kinds of information you’d like to
receive, including notifications of Planning Commission Agendas and Board of County Commissioners Public Meeting
Agendas and Board of County Commissioners Study Sessions (each of these is a separate item to select). You will then
receive an email with a direct link to the posted agenda for each upcoming meeting.
I apologize that the public hearing notice sign is difficult to read; these have required some modification due to the
remote hearings. I have included the hearing information, below, and attached the legal notice published in The
Villager newspaper to this email message. The BOCC office will post the agenda for the public hearing, usually by Friday
prior to the Tuesday hearing. You can access the agenda from the home page www.arapahoegov.com; click on Agendas
and Minutes. There will be individual links for various attachments, such as the Board Summary Report (usually labeled
BSR), at the end of the description for the public hearing item for ASI120‐001, so you can review the materials prior to
the hearing.
While public hearings are usually held in the East Hearing Room of the Arapahoe County Administration Building in
Littleton, hearings are currently being held remotely due to the public health crisis. The posted agenda will include a
telephone number at the top of the page. You can call in to listen to the hearing and will also have an opportunity to
speak. Individual speakers are limited to three minutes per person. You can coordinate with neighbors, if you think
comments will take longer than that, so that each person speaking can cover a different topic within the individual time
limit. A speaker can simply state concurrence with earlier comments made and then add any new comments.
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Type of Hearing:

Arapahoe County Board of County Commissioners

Time:

9:30 a.m.

Date:

Tuesday, October 13, 2020

See posted agenda for telephone number to call in and participate in the public hearing. Additional information
provided later in this email; published hearing notice is attached to this email.
On September 15, 2020, the Planning Commission recommended approval on a vote of 5 in favor, 2 opposed. I am
providing some links below if you would like to view the information that went to the Planning Commission (staff report,
exhibits from the application, and written comment received in time to post to the web site).
 To listen to the recording of the hearing: Direct YouTube link for 9/15/2020 Planning Commission:
https://youtu.be/SWvX8kPyGW0
 To view the staff report and associated materials for the 9/15/2020 Planning Commission meeting:
https://www.arapahoegov.com/622/Planning‐Commission ‐ the links below (found on the Planning Commission
page of Public Works and Development Department, Planning and Land Development) are the easiest way to
reach the Planning Commission agendas:

Agendas, Minutes and Staff Reports
Agendas are available prior to the meetings. Minutes are available following approval.
Most Recent Agenda | View All Agendas and Minutes
Here is some additional information on the project:
CASE NO ASI20‐001, SOUTHEAST METRO NATURAL GAS PROJECT / AREAS OR ACTIVITIES OF STATE INTEREST / ASI
LOCATION: Western portion of the Cherry Creek State Park and travels north to the west side of Cherry Creek Reservoir
ACREAGE: 4 mile linear pipeline
EXISTING ZONING: USA
PROPOSED USE: Natural Gas Pipeline
APPLICANT: Public Service Company of Colorado / dba Xcel Energy
Information on Xcel’s web site:
Project page: https://www.xcelenergysemetrogasproject.com/overview/
The Construction page describes the current activity and includes a link to a PDF of current work areas:
https://www.xcelenergysemetrogasproject.com/wp‐
content/uploads/2020/09/200911_SMNGP_Map_Website_Update.pdf
They also have a Project Safety page: https://www.xcelenergysemetrogasproject.com/safety/
Information from mailed public hearing notification letters:
RE:

CASE NO. ASI20‐001 SOUTHEAST NATURAL GAS PROJECT / 1041 PERMIT (1041)
LOCATION: NEAR EAST BELLEVIEW AVENUE AND SOUTH PEORIA STREET

Please be advised that Public Service Co. of Colorado / Xcel Energy, (applicant), has made application to Arapahoe County
for a 1041 Permit to the above‐referenced property.
Approval of this 1041 Permit constitutes approval of the uses and general environmental and siting restrictions for the
applicant’s Project in Arapahoe County.
The proposed Xcel Energy Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project consists of installing 5.2 miles of new, 20‐inch diameter
steel natural gas line. The project is designed to allow the company to continue providing reliable natural gas service
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their customers in the southeastern Denver metropolitan area, and make sure Xcel Energy’s system is compliant with
current national natural gas standards. The construction of the proposed pipeline crosses unincorporated Arapahoe
County near East Belleview Avenue and South Peoria Street traveling south and terminating at a facility near the
intersection of East Caley Avenue and South Troy Circle in the City of Centennial. From the same point near East
Belleview Avenue and South Peoria Street, it travels north terminating at a facility near the intersection at South
Yosemite Street and East Hampden Avenue in the City and County of Denver.

Seven route options were evaluated in detail. Elements considered in the evaluation and comparison of
alternative routes included natural gas system planning, construction logistics, engineering, environmental
factors, community impacts, and land use approval. The final proposed route alignment was chosen based on
feedback from key stakeholders including local, state, and federal government agencies and land and property
owners. The proposed route alignment minimizes impacts to residential and commercial areas and associated
noise and traffic impacts during construction. The alignment along the western edge of Cherry Creek State
Park also improves safety during operation by minimizing the risk of third‐party damage.
The proposed natural gas line has been designed with and follows the latest Pipeline and Hazardous Materials
Safety Administration (PHMSA) standards. This includes having a cathodic protective coating around the pipe
to prevent corrosion. The line also will be monitored 24 hours a day by our natural gas control center, which
can shut down sections of the line using the remote‐controlled valves installed on it if a problem arises.
Please feel free to share this information with your HOA or anyone who may be interested in submitting written
comments or participating in the public hearing (you may do both).
Jan Yeckes
Planning Division Manager
PUBLIC WORKS AND DEVELOPMENT
ARAPAHOE COUNTY (COLORADO)
720‐874‐6655 direct | 720‐874‐6650 Planning | TDY 711
jyeckes@arapahoegov.com | www.arapahoegov.com
Arapahoe County Public Works and Development Offices are open to the public by appointment only to ensure social
distancing in accordance with the State's Safer at Home Order. The County requires anyone visiting County Offices to
wear a mask or facial covering while indoors.
I am working offsite, so email is the best way to reach me. Many County services can be accessed online and I encourage
you to visit our website at https://www.arapahoegov.com/519/Public‐Works‐and‐Development to learn more.
Please consider emailing us at planning@arapahoegov.com, presubmittals@arapahoegov.com, or
landusesubmittals@arapahoegov.com as these email inboxes are monitored by several staff members. You may also call
(720) 874‐6650 to leave a message and ask for the Planner on Call.
From: Kari Nelson <2kari.nelson@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 4:41 PM
To: Jennifer Newton <JNewton@arapahoegov.com>
Subject: links for county planning meetings‐ 1041 permit in Cherry Creek State Park
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Hi Jennifer,
Thanks for your voice mails. I appreciate you getting back to me. Sorry we keep missing each other. I'm just
wanting to be part of the process of getting the word out to our HOA and neighborhood about these meetings. I
have a friend on our HOA board who can also probably help with that.
Could you send links for both the archived meeting on the 15th and for the future meeting on Oct. 13, and info
that I can pass on in an email? The posted signs on Peoria and Cherry Creek Drive are hard to read when
stopped in my car there and usually there is someone behind me so I can't take a picture of the sign. When my
husband and I went on the website on the 15th, it was not user friendly to find the link. Is there anyway that
process can be made easier or you could give instructions in an email?
As I have interacted with a few neighbors (one who was successful at getting to the 9/15 meeting), our primary
concerns are safety, how this will affect access to trails, wildlife (we are not worried about the prairie dogs),
will traffic be affected by construction crews? time frame of the project take, etc.
Would you also recommend we interact with our county commissioners about this? Are they the appropriate
people? If so, could you give us those names and phone numbers or email if you have them?
Thanks for your help.
Kari
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Info Xcel Energy <info@xcelenergysemetrogasproject.com>
Friday, September 25, 2020 10:34 AM
Kari Nelson
Kathleen Hammer
Re: links for county planning meetings- 1041 permit in Cherry Creek State Park

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Good Morning Ms. Nelson:
Kat Hammer with Arapahoe County provided us with your comments about the Southeast Metro
Natural Gas Project. Our team is happy to respond to your comments and answer questions you may
have.
Xcel Energy takes a proactive approach to public safety by implementing safety measures before, during
and after natural gas line construction. Examples of these measures include inspection of natural gas
lines with in‐line inspection tools, continuous remote monitoring from the staffed natural gas control
center and use of remote‐controlled valves that can turn off sections or the entirety of a line in case of
emergencies. For additional information about Xcel Energy’s natural gas safety, please visit:
https://www.xcelenergy.com/energy_portfolio/natural_gas/natural_gas_safety.
During construction, we also work to minimize impacts to the community to the extent feasible. We
implement traffic control plans to reduce impacts that also help to maintain safe construction areas. If
partial trail closures are required, we will have detours and detour signs in place during our work.
We are committed to minimizing environmental impacts. We conducted nesting bird and burrowing owl
surveys and will adhere to nest buffer zones to avoid impacting active sites. In addition to wildlife
measures, the project route will limit impacts to the extent feasible to environmentally sensitive areas.
If permits are approved, we plan to begin work in Cherry Creek State Park in the coming months. Please
note that construction schedules are subject to change.
Finally, our team would be interested in joining one of your upcoming HOA board meetings to provide
project information. Please let us know if project team members can present at one of your future
meetings.
If you have questions about the project, our team would like to hear from you. Please visit our website
at xcelenergysemetrogasproject.com, email us at info@xcelenergysemetrogasproject.com or call our
hotline at 866‐263‐7419.
Respectfully,
Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project
Xcel Energy
1

1800 Larimer St, Denver, CO 80202
P: 866.263.7419
E: Info@XcelEnergySEMetroGasProject.com
________________________________________________
XCELENERGYSEMETROGASPROJECT.COM
Please consider the environment before printing this email
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kathleen Hammer
Tuesday, September 29, 2020 9:16 AM
Kathleen Hammer
FW: Prairie Dog RDT

From: Kathleen Hammer
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2020 9:15 AM
To: 'lenadonaker@gmail.com' <lenadonaker@gmail.com>
Subject: Prairie Dog RDT
Good Morning Lena,
Thank you for your written comment received by the County on September 19, 2020. Your written
comments will be added to the record for the scheduled Board of County Commissioner meeting.
A public hearing is scheduled with the Board of County Commissioners on October 13, 2020. The
meeting starts at 9:30am. The agenda of the scheduled meeting can be found here:
https://www.arapahoegov.com/AgendaCenter/Board-of-County-Commissioners-1 Please note the
agenda for the meeting will likely not be posted until the Friday before the meeting date (October 9,
2020). The meeting will be a virtual meeting, specifically, the BoCC will be attending this meeting
telephonically and the public is invited to participate via telephone as well. The number to call to
participate will be posted on the top of the meeting agenda. Each member of the public who would
like to speak on this application will be allocated three minutes to discuss any concerns regarding
this application with the Board of County Commissioners.
Please let me know if you have any additional questions or concerns.
“Commissioner Baker ‐
Colorado has long been a state that proudly conserves wildlife and natural ecology. I strongly oppose the Xcel
pipeline. It is egregious to run a pipeline through a state park protected habitat in a conservation area. With much
vehemence, I insist that Arapahoe county choose one the experts advocates in passive reverse dispersal
translocation. To ensure that prairie dogs are safely moved from their homes within the Xcel pipeline development
site. I implore your commissioners to refrain from hiring organizations who merely claim to humanely relocate wildlife.
Prairie life and prairie ecology are what Colorado is made of. If you continue to destroy it, there won't be a Colorado
remaining. Please do the right thing.
Sincerely,
Lena Donaker
80226 “

Kat Hammer
Arapahoe County Planner II
Arapahoe County Public Works and Development
6924 South Lima Street
Centennial CO, 80112
Planning Department: 720.874.6666
1

Arapahoe County Public Works and Development Offices are open to the public by
appointment only to ensure social distancing in accordance with the State's Safer at Home
Order. The County requires anyone visiting County Offices to wear a mask or facial
covering while indoors.
I am working offsite, so email is the best way to reach me. Many County services can be
accessed online and I encourage you to visit our website at
https://www.arapahoegov.com/519/Public-Works-and-Development to learn more.
Please consider emailing us at planning@arapahoegov.com,
presubmittals@arapahoegov.com, or landusesubmittals@arapahoegov.com as these email
inboxes are monitored by several staff members. You may also call (720) 874-6650 to leave
a message.
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Michaela Hinerman <mgh92195@yahoo.com>
Friday, September 18, 2020 3:18 PM
John MacDonald; Kathleen Hammer; adam.r.pena@xcelenergy.com;
Kelli.S.Bradley@XcelEnergy.com; Asma.Mennana@xcelenergy.com; Jan Yeckes
Experienced Professional - NON Lethal - Prairie Dog Relocation Specialist - Regarding
Southeast Metro Gas Pipeline ASI20-001 & LE20-001 *Reverse Dispersal Translocation
(RDT) is to passively move prairie dogs into more desirable areas
Follow up
Flagged

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Hello,
I am reaching out to everyone that I have contact information for regarding the next step in terms of
the humane, professional Reverse Dispersal Translocation (RDT) aka passive relocation of the
hundreds of prairie dogs in danger due to this pipeline project.
I am a resident of Arapahoe county, home owner since 1999 and an Annual Pass Holder of Cherry
Creek State Park since 1999 as well. I have photographed the wildlife in this park since 1999 with
particular emphasis on the Prairie Dogs and Coyotes. It would be an understatement to say that I
am not extremely concerned about their wellbeing.
That said I am aware that Prairie Protection Colorado has reached out to Excel a few times to
discuss the matter and have yet to receive a response / returned phone call.
*Who is the responsible point of contact for this matter? Name / contact information?
I am adding for your reference contacts of non lethal, ethical and experienced Prairie Dog relocation
specialist in the Denver Metropolitan area.
1.> Growing Ideas LLC , Sandy Nervig, TEL: 303-517-3167 Email: sandyn@rockin.tv
2.> Prairie Dog Coalition, HSUS, TEL: 720-938-0788
3.> Prairie Dog Action, Deb Jones ( can be reached via her FP page) or
Email info@prairiedogaction.org
4.> Pam Wanek, Prairie Preserves TEL: 303-280-8860
Each of the organizations and individuals mentioned above are ethical, non lethal,
Professional Prairie Dog relocation specialists. Each has years, most decades, of experience and
proven track records / references.
1

Additionally I would like emphasis so that there is no confusion; Passive Prairie Dog relocation does
not entail any of the methods identified in the Prairie Dog Management Plan. If Excel Energy is truly
committed to the non lethal and ethical relocation of the animals in harms way passive relocation
activities need to begin ASAP.
The moment construction activities begin, the land is disturbed will be too late. If someone even
walks close to a burrow Prairie Dogs will retreat underground. Relocation activities must begin as
son as possible.
Please clarify who is responsible for the passive relocation activities, who is the point of contact and
what actions are being taken.

Thank you,
Michaela Hinerman
Resident Arapahoe County
Annual Park Pass Holder / Patron since 1999
Board Member PP
303-905-2146
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Info Xcel Energy <info@xcelenergysemetrogasproject.com>
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 5:26 PM
Michela Hinerman
John MacDonald; Kathleen Hammer; Adam R Pena (adam.r.pena@xcelenergy.com);
Kelli Bradley (Kelli.S.Bradley@XcelEnergy.com); Asma; Jan Yeckes
RE: Experienced Professional - NON Lethal - Prairie Dog Relocation Specialist Regarding Southeast Metro Gas Pipeline ASI20-001 & LE20-001 *Reverse Dispersal
Translocation (RDT) is to passively move prairie dogs into more desirable areas

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Good afternoon,
We have received your comment related to passive relocation of prairie dogs. Our team is currently working
internally and continuing to coordinate with Arapahoe County to address conditions recommended by the
Planning Commission.
For project comments, please direct your inquiries to the project email inbox
at info@xcelenergysemetrogasproject.com. We recognize your interest in relocation of prairie dogs, and we’re
committed to working through the Arapahoe County permitting process.
Respectfully,
Southeast Metro Natural Gas Project
Xcel Energy
1800 Larimer St, Denver, CO 80202
P: 866.263.7419
E: Info@XcelEnergySEMetroGasProject.com
________________________________________________
XCELENERGYSEMETROGASPROJECT.COM
Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gary/Rhonda Livingston <we3liv@aol.com>
Monday, September 21, 2020 12:25 PM
Kathleen Hammer
Re: question about public hearing notice

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
Hi Kat,
Thank you for sending this information!
Have a great day,
Rhonda Livingston

In a message dated 9/21/2020 11:49:44 AM Mountain Standard Time, KHammer@arapahoegov.com writes:
Hi Rhonda,

I apologize for the delay of response. Public Service Company of Colorado, dba, Xcel Energy is proposing a
natural gas pipeline within unincorporated Arapahoe County. I have attached the letter of intent from the
applicant. In order to allow for the proposed pipeline, the applicant will need to receive approval from the
Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioners. The applicant submitted two applications, a
Location and Extent (essentially the site plan) and an application for approval of Regulations Governing Areas
and Activities of State Interest, aka 1041 Regulations. The 1041 Regulations are more of the environmental and
site assessment of the proposed pipeline. The Planning Commission has the authority to make decision on the
Location and Extent and recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners on the 1041 application. The
Board of County Commissioners has authority to make decision on the 1041 application.

The Planning Commission meeting was held last Tuesday. The recording can be found here:
https://arapahoecounty365my.sharepoint.com/✌/g/personal/jreynolds_arapahoegov_com/EbW5dnkSLrhKvIkhGW0hmX0BrSmZY
ZeaxKDwxgVlAuS-ng?e=eKyLnn The Planning Commission voted 5-2 to approve the Location and Extent
with eight conditions of approval and voted 5-2 to recommend approval of the 1041 application with four
conditions of approval.

A public hearing is scheduled with the Board of County Commissioners on October 13, 2020. The meeting starts
at 9:30am. The agenda of the scheduled meeting can be found here:
https://www.arapahoegov.com/AgendaCenter/Board-of-County-Commissioners-1 Please note the agenda for the
meeting will likely not be posted until the Friday before the meeting date (October 9, 2020). The meeting will
be a virtual meeting, specifically, the BoCC will be attending this meeting telephonically and the public is invited
to participate via telephone as well. The number to call to participate will be posted on the top of the meeting
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agenda. Each member of the public who would like to speak on this application will be allocated three minutes to
discuss any concerns regarding this application with the Board of County Commissioners.

Please do not hesitate to contact me directly with any questions or concerns regarding this matter.

Thanks,
Kat

Kat Hammer
Arapahoe County Planner II

Arapahoe County Public Works and Development
6924 South Lima Street
Centennial CO, 80112
Planning Department: 720.874.6666

Arapahoe County Public Works and Development Offices are open to the public by appointment only
to ensure social distancing in accordance with the State's Safer at Home Order. The County requires
anyone visiting County Offices to wear a mask or facial covering while indoors.

I am working offsite, so email is the best way to reach me. Many County services can be accessed
online and I encourage you to visit our website at https://www.arapahoegov.com/519/Public-Worksand-Development to learn more.

Please consider emailing us at planning@arapahoegov.com, presubmittals@arapahoegov.com, or
landusesubmittals@arapahoegov.com as these email inboxes are monitored by several staff members.
You may also call (720) 874-6650 to leave a message.
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From: Gary/Rhonda Livingston <we3liv@aol.com>
Sent: Friday, September 18, 2020 1:14 PM
To: Kathleen Hammer <KHammer@arapahoegov.com>
Subject: question about public hearing notice

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Kat,

Sorry to bother you but I haven't head back from the planning director and I waited at least a week.

There are now two public hearing notice signs near Peoria and Orchard regarding the pipe line through a portion
of the State Park. It is difficult to read the signs while driving through the intersection. Could you please send
more information about the public hearings as soon as possible? (even if they already happened)

Thank you so much!
Rhonda Livingston
6555 Jordan Road
Centennial, CO 80111
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Kathleen Hammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

sgarmony <k9kidsnash2@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 8:12 AM
Kathleen Hammer
Prairie dogs

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Please reconsider your plans for the pipeline through this fragile area. Oil and gas can afford to go another way
that doesn't harm the environment and everyone in it.
Thank you for being a good steward of animals!
Susan Garmany
303.709.8199
Denver.
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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