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Fee Waiver

January 22, 2020

TO:

Molly Orkild-Larson

FROM:

Kenneth and Lois Helvie

RE:

453 E. Hwy 40, Byers, CO 80103

Dear Molly:
In approximately 2001, we purchased the above referenced property. At the time, it was so overgrown,
you could barely see the 2 houses. They were in total disrepair, and had been neglected for years. We
have been told by many of the area residents that this house was considered a landmark farm in this
area. We were even brought pictures from high school yearbooks of the barbershop/candy store that
used to be in our current garage. Many people have stopped to thank us for bringing it back to it’s past
glory. Over the course of 19 years, we have spent a lot of money improving the appearance of this
property, and we had no intentions of moving until Ken faced some serious, almost fatal, health issues
last summer.
When we purchased this property, we had no idea of the difficulties we would face in trying to rezone it
to place both homes on their separate lots, mainly because we had no intention of moving. After many
inquiries we found out that this was the result of poor planning by the county many, many years ago,
probably 80 years even, and so we did nothing to change the zoning.
That has all changed with other personal issues in our lives. We contacted Arapahoe County to begin
this process, and had no idea it would take as long as it has. In the meantime, we are continuing to face
health issues that are costly, and the expenses we are facing in the subdivision process are equally as
burdensome to us.
The current zoning prevents us (or our children if it were necessary) from selling any of this property.
We feel that we have improved this property greatly, and that we have already contributed financially in
many ways to the improvement of it. Now we are facing extraordinary fees just to correct a problem
that we did not create.
We have already spent around $3500 for the first phase of this project. We were required to put a new
septic system, which cost us $9,000. And now we are looking at approximately $14,000 to complete this
process, with a possible $15,000 for a drainage study, which our engineer says is not even necessary.

We are retired and on a fixed income. It is becoming expedient for us to move this process along quickly
so that we can focus on the health issues Ken is facing.
We would like to request a waiver of this remaining fees so that we can move forward with the sale of
this property as soon as possible. We would appreciate your consideration of this fee waiver.

Sincerely,

Kenneth A. and Lois M. Helvie
453 E. Hwy 40
Byers, CO. 80103

